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INSIDE TODAY 


Back pain: the doctor 
with an answer at his 
fingertips 

19/GIRL POWER 

Our answer to GQ 

Today's news 

PM jostled in Ulster 

The Prime Minister was jeered and jostled by angry 
loyalists in Belfast yesterday, after he had shaken 
hands with Gerry Adams, the Sinn Fein leader. Mr 
Adams had told Tony Blair that he hoped he would 
be the last British prime minister with jurisdiction in 
Ireland after the first such handshake since Lloyd 
George met Michael Collins in 1921. But anti-IRA 
protesters yelled 'traitor' at Mr Blair and told him his 
hands were covered in blood when he visited a 
shopping centre later. Page 5 

Brent Spar won't sink 

The Brent Spar oil storage tank, which Greenpeace 
forced Shell not to dispose of at sea, is likely to be 
broken up on land in Norway. Page 9 

Alzheimer's discovery 

Oxford scientists have made a breakthrough in die 
understanding of Alzheimer % disease. The interaction 
of two genes, which are carried by one inJS of die ,, 
population, greatly increase the risk of getting the 
degenerative disease. This may help doctors to 
interrupt ‘re; but also raises important ethical 
questions about testing for rt. Page 3 

Egypt's rebel war 

For five years Egypt has been struggling with the . 
uprising of Islamic militants in a savage conflict which 
has caused 1,100 deaths. The Islamic movement had 
broken apart and President Mubarak was boasting of 
success. But the latest hard line taken by Israel _ .. .. 
against Hamas has made things dramatically tougher 
for the Egyptian government. Robert Fisk, Page 13 

SEEN & HEARD 

A dose of spirits can cure heart disease, doctors 
have discovered. When injected internally, a dram of 
pure alcohol can restore a damaged heart and have 
its owner back propping up die bar quicker than you 
can say Glenflddfch. The novel treatment has been - 
used successfully on 300 patients at the Royal 
Brampton hospital in London and is attracting 
world-wide interest Patients remain awake despite 
being dosed with liquid at twice the alcoholic ' 
strength of normal spirits. It is introduced via a 

catheter in a keyhole treatment direct to the heart 

for sufferers from a condition called hypertrophic 
obstructive cardiomyopathy, which affects 12,000 
people. Apparently bathing the thickened muscle in. 
pure alcohol destroys it, with results as effective as 
open heart surgery. 


WEATH ER The Eye, page IQ. 
TELEVISION The Eye, page |2f 
CROSSWORDS Page 32 and h 
the Eye* page 9 • 

Web address httpd/www, 
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Dropping the Pound: Blair, Brown 
clash on the biggest issue of all 




A damaging rift has . 
opened between the 
Prime Minister and 
Gordon Brown, 
Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, oyer 
membership of the 
European single 
currency, pur Political 
Editor reports on the 
makings of a political 
-and economic crisis. 


Thf Treasury is trying to bounce 
Ibny Blair into a feaskm which 
could lead to the early death of 
the pound. Sources close to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
are actively briefing selected 
reporters that Mr Blah is poised 
to announce eariy membership 
of the singje currency, as soon 
as possible after the first-wave 
launch in 1999. 

V The briefing was again 
repudiated by the Prime Min- 
ister's office yesterday, but the- 
repeated reports are feeding 
Gty audibly suqndon that Rar- 
liameot, the markets and the 
voters are being snftencri-up far 
the abolition of sterling. 

In feet, there are signs that 
the Chancellor, Gordon Brown, 
could be ovCT-reachsg himself 
by trying to bounce the Prime 
Minister, the country and ster- 


ling into a single currency. Mr 
Brown, who is said to regard 
himself as the Government's 
managing director - with Mr 
Hajf as non-executive chairman 
-could be underestimating the 
Prime Minister's political 
determination not to repeat 
past mistakes, particularly the 
disastrous decision to join the 
European Exchange Rate 
Mechanism in 1990. 

While Mr Hair appears con- 
tent to give the Chancellor his 
bead cm issues hke Baqk of Eng- 
land independence on interest 
rates, he las been known to veto 
some of Mr Brown’s more 
head-strong judgements - like 
Ins pre-election plan to intro- 
duce a SOp higher-rate income 
tax band for the better-off. 

Mr Blair rejected that pro- 
posal because it smacked of the 
high-tax image Labour had 
fatally presented to the voters 
in 1992, under Neil Kinnock, 

The Prime Munster main- 
tains a highly political caution 
about eariy membership of the 
single currency, and Mr Brown 
is risking the kind of open split 
between No 10 and No 11 that 
led to the eventual resigna- 
tions, as Chancellor, of Peter 
Thomeycraft in 1957, and Nigel 
Lawson in 1989. 

Some ministers say Mr Blair 
would want to square Rupert 
Murdoch and bis newspapers - 
particularly the Euro-phobic . 


BY ANTHONY BEVINS 


Sun — before he even thought 
of putting the single currency 
issue to a referendum of the 
electorate, as promised in the 
May manifesto. 

But a 'Hreasuiy-inspired 
report in yesterday's Daily Mail 
said Mr Blair would use the 
opportunity offered by a 


added more than £30bn to 
London share values, and 
knocked four pfennigs off the 
value of the pound. . 

The Financial Tunes report 
was heawfly denied ty the Prime 
Minister’s office at the time, 
with a spokesman saying it was 
“speculation, but wrong. There 


INSIDE: WHO'LL WIN ? 

*lt would not be surprising if on those occasions when 
Tony Blair and Gordon Brown do have differences, 

Brown sometimes got his own way. But on most of the 
big issues the Prime Minister has eventually got his way 
when it counted.’ Donald MacIntyre, page 21 

Letters, page 20 
Business, page 25 


European summit in Luxem- 
bourg on 21 November to an- 
nounce the decision to join 
die single currency “as soon as 
possible” after its 1999 launch. 

Although it provided more 
detail, the Mail report was vir- 
tually identical to a front-page 
story carried by the Financial 
Times on 26 September-Much 


is no change in government pol- 
icy”. 

It was also denied by the 
Tfeasmy, which described it less 
robustly as “speculation”. But 
yesterday's Mall said; ■“Mr 
Blair’s move is a victory for 
Gordon Brown, a long-time 
enthusiast for a single curren- 
cy. 


“He has put enormous pres- 
sure on the Prime Minister 
who has prevaricated for 
months over a derision he fears 
could make or break his pre- 
miership.’* 

The line from No 10 was, 
again, that the Government’s 
position had not changed. Mr 
Blair told The Independent last 
month: “We have said that we 
will keep the option [of joining 
a single currency], and we will 
obviously keep it open ... 

“If we want to retain any 
influence in shaping the debate 
on the single currency, then it 
is essential that we remain open 
to the possibility of entry, 
though as 1 have said before 1 
think it is highly unlikely that we 
win he in the first wave.” 

Because European Union 
members will have to make a 
judgement by next spring on 
which countries can join in the 
first wave, the Government will 
have to make a statement 
before the end of the year on 
whether it plans to apply for 
first-wave membership. 

The British open option 
does not require an eariy com- 
mitment to membership - al- 
though even the most 
Euro-sceptic ministers, like 
Robin Cook, the Foreign Sec- 
retary, have said it would be dif- 
ficult, if not impossible, to 
remain outside a proven, suc- 
cessful single currency. 


Peter Lilley, the shadow 
Chancellor, said yesterday: “If 
it is not in Britain’s interests to 
join now, it would be illogical to 
commit us now to definitely join 
at some future date." 

But he added: “Once again, 
the Labour government is play- 
ing party politics with critical 
national decisions. 

“The British people are 
entitled to dear, on-the-record 
statements from the Chancellor, 
rather than off-the-record brief- 
ings to the press by Mr Brown's 
spin-doctor-in-chief, Charlie 
Whelan.” 

At a meeting with EU col- 
leagues in Luxembourg yester- 
day, Mr Brown himself stuck 
rigidly to the official government 
line. 

It was “very unlikely”, he 
said, that the United Kingdom 
would join the euro at the start 
of 1999, because of the “for- 
midable obstacles” the switch 
from the pound to the euro 
would present. 

Mr Brown then avoided any 
predictions about the future, 
insisting that the Government's 
wait-and-see postion had not 
changed. 

Mr lilley said: “They know 
that they cannot win the argu- 
ment for joining a single cur- 
rency in the foreseeable future 
openly, so their policy for the 
pound is death by a thousand 
briefings ...” 



tastes this good 



Haliborange has always tasted great. 

Italy Originals tablet isn’t just bursting 
with the flavour of oranges though. 

It contains all of the Vitamins A, C 
and D you and your kids need to help 
you stay healthy,*. 

So make sure you chew yours each day. 
Before somebody else does, 
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COLUMN ONE PEOPLE 


Weathering the storm 
of a fishy business 


“ P rotiab jy one ^at Michael Fish would rather forget. 

rang the BBC and said she heard that there 

a hurricane on the way, he announced, lOyeareagp tomorrow. “But 
if you are watching, don’t worry - there isn’t." ■ 

Less than ^4 hours later, a hurricane tore across the south coast of 
England in a four-horn: frenzy that killed 19 people, ripped up 15 mil- 
lion trees and caused bUhons of pounds worth of damage. 

Bui on a programme about the night of 15 October, Mr Fish, who is 
affectionately known as “Mr Polyester" because of his striking taste in 
suits, now- claims that he never said there would not be a hurricane. On 
? lorm of the Century , to be broadcast on Radio 2 tonight, Mr Fish says 
it was the media that got it wrong. 

The woman referred to was talking about a potential hurricane in Flori- 
da that had been i mentioned in the news. The Met Office got it spectac- 
ularly wrong, but i was only one of the messengers,” be says in the interview. 
Bearing in mind the number of times the television dip las been replayed, 
this would be a lough argument to win at the best of times. The footage 
is currently being shown to flag a television programme about the storm. 
But Mr Fish has another problem - his Nemesis, in the shape of the per- 
son behind that fateful telephone call, has also come back to haunt him. 

The woman who made the call 
is Anita Hart, 46, from north-west 
London. It wps her son, Gaon, 
who, while doing meteorology as 
part of a geography degree, com- 
piled the weather forecast that 
prompted Mrs Hart's call. 

In a “join-the-dots” weather 
prediction, of a kind he often 
made for his parents, he bad 
warned them not to go on a 
planned caravan irip to Wales af- 
ter seeing what looked like a se- 
vere storm approaching. They 
reacted with disbelief, thinking 
that anything so serious would 
[. surely have been noted else- 
where, and decided to call the 
BBC Hence the fateful call, he 
says, to Michael Fish. 

Mrs Han is currently travel- 
ling and could not comment yes- 
terday. But Gaon Hart, now a ‘ 


Spare teddy bear wins £2,000 for author 



Andy Blackford, above, winner of The Independent 
and Scholastic Children's Books Story of the Year 
competition, yesterday received a £2,000 prize for 
his winning entry Spare Bear. 

Mr Blackford 47, wrote his book after “down- 
shifting” last year from a career in advertising to 
pursue his writing. He is the author of five published 
works, including a biography of Tyneside rock group 
The Animals. He has always enjoyed writing for chil- 
dren, but it was the arrival of his third child two years 
ago and the “jail sentence" of “the prospect of hav- 
ing to read and re-read the same bland and formulaic 
books for years” that prompted Spare Bear, the sto- 
ry of a “spare" teddy bear, bought for a child that 
lies languishing in a cupboard and then has to cope 
with feelings of both happiness and guilt when his 
bear rival is incapacitated, brin g in g him into ihe fold 

ML Greenall and Nadya Smith, as runners up 
in the competition, each won £500. Ms Greenall, 
67, has painted and drawn all her life. Her Harry 


lawyer, said the pair were astonished to hear of Mr Fish's denial. 

“My mother actually spoke to Michael Fish because she called the 
BBC and was accidentally put through to him. She never mentioned any- 
thing about Florida, and nor did he when the forecast went out," Mr Hart. 
31, said yesterday. 

“It’s coincidental indeed that he happens to get a phone call about 
one hurricane and another in Florida on the same day," he observed. “It 
just doesn’t add up." His mother, he said, had even become an answer 
to a Trivial Pursuit question, in an American version of the game. All 
things considered, he could find little explanation for why Mr Fish had 
suddenly decided to speak out. 

“I think he's realised that it's going to haunt him for the rest of his 
days. I don’t want to be nasty - perhaps he legitimately doesn’t remem- 
ber ... But it’s on the record and it did happen." Mr Hart said that nei- 
ther he nor his mother wished Mr Fish any 31-will, despite the obvious 
disparities between what they and the weatherman say happened. 

“My mum’s going to find it amusing. She finds it all very amusing. In 
fact, she feels sorry for him." 

Whatever the truth, there is one possible explanation for Mr Fish’s 
apparent keenness to separate his professional image from those noto- 
rious quotes. In June it was reported that the weatherman had been re- 
cruited by Florida meteorologists to help spot hurricanes threatening Miami 
He was said to be part of a new “co-operation pact" between the Mete- 
orological Office in Bracknell, Berkshire, and the Florida authorities, which 
are keen to deploy both British supercomputers and staff expertise. 

Michael Fish could not be readied to comment last night 

— JojoMoyes 


Dempster judged ‘inept’ over libel against baron 


Nigel Dempster, the Daily Mail's 
gossip columnist was labelled 
“inept" by a High Court judge yes- 
terday and fined £10,000 for 
contempt of court for repeating 
a libel against millionaire Steven 
Bentinck. 

Mr Dempster's employer. As- 
sociated Newspapers, publisher of 
the Daily Mail , was also fined 
£25,000 and faces costs estimated 
at £20.000. The fines come on top 
of £50,000 paid into court for 
Baron Bentinck in settlement of 
the original 1995 libel. ■ 

Judge Richard Walker ruled 
that Mr Dempster (right) and the 
newspaper were in contempt of 
court for breaching an undertak- 
ing made in 1995 not to repeat the 
claim that Baron Bentinck had 
been mean to his estranged wife. 



The Baron claimed that a Demp-* 
ster column in August thus year, 
which asserted that the baroness 
had received a “tax-free £5,000 a 
month settlement but no lump 
sum", repeated the libel. 

The newspaper argued that no 
breach had occurred because the 
words complained of in the sec- 
ond item did not amount to an al- 
legation of meanness. But the 
judge ruled yesterday that the sec- 


ond article did allege meanness on 
the part of Baron Bentinck, al- 
though on a “lesser scale" than in 
the first, and that its publication 
was a breach of the undertaking. 

Judge Walker said he was not 
satisfied that Mr Dempster had 
wilfully and deliberately broken 
the undertaking and concluded 
that his conduct in publishing 
-the-item may have -been at*- 
tribuiable to “ineptitude and neg- 
ligence". Otherwise, he said, the 
sentence would have been stiffen 

Mr Dempster left the court 
without comment but Baron 
Bentinck said “My only regret is 
that there was not a token sojourn 
at Her Majesty’s pleasure which 
might have bad a more calming 
effect on future publications." 

— Paul McCann 


Controversial drugs tsar appointed 
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A controversial chief constable 
will be appointed today as the na- 
tional drugs “tsar". 

Keith Hellawell, Chief Con- 
stable of West Yorkshire, will 
become the UK Anti-Drugs Co- 
Ordinator while his deputy will be 
Michael Trace, the head of the Re- 
habilitation for Addicted Prison- 
ers Trust (Rapt). 

The Government has opted for 
two men with very different back- 
grounds to help straddle the dif- 
ferent sides of the drugs debate 
and to share the workload. 


Mr HcUawclI. 56. a spokesman 
on drugs for the Association of 
Chief Mice Officers, has caused 
controversy by talking about re- 
laxing laws on cautioning people 
caught in possession of cannabis. 
He has proposed greater use of re- 
habilitation, rather than punish- 
ment for drug abusers, and is keen 
to develop the American system of 
specialist drug courts. However, he 
rejects the legalisation of cannabis. 

He also sparked a debate on 
prostitution when he recently re- 
vealed to The Independent that he 


was in favour of legalising brothels. 

Mr Hellawell earns signifi- 
cantly more than the £73.000 of- 
fered for the job, and it is unclear 
whether he has had to take a pay 
cut. It also remains to be seen 
whether Mr Hellawell will stick to 
the Government's tough line on 
drugs. 

As a foil to the police chief, Mr 
Trace, 36. is seen as a younger and 
more user-friendly appointment 
with expertise in prisons and drug 
treatment. 

— Jason Bennetto 
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New MPs’ radical imagefades 




Their arrival was meant to herald the start of a fresh, modermangii^m . 
the House of Commons. But A survey has revealed that the I99?/ihtag* 
of new MPs shows no more inclination to radically change tht^dao^th!^ 

their predecessors dkL • - . - 

• '• The Parliamentary House Magazine reports that while aftno$t;hsdftIi& 
MPs elected for the first time in May would like lo-.ciiaoge 
Westminster, as many want better offices as much as a. new peijj- 


192. Some complained about the “museum-like ... .. 

many said they liked the sense of histoiy about the place. Only three thought' ; 
the debates too adversarial, but 27 said there was tqomucfr papers**^ 
One said what he really wanted was “an office-with a window phrase”: 

T The authors, Professor Philip Norton, from the University ofHuflJtma. 
Austin Mitchell, long-standing Labour MP for Great . Grimly, stiff fh g - 
the new MPS did not seem to be bankeringafter major disrpgest * •'■. * *- 
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the Street Pigeon tells the story of a pigeon who de-. 
rides to stand up to a shop owner. 

Nadya Smith’s Joe and the Lion tells the story 
of Joe, bullied for being black and wearing glass- 
es, who undergoes a transformation upon seeing a 
brave lion at the zoo. As in her two collections of 
short stories. Will You Come on Wednesday and Im- 
ran’s Secret, the 70-year-old former Birmingham 
teacher draws on her experience in mainly Asian 
schools to explore the particular growing pains that 
children of ethnic minorities suffer. 

The Story of the Year Competition has been run- 
ning for five years, and this year attracted more than 
2,000 entries. The stories were narrowed down to 
a final 10, all of which have been printed in a Sto- 
ry of the Year5 anthology to be published by Scholas- 
tic Children’s Books in the autumn. Pupils from 10 
schools read the shortlisted stories, and, along with 
a panel of seven judges, helped choose the winner. 

— JojoMoyes 
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LIFESTYLE 

Gypsies lose out in health stakes 1 / £ 


Gypsies and travellers are among the least healthy people in Britain arid 
have little access to NHS services, new research claims today. V' . 

Their record of life expectancy, infant mortality, accidents andehron- . 
ic diseases was significantly worse than that of house-dwellers, according^ 
to Dr Derek Dawes, a lecturer in housing policy at the University of Bris- . 
tol, who argues in a new book that the C riminal Justice and Public Order- 
Act has worsened the already comparatively poor health of travelling peo- 
ple. Gypsies and travellers were unable to register with GPS, leading to - 
an increased incidence of chrome disease among children and adults, as 
well as poor ante-natal care and little health education. Dental health was 
at the level of “almost c rimin al neglect”. Dr Dawes said. 

• “Gypsies, travellers and the health service: A study in inequality”, is avail- ' 
able from The Policy Press, University of Bristol. 
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Invest in children, says Bamardo’s 


Failing to invest in children costs Britain a fortune, according to a report 
released today. 

• — Poverty, family breakdown, crime and violence later in life could be re- 
_ .dijced if the Government supported children while they were young, said 

the children’s charity Baraardo's. Its report, Today and Tomorrow: Invest- 
ing in our Children, highlights an American programme called High/Scope 
which has shown how early education for disadvantaged children can have 
a major impact on their futures; children following the programme are more 
likely to go on to higher education, find jobs, and enjoy higher earnings 
than those who do not. The scheme also resulted in lower rates of crime, 
benefit claims and teenage pregnancy, the report stated. “Investing in tire 
early years works.” Roger Singleton, Baraardo’s chief executive, aid. •* 

• “Today and Tomorrow: Investing in our Children” Bamardos Childcare Pub- 
lications. Bamardo's Trading Estate, Paycocke Road Basildon, SSH3DR. £7.1 

— Gehda 
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TOURIST RATES 




Australia (dollars) 

2.12 

Italy (lira) 

2i7Z7 

Austria (schillings) 

19.42 

Japan (yen) 

19357; 

Belgium (francs) 

57.10 

Malta (lira) • 

o.6i : 

Canada ($) 

2.18 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.11 : 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.81 

Norway (kroner) 

1M4 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.59 

Portugal (escudos) 

279.21 

France (francs) 

9.28 

Spain (pesetas) 

23177- 

Germany (marks) 

2.77 

Sweden (kroner) 

^T202' 

Greece (drachmei) 

439.03 

Switzerland (francs) 

I via 

Hong Kong ($) 

12.16 

Turkey (lira) 

272tfS9 

Ireland (punts) 

1.07 

USA ($) 

tea 1 



Source* Thomctfiofa 
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Surprisingly cheap international calls 
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Genes offer 
Alzheimer’s 
breakthrough 


.. " 


A combination of two 
genes carried by one in 
15 of the population is 
•v associated with a 30-fold 
- increase in the risk of 
contracting Alzheimer’s 
disease. Jeremy Laura nee. 
Health Editor, considers 
the implications. 




stakes 


rnardoi 


An advance in the understand- 
ing of one of the most feared 
diseases in the western world 
is reported by scientists today. 
Researchers at Oxford Univer- 
sity have discovered a gene 
which interacts with a second, 
previously known gene to in- 
crease the risk of developing 
Alzheimer's disease. 

People who carry both genes 
have 30 times the normal risk 
of developing the degenera- 
tive condition which strips the 
elderly of their dignity and af- 
fects an estimated 600,000 peo- 
ple in Britain. But the discovery 
raises questions about the ethics 

. of testing for a disease that can- 
not be cured or prevented. 

The Oxford discovery builds 
on earlier American research in 
1993 which identified a variant 
of the Apo E gene on chromo- 
some 19. People with the vari- 
ant, known as E4 - about 25 per 
cent of the population - have a 
four-fold increased risk of de- 
veloping Alzheimer's. 

Now scientists at the Oxford 
project to investigate memory 
and a geing (Optima), headed by 
Professor David Smith, have dis- 

d covered a variant of the gene for 

butrylcbolinesterase, a protein, 
on chromosome 3, which in- 
teracts with Apo E4 to give a 30- 
fold increase in risk. When 
present alone, the variant of the 
gene, known as “K", increases 
the risk seven and a half times. 
Only those over 65 with late on- 
set Aizheimers are affected. 


Although early onset Aizh- 
eimers is the same disease, it has 
a different cause. 

Professor Smith, head of 
the department of pharmacol- 
ogy at Oxford University, said 
the findings were “very exciting” 
but had to be replicated before 
they could be relied on. "We 
were very surprised to find the 
interaction between the two 
genes. It suggests that the two 
proteins somehow interact to 
cause tbe disease. If it is repli- 
cated the discovery is important 
because it gives us a target to 
interrupt the disease process 
with drugs.” 

The findings are based on a 
study of 282 people over 65 in 
the Oxford area published in 
Human Molecular Genetics. 
Professor Smith said the dis- 
covery could open up a new 
chapter in Alzheimer's research 
but it raised “serious ethical 
questions” about testing. Bris- 
tol Myers Squibb, which fund- 
ed the research, has applied to 
patent the test although it has 
no plans to develop one. 

“1 am 59 and I would not 
want to be tested. Even though 
if you have both gene variants 
you are at increased risk, it is not 
a certainty. Riding a motorbike 
is riskier than flying in an aero- 
plane but many people ride mo- 
torbikes and never have an 
accident." 

The research team, which 
has been studying Aizheimers 
for 10 years, is now investigat- 
ing tbe gene for a link with heart 
disease. Previous studies have 
shown the Apo E4 gene doubles 
tbe risk of heart disease. 

Professor Smith said: “Is 
there an interaction [between 
the two gene variants], there 
too? If not then the effect is very 
specific to Alzheimer’s, which 
would be a vety important due. 

If it does then it could be im- 
portant in screening for heart 
disease.” 




Hype is winner 
in the battle for 
breakfast time 


The battle of breakfast 

radio between Zoe 
Bail and Chri* Evans got 

under W*Y yestenfay. 

fa rf MeConn* Media 

Correspondent, finds 
that the struggle of the 

airwaves on> e second to 
the battle for headlines. 


To bastard^ Disaeli: there are 
three types of hype - 

damned hype and show business 

hype. When Chris Evans start- 
ed his breakfast show on Virgin 
Radio yesterday and Zoe : Ball 
and the established DJ Kevin 
Greening started their new 
show cm Radio 1 it was difficult 
to separate the damned lies 
from the publicity stunts. 

Round one in the publicity 
battle went to the BBC with a 
report that its radio chief 
Matthew Bannister had turned 
dawn a request from Chris 
Evans’ agent two weeks ago for 
Evans to return to Radio L 

Evans then made his own bid 

for h eadline s by claiming he had 
told Bannister to sack him so 
that Bannister could appear in 
control: “I had a breakfast 
meeting with Matthew Bannis- 
ter. Matthew said he was having 
trouble fending off the press and 
pressure from the governors. 

“I said, ‘Between you and I, 
the best thing you could do now 
is get rid of me, because I have 
delivered the audience, then you 
can show your authority by 
getting rid of me 1 ." 

Evans tried to pump con- 
troversy into his show by invit- 
ing William Hague, the Tory 
leader, on to the show to admit 
■he is “a raving homosexual and 
proud of it" - while admitting 
that he knows Hague isn’t gay, 
but saying it would be wonder- 
ful for ratings. 

Evans also complained 
about having to work for three 
hours a day and celebrated the 


new sponsor for his show by 
drinking a can of beer at 
8.08am; “If you can’t get pissed 
on your own show, when can 
you get pissed?” he asked. 

In a show that saw the in- 
creasingly self-referential Evans 
play only five songs in his first 
hour, the DJ also revealed that 
he had returned to radio to get 
more freebies: “The reason, we 
came back to the radio is be- 
cause we stopped getting things 
for free. We didn’t realise how 
much we got for free since we 
came off” He and his team had 
had free car loans and scooters 
in their time at Radio 1 and he 
had a Bentley at the weekend. 

Radio 1 was making its awn 

bid to keep listeners - and 
make headlines - by interview- 
ing two of the Spice Girls about 
how the England footballer 
David Beckham had flown to 
Turkey to be with his girlfriend, 
Victoria Adams, a member of 
the all-girl band. Such is the fore 
of the breakfast show. 

Radio 1 did at least attempt 
to stick to music and had the 
Lightening Seeds’ lead singer, 
Ian Broudie, in the studio to 
play the band’s new single. 

At a post-show press con- 
ference just after Chris Evans 
and Richard Branson had 
sprayed each other with cham- 
pagne Evans asserted, without 
a trace of irony, that Zoe Ball 
had been hired by the BBC just 
to garner publicity. “It’s not 
Zoe’s show,” he said. “It’s 
Kevin's. They are using her as 
a massive publicity thing." 

The reason for all the fuss is 

that almost half of all radio lis- 
tening takes place between 7 
and 9am each day when 34 mil- 
lion people tune in to a radio. 
Over 5 million people listen to 
Radio 1 while Virgin is heard by 
1.8 million. 

Mr Bannister said: “You 
have to get your breakfast show 
right because the millions you 
bring in then will likely stay with 

you for the rest of the day." 


Breakfast rivals: 



1 

TV has gone too far, says Middle 
England’s high priestess of passion 

m.m wmIm# u/Ant C!H F.LTEt 


FILL IN. 


Mary Wesley went to the 

Cheltenham Festnral 

Literature and 
captivated her audience 
with a lecture on sex. 

Sam Taylor listened to the 
84-year-o|d novelist who 
could teach Doctor Ruth 
a thing or two. 


Sex has come to Cheltenham. 
In a room packed with loyal 

fans, fed a diet of unbridled pas- 
sion, heaving bosoms, hand- 
some heroes and sexually bereft 
heroines, this was the moment 
they had been waiting for. They 
smiled when she mentioned 
her socialism, they cooed when 
she spoke lovingly of her home 
in Cornwall, they cheered the 
gpod news of her successful hip 
replacement bnt mostly they 
wriggled in. their seats, waiting. 

. And they weren’t disap- 
pointed. Mary Wesley does sex 
for middle England like no 
Other. “Sex," said Mary, “Is 
everywhere you look, in the 
street, in paintings, in music, in 
gestures, in just about every- 
thing.” And, of course, in her 
novels.. This, after afl. is the 
woman that brought us the 
Camomile Lawn, a book that, 
when it was subsequently 
adapted for the small screen by 

Sir Peter Hall, kept the nation 
goggle-eyed week after week, 
enraptured by the extremely 



Wesley: 'We had sex but we didn’t take our clothes ofP 


high bare -breast count. The 
whole nation that is, except for 
the author herself. “I hated 
the way they adapted the 
Camomile Lawn for the televi- 
sion”, she fumed. “All those long 
languorous sex scenes were so 
out of context because we didn’t 
have central heating during the 
war and so although we 
certainly had lots of sex, we 
certainly didn't take all our 
clothes of. It was far too cold for 
all that. We went to bed in 
several sturdy sweaters and 
only took some of them off 
when we were actually under 
the blankets." 

If wasn’t she explained that 
die was a prude, far from it, just 
that it made her extremely an- 
gry that the BBC had seen fit 


to abandon completely the pe- 
riod of the book. “Unforgiv- 
able”, she added. “Here, here ” 
said the elderly Cheltenham 
gentleman seated at the back of 
the halL “I never got a good 
look at my wife's body for years 
and even then we had to have 

the lights off." 

Mary, who didn’t write her 
first navel. Jumping The Queue, 
until she was 70. gained her own 

sexual education in a time when 
young women were kept igno- 
rant and inno cent and the ma- 
jority of her peers didn’t have 
a clue what to expect. “I re- 
member during the war, a 
young girl of 24 years old who 
was engaged to be married 
came up to me and asked if 1 
could explain to her what would 


CHELTENHAM 
LITERARY 
FESTIVAL 

SPONSORED BY 
THE INDE PE NDENT 

happen on her wedding night. 

I was married myself with young 
children and so she safely as- 
sumed I would know. When I 
told her how it all worked she 
just couldn’t believe it!” 

But the longer the war went 
on the more freedom women 
gained. “We had fun during the 
war because there was a sense, 
and this is what I tried to cap- 
ture in the Camomile Lawn, that 
we might not have another 
chance. Consequently we spent 
a lot of time having parties and 
love affairs because every time 
might have been the last time." 

It was, Mary explained to her 

captive audience, a good thing 
that women of the younger 
generation now have a greater 
sexual freedom but she won- 
dered if sometimes it means 
they are a lot more indiscrimi- 
nate than they might be. “In my 
day ” she said. "I would only 
have sex with a man if I found 
him extremely attractive, these 
days, grrTs seem to choose them 
in much the same way as they 
might choose to 'suck on a 
boiled sweet” 
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tomorrow 

theatre 

Watch Hamlet and 
Macbeth with 
psychiatrists and see 
what they say 



fashion 

Stella McCartney, a 
virgin in Paris. 

A Beatle’s daughter 
joins the big league 
with her first catwalk 

show. Does it make 
sense? 
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Blair barracked after historic handshake 




Adams 


Tony Blair was jostled 
and jeered by loyalists 
after shaking hands with 
Sinn Fein president 
Gerry Adams during a 
visit to Belfast. It was, 
says Dovid McfC/ttrick, 
Ireland Correspondent, 

a day which combined 
the promise of new 
beginnings with a sharp 

, « reminder of the 

^persistence of conflict. 


Tony Blair encountered both 
the rough and the smooth in 
Belfast yesterday. The smooth 
part came with what was by all 
accounts a cordial meeting with 
Gerry Adams. Martin McGuin- 
ness and other republicans in 
the inter-party talks at Stor- 
mont. 

When Mr Adams told him 
that he hoped he would be “the 
last British prime minister with 
jurisdiction in Ireland,*’ he did 
so in a non-con f ron tat ional 
tone. When Mr Blair replied 
that “there is an opportunity 
and we've got to seize it because 
if we don't sec ii we may not see 
it again in my lifetime,” the Sinn 
^Fein leader seems to have been 
impressed. 

The civilities which accom- 
panied this, the first hand- 


shake between a prime minis- 
ter and a Sinn Fein leader 
since Lloyd George met 
Michael Collins, were however 
in sharp contrast to the rough 
treatment Mr Blair 
received an hour later in an east 
Belfast shopping centre. 

“Traitor,” they shouted. 
“Your hands are covered in 
blood," they barracked him. 
■The loyalist protesters were 
wailing, some wearing rubber 
gloves to show what they 
thought of the Blair-Adaras 
handshake. "Shame," they 
shouted. One man kept up a 
metronomic chant: "Scum - 
scum - scum." A woman yelled: 
^You are contaminated, 1*11 
not shake hands with you." 

The Prime Minister look 
refuge in a bank before the 
security people got together to 
escort him away from it all. 

David Trimble, the UlsleT 
Unionist leader, blamed the 
media, saying people had been 
“infuriated and goaded" by ex- 
aggerated reports of the sig- 
nificance of the occasion. He 
added: “I disapprove of whal 
has happened but let’s put the 
responsibility where it belongs." 

The handshakes took place 
behind closed doors at the 
Stormont talks building. 

Afterwards Mr Blair said: “1 
treated Gerry Adams and the 
members of Sinn Fein in the 
same way 1 treat any human be- 


ing. What is important in the sit- 
uation here in Northern Ireland 
is that we do treat each other as 
human beings. Everybody who 
is here has got to be committed 
to the principle of non-violence 
- anybody who departs from this 
will not be in these talks.” 

Mr Blair also held short 
meetings with the seven other 
parties, apart from Sinn Fein, 
who are in the talks. While dis- 
cussions are still in their early 
stages, the British and Irish gov- 
ernments hope that today will 
bring the opening of substan- 
tive negotiations on what is seen 
as the most sensitive part of the 

talks. Lhe question of Northern 

Ireland's future relations with 
the rust of Ireland. 

Mr Adams later said ap- 
provingly: “ Wc are dealing with 
a man who certainly recognis- 
es this is an historic opportunity. 
He recognises also there needs 
to be change to bring about 
transformation to consolidate 
the peace process. If there’s go- 
ing to be change, there needs 
to be change also by the British 
government and I hope Mr 
Blair brings that about” 

John Hume, leader of the 
Social Democratic and Labour 
Partv, said of Mr Blair. “The 
very fact that he is coming to 
visit our towns and cities has 
strengthened the will of our 
people for lusting peace in an 
enormous way." 



Tony Blair is escorted through angry loyalist protesters at an east 


shortly after meeting Gemr Adam, Photograph: Pacemater 



Lloyd George had never been quite so excited 


Michael Collins: Described 
PM as ‘obnoxious’ 


The last occasion when 
a British prime minister 
formally met leaders of 
Sinn Fein was in 1921. 
David McKiWick on the 
historical precedents for 
yesterday’s handshake. 

At their four one-to-one meet- 
ings in 1921, Eamonn De 
Valera treated the British 
prime minister, Lloyd George, 
to extensive - displays of his- 


legendary gifts for verbosity 
and ambiguity. His lengthy 
account of England’s historic 
wrongs against Ireland left the 
prime minister, by one ac- 
count, “white and exhausted". 

Nonetheless, Lloyd George 
was quite taken by the repub- 
lican leader, summing him up 
to a confidant as “a nice man, 
honest, astonishingly little vo- 
cabulary, wants to settle but 
afraid of his followers”. 

The PM had made special 
preparations for the meeting. 


his secretary recording in her 
diary. “1 have never seen him 
so excited as he was before de 
Valera arrived. I could see be 
was working out the best way 
of dealing with de Valera - as 
I told him afterwards, he was 
bringing up all his guns.” 

Since she was also Lloyd 
George’s Lover, it may be pre- 
sumed that that she was fa- 
miliar with his states of 
excitement 

Llpyd George, in a move 
which could hardly be de- 


scribed as subtle, had the cab- 
inet room decked out with a 
huge map of the world em- 
phasising the large areas which 
then belonged to Lhe British 
empire. De Valera, however, 
refused to be impressed. In 
their talks Lloyd George could 
get few straight answers. 

Their discussions ended 
without agreement but later in 
the year a full republican ne- 
gotiating team arrived in Lon- 
don, this time dominated by 
Michael Collins. 


The two men did not gel on, 
Collins finding Lloyd George 
“particularly obnoxious". The 
PM originally judged the re- 
publican to be “undoubtedly a 
considerable person", but he 
later dismissed him as “an un- 
educated, rather stupid man”. 

A problem arose when 
some British ministers did not 
wish to shake hands with the 
Sinn Fein delegation, regard- 
ing them as murderers. To 
deal with this Lloyd George 
alone shook bands with the re- 


publicans. He then introduced 
them to his ministers across the 
cabinet table, the broad ex- 
panse of which made hand- 
shakes impossible. 

Lloyd George never man- 
aged to establish working re- 
lationships with republicans, 
but the talks exercise was in re- 
publican terms disastrous, 
leading to the Anglo-Irish 
treaty, the split within repub- 
licanism, the death of Collins 
and the cementing of the par- 
tition of Ireland. 



Lloyd George: Felt Collins 
was *a rather stupid man* 
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Banks promises action as Rome forces 


After Rome, the FA 
fears of further violence 
. at the World Cup. While 
Tony Banks promised a 
dampdown on hooligans 
and “unofficial” ticket 
agents, Jan Burrell says 
fans are already planning 
their trips to France. 


evidence fh^t many 
“gfiah fens were the innocent 

.yictnns of thnggish Italian poKo 

“g-.at Saturdays match in 
jtofee, the violence has forced 
hooKgankmbackanto 
“e political agenda. 

Tony Banks, the' sports 
m *°gter, said yesterday that the 
ootarts were not doing enough 
to stop convicted thugs travel- 


ling abroad. “Officials ... are 
now reviewing the scheme. Be- 
cause quite dearly, if we are not 
using the powers that we have 
to stop these people travelling 
then frankly we are not doing 
our job properly,” he said. 

Earlier Mr Banks said that, 
although ho blamed Italian 
fans for starting the violence, he 
was concerned at the role of 


what be called “so-called re- 
sponsible” ticket agencies 
which sold English fans tickets 
obtained from Italian sources. 
“We are going to have look very 
care&lty at whether this should 
be permitted,” he said. 

Keith Prowse International, 
which sold packages for the 
game to 950 England fais, said 
it supplied British and Italian 


football violence back on the agenda 


police with the names and ad- 
dresses of all toe supporters 
.“We have done nothing wrong. 
In fact, the Italian authorities 
even told us how well we had 
done everything,” it said. - 
France is the next potential 
battle zone and yesterday trav- 
el companies reported an im- 
mediate demand for packages 
to the finals in the summer. 


Richard Brierfy, chief exec- 
utive of the Association of 
British Tour Operators to 
France, said: “I would have 
thnugbt all operators interest- 
ed in offering the package will 
look at any [ticketing] source 

they can provided it is legal and 

above board." Yesterday toe 

Italian judicial authorities were 
dealing with 31 English fans ar- 


ested at the weekend. An- 
te* Jordan, 38, a manner, 
rom St Albans, Hertfordshire; 
-ernando Puertohmo, 31, a 
psychiatric main fr° m Brent- 
rood, Essex; and An- 
rews, 39, from CradleyHeato, 


mg a policeman unconscious 
and received eight-month sus- 


sentence was imposed on 
Patrick Brogan, 30, of Alder- 


--- 

ad-butting a policeman.- In 
eland yesterday, Stephen 



Surgeons accused over 
high child death rate 


A senior consultant is alleged to 
have continued to perform 
complex heart surgery on babies 
although the death rate for his 
patients was nearly four times the 
national average. Kathy Marks 
reports on one of the most 
significant General Medical 
Council cases of recent years. 

Between 1990 and 1994, nine of the fifteen 
babies who underwent “hole in the heart” 
operations at the hands of James Wisheart 
died. The mortality rate, according to 
Roger Henderson, QC, counsel for toe 
GMC, was “unacceptably high.” 

The charge was made-at the start of a 
marathon disciplinary bearing a gatner 
three doctors accused of serious profes- 
sional misconduct relating to babies op- 
erated on four congenital heart defects at 
the Bristol Royal Infirmary between 1988 
and 1995. 

The case against Mr Wisbeart and Ja- 
nardan D hasmana, both paediatric cardiac 

surgeons, and Dr John Roy lance, former 
chief executive of the United Bristol 
Healthcare NHS Trust, is expected to lost 
well into next year and to hear evidence 
from up to 40 families. It will be followed 
by a Government inquiry that could lead 
to changes in the way that surgical prac- 
tice is regulated. 

Mr Henderson said that Mr Wisheart 
should have realised by 1993 that his death 
rate was up to 54 per cent, compared with 
a national level of 13.9 per cent. His rate 
was “comparatively disastrous,' 1 Mr Hen- 
derson said. 

Mr Wisheart and Mr Dhasmana, the 
latter of whom specialised in “switching" 
operations to unscramble major arteries, 
are alleged to have continued with then- 


work despite concerns expressed to them 
by colleagues. Mr Wisheart, who was also 
the hospital's medical director and is now 
retired, is also said to have misl ed patents 
about the risks of their children dying or 
suffering brain damage. Dr Royiance is ac- 
cused of failing to heed the concerns of 
other consultants and prevent further op- 
erations going ahead. 

Mr Henderson said lessons had been 
learned in Bristol and the provision of pae- 
diatric heart services had radically im- 
proved in the past twoyeais.“l appreciate 
that these words may be of little solace to 
parents of children who have died or suf- 
fered brain damage,” he added. “It is clear 
that emotions run high in marry quarters." 

Of Mr Dhasmana’s infant patients, 20 
out of 38 died between 1988 and 1995. Mr 
Hendersoa said that no one doubted the 
dedication of either doctor, but they 
should have been airarectf how poorly then- 
results compared with the national picture. 
“They had to stop operating if too marry 
babies were dying,” he said. 

Mr Henderson said that Dr Stephen 
Bolsin, a consultant anaesthetist, had 
played a key role in raising toe alert about 
the two surgeons. “He may be portrayed 
by others as an rather unattractive whis- 
tle-blower,” he said. “The feet remains that 
is was and is the overriding duty of a doc- 
tor to safeguard the interests of patients, 
even if that means shopping a colleague 
or blowing the whistle on a colleague's per- 
formance or conduct.” 

Mr Henderson said experts would tell 
the GMC that a number of children 
“would be alive today” if a more experi- 
enced surgeon had operated on Mr Dhas- 
m ana 's patients. At one time, two babies 
out of three were (tying after being oper- 
ated on by him. more than six times the 
accepted level. 

All three doctors deny misconduct 

The case continues tomorrow. 


John Denver dies in crash 


Often scorned by the critics, doted on by 
fans who bought his records by the million, 
country singer John Denver died when the 
small aircraft he was flying plummeted into 
the Pacific. Denver, a licensed pilot, 
crashed shortly after take-off from Mon- 
terey Airport south of San Francisco, on 
Sunday night. His single-engine aircraft was 
described by local police as “experimen- 
tal”, and witnesses said it dropped suddenly 
into (he water from about 500 feet 

Denver, 53, became one of the biggest 
recording artists in the United States with 
a country boy image and songs that were 
irresistibly catchy. His allure was difficult 
to define but it served him well “He was 
never anything but John Denver. He 
didn’t accommodate new trends," said his 
friend Pierre Cossette. 

Born Henry John Deutschendorf Jr, son 
of an Air force pDot he look his name from 


the capital of Colorado, the state where he 
lived. His big break. came in 1969 when one 
of his songs, “Leaving on a Jet Plane”, was 
turned into a hit by Peter, Paul and Mary. 
He began performing his own composi- 
tions, like “Sunshine on my Shoulders", and 
“Thank God Tm a Country Boy”. Eight of 
his albums went platinum with sales of more 
than a million, and John Denver’s Greatest 
Hit has sold 10 million world-wide. 

He is best known for Annie’s Song", 
written for his first wife. Its lyrics were typ- 
ical of his folk-pop tunes and their simple. 
Western themes: “\bu fill op my senses, like 
a night in the forest like the mountains in 
spring time, like a walk in the rain." The 
World Wide Web site for his fen club yes- 
terday carried the message: “Though the 
singer is silent, there is still truth in his sot©.” 

- Tim Cbmwetf 
Obituary, page 22 


13 MUSICIANS WHO DIED IN PLANE CRASHES 


Glenn Miller - 1944 
Buddy Holly 
The Big Bopper 

Ritchie Vialens - all together in 1959 
Patsy Cline - 1963 
Jim Reeves - 1964 
Otis Redding - 1967 
Ronnie van Zant 


Steve Gaines 

Cassie Gaines (all Lynryd Skyniyd) - 
1977 

Rick Nelson - 1985 
Stevie Ray "Vhughan - 1990 (plus three 
members of Brie Gapton's 
entourage in a helicopter crash) 

John Denver - 1997 



History man: Michael Foot after speaking at the dedication 
of newly restored memorials to radical reformers and to 
Robert Owen, founder of the Co-operative Movement, In 
Kensal Green, north-west London Photograph: David Rose 

High winds ground Saturn 
mission as court bid fails 

Court battles launched by environmentalists foiled to stop toe 
Cassini-Huygens mission to Saturn from getting off the launch pad 
yesterday. Instead, it was nature that held up toe start of its 22 
billion-mile journey. 

High winds at 45,000fi meant the I82ft-high rocket was 
grounded by scientists at mission control in Florida but it still has 
a launch window extending to 15 November in order to complete 
its rendezvous with Titan, one of Saturn’s moons, in seven years. 

The legal challenges came from by environmentalists concerned 
about radiation contamination should toe rocket, which has a nu- 
clear power source, crash, spilling plutonium into the atmosphere. 
They failed, and scientists continued to try to reassure them yes- 
terday that toe odds of any leakage were 2,400-1 against. 

Technical hitches involving batteries and a computer contributed 
to yesterday’s delay. However, the winds were above acceptable 
levels, according to mission control. The next suitable launch op- 
portunity is tomorrow morning. 

- — -Steve Boggart 

£l5m for Maxwell legal aid 

The legal aid bill for defence lawyers in the Maxwell fraud trial 
totalled £14-15m, it was revealed yesterday. Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Irvine of Lairg, gave the figures as he defended government plans 
to cap the legal aid fees paid in big criminal trials. 

Lord Irvine, giving evidence to the Commons Home Affairs 
Select Committee, said that just 1 per cent of cases accounted for 
40 per cent of the criminal legal aid paid out in toe Crown Courts. 

“These are very big figures indeed. The very, very high fees that 
in some cases are charged - 1 think there is a very powerful ar- 
gument that we move in certain categories to fixed price con- 
tracting.” However, he acknowledged the Government could not 
force any lawyer to work for fees they considered unacceptable. 

First woman for national park 

One of toe last bastions of male dominance in the public service 
is beginning to crumble. The heavily bearded world of national 
parks is about to get its first woman chief executive. 

Heather Hancock, a 32-year-old who helped set up toe De- 
partment of National Heritage and the Millennium Commission, 
has been appointed national park officer for the Yorkshire Dales. 
She beat 160 other applicants to bead the park authority. 

— Stephen Goodwin 

Soldier escapes Cyprus jail 

A British soldier escaped a jail sentence yesterday when he was 
fined £750 for assaulting two tourists outside a Cyprus disco. 

King's Rifleman Roger Bell, 26, from Liverpool, walked from 
court a free man after the judge decided not to impose a custo- 
dial sentence in order to save toe soldier’s army career. 

Any type of custodial sentence or even a suspended one would 
have meant Bell, a storekeeper with the regiment in Cyprus, would 
have been discharged. Bell faced up to three years in a Cyprus 
prison after pleading guilty to causing actual bodily harm to Eng- 
lish tourists Barry Ford, 23, and a charge of common assault against 
his girlfriend Claire Harbour, 22, on in August. 


Teacher agency drops 
demand for top degrees 


A target requiring tire majority of 
trainee teachers to hold a top 
degree has been scrapped. The 
move emerged as a recruitment 
drive is launched to remedy a 
growing shortfall in the 
profession, says Education 
Correspondent Lucy Ward. 


The TfeacberTfoming Agency’s goal ctf eight 

out 10 trainee teachers bolding a first- or 
upper-second-class degree by 2002 is 
befog scaled down before it has even been 
implemented. 

Instead, as toe TZA will reveal today 
at toe launch of a high-profile campaign 
to lure recruits to the profession, the Gov- 
ernment will aim to ensure 95 per cent of 
all entrants to post-graduate teacher train- 
ing courses have at least a lower-second. 

The original target, outlined in Angus! 
in a letter from the agency to providers of 
teacher training, was quietly dropped 
after protests that it was unrealistic. 

However, today’s launch will see toe 
agency outlining new goals on the quali- 
fications of entrants to teaching courses. 

It will aim to lift the average A-level 
grades' of entrants from its present level 
of a C and two Ds to at leak three Cs - 
the average for non-teacher training 
courses. 

Whitehall sources said yesterday: 
“Tfeaching trainees should at least have toe 


same qualifications as entrants to other de- 
gree programmes. I don’t see why we 
should stand for anything less on that - a 
weak teacher does more harm than an ab- 
sent teacher." 

The launch noil see the unveiling of a 
£1 5m advertising campaign to boost re- 
cruitment, featuring cinema adverts 
spreading toe message: “No one forgets a 


good teacher. 

Applications for courses have dropped 
sharply as toe economic recovery has in- 
creased the career options for graduates. 

At toe end of August, there were 1,433 
graduates applying to teach maths in sec- 
ondary schools, compared with 2J246 in 
i Cm .»>nn> tKerp were, fewer than 


Amid the efforts to attract high quali- 
ty new recruits to teaching; local author- 
ities are also seeking government help in 


removing (hose not up to standard. 

A £!7m cash pot being considered by 

ministers will allow schools to pay off bad 
teachers to remove them from the class- 
room as early as possible. This follows an 
approach by Graham Lane, education 
chairman of the Local Government As- 
sociation and leader of the local authori- 
ty employers. 

Mr Lane said a fund was needed to al- 
low schools to implement a new agreement 
on fast-trade procedures for removing in- 
competent teachers without a loss of mo- 
mentum. No dismissal should take longer 
than two terms in total, the agreement says. 


Teachers' red tape rage 


Teachers believe they are wasting nearly 
three hours a day on paperwork and non- 
teaching activities, says a survey released 
yesterday. 

Nigel de Gruchy, general secretary of 
the National Association of Schoolmasters 
Union of Women Teachers, which carried 
out the survey, said that the Govern- 
ment’s policy of target-setting was one of 
the new initiatives which threatened to sub- 
merge teachers in paperwork. 

Target-setting is central to the Gov- 
ernment’s efforts to raise standards. Each 
school will set goals whidi will contribute 
to national targets on which the Govern- 
ment will be judged in five years’ time. 

But Mr de Gruchy said that target set- 
ting was becoming absurd. In one un-named 
school teachers had to write repents on chil- 
dren every two weeks in all subjects- “They 
toen have fo describe what each child is go- 
ing to achieve in another two weeks, and 
then describe how they are going to move 


each child from where they are to where 
they want them to be.” 

The union's survey of nearly 12,000 
teachers shows that they think around 15 
hours of their 51-hour week are wasted on 
jobs that take them out of the classroom. 

Tfeacbeis were asked to place a value on 
each of seven areas of work. Only teach- 
ing, lesson preparation and marking scored 
highly. Urey thought contact with gover- 
nors was largely a waste of time and that 
communication with parents, except when 
a child bad misbehaved, was often unpro- 
ductive. Marketing, teachers said, was the 
biggest waste of time. 

They suggested that the Office for 
Standards in Education, which supervises 
inspections, was one of toe main reasons 
for administrative overload. 

Union leaders accept that teachers 
must continue to carry out some of toe tasks 
which they do not value highly but believe 
red tape could still be cut —-Judith Judd 


New powers urged to oust rogue police | 


Police chiefs last night called for sweeping 
powers to root out corrupt officers. The 
Association of Chief Police Officers said 
measures were needed to get rid of the “tiny 
minority” of policemen who had no place 
in the service. 

In evidence presented to toe Commons 
Home Affairs Select Committee Britain’s 
top-ranking police chiefs called for a low- 
er standard of proof in disciplinary pro- 
ceedings. Acpo said toe test should be that 
the case is proved “on the balance of prob- 
abilities” rather than toe present standard 
of “beyond all reasonable doubt”, which is 


toe same as for a criminal prosecution. The 
chairman of Acpo's discipline and com- 
plaints sub-committee, Peter Bensley, the 
Chief Constable of Lincolnshire, told MPs 
that the current situation was out of step 
with modern management practice. 

“I have less powers toon toe manager 
of a large business,” he said. “You are 
expecting me to manage an organisation. 
Just give us the tools to do toe job.” 

He stressed that the new powers were 
needed to deal with toe most serious cas- 
es where officers were alleged to be involved 
in corruption or crime. , 



Funny, it doesn't look like the new Audi A4. 


Looks however, can be deceptive. 


For more information on the new. improved M or the rest of the Audi range call 0345 699 777. 
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Progress Report 

Fulfilling Our 



Commitment 


The Swiss banks are achieving significant progress towards 

reso ving the issue of dormant World War II-era accounts in a fair 
and open manner. 

^ Our major initiatives to date include: 

® Identifying Dormant Accounts 

The Swiss banks are committed io identifying all accounts that could have 
belonged to victims of Nazi persecution. 

In addition to conducting their own search for dormant accounts, 
6 kanks are providing complete access and assistance to 

hundreds of forensic auditors working for the Independent 
Committee of Eminent Persons, chaired by Paul A.Volcker and 
comprised of prominent Jewish and Swiss leaders. 

I Helping Needy Holocaust Survivors 

The Swiss banks are committed to helping needy Holocaust survivors. 

Earlier this year, the three largest Swiss banks. Credit Suisse, 

Swiss Bank Corporation and UBS, contributed 100 million Swiss 
francs ($70 million) to establish a special fund for victims of 
the Holocaust. Other Swiss banks and Swiss industry have since 
contributed an additional 80 million Swiss francs ($55 million). 

* With a pledge of 100 million Swiss francs from the Swiss 
National Bank the fund now has a total of 280 million Swiss 
francs ($194 million). The Fund's board consists of representatives 
of Jewish organisations and private Swiss citizens and is chaired 
by Rolf Bloch, leader of the Swiss Jewish community. Proceeds 
from the Fund will soon be distributed to Holocaust survivors 
in Eastern Europe. 

^ ■ Publishing Dormant Accounts 

The Swiss banks are committed to publishing dormant accounts. 

In July, the Swiss banks published an initial list of World War II- 
era dormant accounts of. non-Swiss customers in newspapers 
around the world and established an Internet site. The Swiss banks 
also established five international contact offices staffed by 
representatives of the accounting organisation of Ernst & Young 
which was engaged to help rightful owners file claims. 

■ Creating An Expedited Payment Process 

The Swiss banks are committed to returning assets to their rightful owners 
quickly, easily and without cost to claimants. 

To accomplish this objective, the banks have established a cost- 
free, expedited payment process, which is being supervised 
by an independent, international panel operating under relaxed 
standards of proof. Claims from the July list are now being 
processed and payments will be made shortly. 

This progress demonstrates the seriousness of the Swiss banks 
which are among the first to address and to resolve this complex 

issue. ; 


New Information Available 

On October 29, tire following World War II-era 
accounts will be published: 

■ Dormant passbooks and savings accounts 
of non-Swiss citizens. 

■ Dormant accounts of non-Swiss citizens 
that have been identified as a result of the 
Swiss banks' ongoing search. 

■ Dormant accounts belonging to Swiss 
citizens. 

Call Our Contact Offices 

If you wish to review these lists, please fill 
out file Information Kit Request Form and mail 
it to the nearest Ernst & Young contact office 
listed below. You will receive an Information 
Kit that includes the lists, fully describes 
the claims process, and explains how to file 
a daim. 

E Ernst & Young LLP Dormant Accounts 
R O. Box 1880, Radio City Station, New York, 

NY 10101-1880, U.S.A.,Tel. +1212344 0610 

S Kost Levary and Forer, Dormant Accounts 
2 Kremenetski Street, Tel Aviv, Israel 67899, 

Tel. +972 3 623 2559 

a ATAG Ernst &Young, Dormant Accounts 
Aeschengraben 9, R O. Box 2149, CH-4002 Basel, 
Switzerland, Tel. +41 61 272 08 11 

k Ernst & Young Kft, Dormant Accounts 

1146 Budapest, Hermina ut 17, Hungary, Tel. +36 1 343 5117 

a Ernst & Young, Dormant Accounts 
The Ernst &Young Building, G. E O. Box 2646, Sydney, 

N. S. W. 2001, Australia, Tel. +61 2 9248 5736 

If you have already received an Information 
Kit from Ernst & Young, an updated kit will be 
mailed to you automatically. 

Use Our Freephone Number Or Web Site 

If you have any questions or need assistance, 
please call the following Freephone number: 

0800-731-0451. 

You can also search for dormant accounts 
and review other pertinent information at the 
Swiss Bankers Association's Internet site: 

http://www.donnantaccounts.ch 

i ~ ~i 

i Information Kit Request Form I 

I i 

I Please send me information about the Claims Process: f 

1 Name ... - — - ! 

j Street . [ 

I Town County Postcode I 

I Country . 1 

1 Daytime Phone: — — ! 

j Please specify preferred language: l 


* □ English □ Yiddish □ Hebrew □ German □ Spanish I 

1 □ Czech □ Hungarian □ Italian □ Polish □ French l 

J □ Portuguese □ Romanian □ Russian □ Bulgarian □ Dutch j 

I 1 
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Wanted: computer experts. Name your salary 


A computer services 
group is resorting to 
Innovative tactics in 
response to the chronic 
shortage of computer 
specialists in the UK. 
Sameena Ahmad discovers 
that the demand 
for experts means 
some salaries have 
doubled in the past 
two years. 


Logica has just opened its 
first walk-in careers desk in 
London, inviting people who 
read its advertisements on 
London's underground trains 
to come in off the street, team 
about the company and set up 
an interview. 

A spokesman for the com- 
pany said the office near Ox- 
ford Circus had been open just 
five days, but has already at- 
tracted 100 people, 60 of 
whom have been invited for 
formal interview. 

The spokesman said the 
company has been staggered 
by the success of the venture: 
“It’s about being smart. Of 
course we advertise in papers 
like everyone else, but we 
thought how could we stand 
out horn other IT companies 
looking for staff?” he said. 

"This has proved incredibly 
popular. We had in a highly 
qualified programmer from 
the Middle East in the office, 
who happened to spot the 
advertisement on his way into 
London from Heathrow. He 
is being interviewed next 
week." 

Logica said the advertise- 
ments were targeted at 
graduates and people looking 
to learn about FT as well as IT 
professionals. Given the initial 
success, the group may open 
more desks outside London. 

The company is also offer- 
ing existing staff bonuses to 
introduce new employees. Last 
year the company recruited a 

quarter of its new people in the 



Logging one Hopeful fob candidates at Logical drop-in interview centre just off Oxford Street in central London 


Photograph: Nioola Kurtz 


Netherlands this way. 

Shortage of skilled IT staff 
has become the key factor 
limiting the growth of IT com- 
panies in the UK Logica was 
forced to post a profits '■yarn- 
ing in June after it said it had 
foiled to recruit computer staff 
quickly enough. 

The problem is soaring 
salaries, driven by the growing 
reliance of business on IT and 
exploding demand for IT spe- 
cialists to solve the millenni- 
um crisis and the possible 
introduction of the single cur- 
rency. 

The combination of wage 
inflation, averaging a stagger- 
ing 20 per cent a year, plus 


growth in the number of 
short term contracts has led 
a sharp increase in staff 
turnover in the IT industry 
with computer buf& chasing 
the best paying contracts. 

Richard Hoiway. who 
writes the IT bible, the Hoi- 
way Report, said that com- 
puter staff shortages were 
becoming critical. 

“I have heard of compa- 
nies who have staff turnover 
rates of up to 30 per cent 
It is just appalling given the 
costs of recruiting new staff. 
Demand for IT - bank loy- 
alty cards, the Internet, elec- 
tronic trading - is 
phenomenal and growing.” 


WHO PROFITS FROM SKILLS SHORTAGE 


It is not just information technology experts 
who have seen their salaries rocket over the 
Last few years. 

A shortage of staff in the financial world 
means employers are having to pay out over 
the odds to secure the best people. 

With tax departments struggling to find 
recruits, salaries have increased by 10 per cent 
in the last three months alone. 

AheadoftaxworidngforaFTSE 100 com- 
pany can earn £160,000 today compared 
with £144,000 in July. 

Banks are also paying out more than they 
were a few months ago. A head of derivatives 
Operations in a major bank can earn £105,000 
compared with £98,000 three months ago- 

But the most dramatic increase in demand 


has been for quantitative analysts who assess 
the financial risk of a company. Last year a 
PhD quantitative analyst with three years' ex- 
perience could earn £70,000. This year their 
earning potential has shot up to £120.000. 

In information technology, figures are com- 
parable. Ahead of IT can now earn £150,000 
compared with £125,000 a year ago. 

A head of systems development can earn 
fBOJXB, compared with £6QfiOQ two years ago. 
Programme manage rs can earn £80,000 com- 
pared with £40,000 two years ago A project 
leader can £65,000 compered to £50,000 a year 

ago. A junior dam bare administrator can start 

on £30,000 compared with £24,500 a year ago. 
(Figures: Robert Whitens) 

— Amanda KeUy 


Fast-chip 

revolution 

for home 

computuers 


A new generation of . 
ultra-fast micro chips 
was launched yesterday. 
They will have the 
processing power of a 
supercomputer but at 

the cost of today’s PCs. 
Randeep Ramesh says the 
new chips could 
revolutionise home 
computing 

New computer chips - which 
are claimed to be the first to 
perform 1 billion “floating 


- were unveiled yesterday by 
Texas Instruments This is 20 
times fester than today's per- 
sonal computers. 

The increased computing 
power will produce “film qual- 
ity" 3D graphics which simply 
require too much processing 
power available cm home com- 
puters, say the company. 

The new chips should be 
available in ibe second half of 
next year. Users will be able to 

purchase “boards” which can be 

inserted into conventional sys- 
tems - most of which use mi- 
croprocessors like Intel’s 
Pentium chip. The micro- 
processor is likely to cost be- 
tween £30 and £60 when 
produced in bulk. 

The technology is devel- 
oped from processors used in 
today’s mobile phones. Eric 
Dewannain, Texas’ European 
manager for the Digital Signal 
Processors, said: “It is like 
putting a Formula One engine 
in your family saloon." 

The company says that any 
application that requires a large, 
number of calculations to be 


performed wffl be “significant- 
ly improved using the. hew 
chip 1 '. Mr Dewannain said that 
the computing power would es- 
pecially be useful for many' 
"Virtual Reality” applications. 

“You could have classroom 
field trips to the Egyptian pyra- 
mids via virtual reality so real 
children experience the look 
and feel of an ancient civilisa- 
tion,” said Mr Dewannain. . 

Another area would be 
games - already a multi-billion 
pound global industry. The lat- 
est hits, such as .Ibmb Raider, 
feature animated figures in 3D 
but most suffer from being un- 
life like. 

“This chip will allow for a 
much more realistic represen- 
tation. The problem is that at 
the moment you are far from 
your computer looking tike the 
scene outside your window " be 

added. 

Mr Dewannain also pre- 
dicted that with the increased 
number-crunching power that 
voice recognition for personal 
computers would become a re- 
ality. “It is a question of sepa- 
rating the real signal from the 
noise and that needs a power- 
ful computer" 

Other industries to benefit 
include weather forecasting- - 
which soaks up processing pow- 
er due to its mathematical in- 
tricacies — and the health 
service, where surgeons could 
be practising operations in vir- 
tual reality before using their 
scalpels on patients. 

With the rate of processing 
power inexorably increasing, 
Mr Dewannain predicted that 
the company would have a 
chip capable of 3 billion float- 
ing point calculations by the end 
of the century. 
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Want 

a mortgage 
rate that 
won’t go up? 

We’ll fix it 
for you. 

(Aft 7.19% APR 7-5% until October 2002 to be precise.) 


Looking for a mortgage rate that won't start spiralling upwards 
the moment you get it? "Who can blame you. With four rate rises in as 
many months it's easy to start worrying about repayments. 

That's why we've introduced a mortgage rate that's firmly fixed at 
7.19% ( APR 7.5% ) until 31st October, 2002. It'll give you peace of mind, 
whatever you get up to. 

For more details, call TSB PhoneBank , or visit any TSB branch. 


0500 758 OOO 



Winner over S years. 
National Banks category. 


Call TSB PhoneBank free 
quoting ref INll 
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Cafe society’s blot <f the townscape 


Restoration dramas Conservationists are worried that Covent Garden is becoming tatty* Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


Twenty three years after Covent 
Garden’s fruit and vegetable 
market moved out, the area has 
become a victim of its own 
success. Stephen Goodwin examines 
a classic case of conservation at 
odds with commerce. 


Aussie bars, canopies of penna-umbrel- 
las and rucks of garish waistcoats a la Carn- 
aby Street; it’s all too frightful for the 
Covcni Garden Area Trust. The place may 
have been a market for most of the past 
300 years but the Trust believes over-com- 
mc realisation is destroying the character 

of Inigo Janes’s piazza. 

Some 40 million people a year visit the 
central London piazza, making it one of 
the most successful city restorations. But 
the image of upmarket boutiques is be- 
ing tarnished by businesses trying to 
wring every last penny from their patch. 

A damning 127-page study by the 
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ley, the Trust’s adranustrator Ttu 

disdainful verdict takes ft the b*» « 

Sheila’s Bar -“Drink yoo^y round the 

world" - racks of * 

a Pizza Hut next to a IJo&Sf* 11 *- f 

“Ifs all so tatty 

being terribly snobbish, but. I 
it is that. Once you start having aD the same 
aid high street people what’s jb* point m 
coming here? You might a*well go to New 

The study, commissionedby the Thist 
jointly with English Heritage. Wetonm- 


sler City Council and Guardian Proper- | 
ties, who manage the restored market 
bonding, calls recommends better design 
for pavement caffe, removing obtrusive 
umbrellas, restoring authentic shop fronts 
and paving, and banning vehicles. The 
work would cost £5m. 

Way back in mid-Saxon times a thriv- 
ing trade settlement existed in the area. 
The piazza, reflecting Inigo Jones love of 
the formal market squares of Italy, and 
St Paul’s Church, date from the 17th cen- 
tury. Charles Fowler’s neo-classical mar- 
ket building appeared in 1830 and was 
roofed over in 1872. 

The battle of the umbrellas seems des- 
tined to run and run. Trevor Davies, di- 
rector of the Market Cafe, which has 140 
seats beneath umbrellas out in the open, 

says the weather makes large umbrellas 
a "necessity. He accused the conserva- 
tionists of not listening to the traders: 
“They want to ban everything in sight with- 
out consulting. I used to come here as a 
kid when the [fruit and veg] market was 
thriving ... And that’s how it should be. 


■* -stag. 
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Britain to 
lose out over 
Brent Spar 


Shell's Brent Spar oil 
storage tank is likely to 
be scrapped on shore in 
Norway. The oil giant is 
now close to deciding on 
the preferred alternative 
to dumping the Spar at 
sea. But Nicholas Schoon, 
Environment 
Correspondent, says 
British yards will be the 
losers. 


Shell will finally tell the 
Government what it wants to do 
with the Spar within the next 
two or three months, more 
than two years after Green- 
peace's campaign forced the 
' company to abandon its plans 
to sink the skyscraper-sized 
structure in the north Atlantic. 

Soon after that traumatic 
event - Shell changed its cor- 
porate mind only a couple of 
hours before the Spar was 
meant to be scuppered - it be- 
• gnn an exhaustive procedure to 
find a more acceptable alter- 
native. The 14,500-tonne tank 
had spent two decades storing 
crude oil in a North Sea field. 

At the begixuiing of this 
year Shell short-listed six engi- 
neering consortia which had put 
in a variety of bids for bringing 
the floating structure to shore 
and re-using or re-cycling it- 
Each was given £250,000 to car- 
ry out detailed planning. 

Now each scheme has been 

analysed for its technical and 
safety risks, environmentaj 
impacts and “societal effects 
by the independent Norwe- 
gian foundation Det Norsk 
Veritas, a world leader in 

assessing marine rids. Each has 

been ranked under these dif- 
ferent headings. The Kkdy cost 
of each option has also been 


weighed up independently. 

The results show how ex 
pensive recycling is compared 
with deep-sea dumping, which 
had been approved by the Gov- 
ernment. That would have cost 
just under £5m. 

The cheapest of the con 
sorda's schemes comes in at 
£1 1.4m whilst the most expen- 
sive would cost £43m. Under 
that proposal the Brent Spar, 
currently moored in a Norwe- 
gian fjord, would be towed 
across the North Sea to a yard 
at Nigg in north-east Scotland, 
for scrapping. 

Heinz Rothermund, man- 
aging director of Shell UK ex- 
ploration and production said: 

“We are now entering _the 

home straight” The aim was 
“to find a solution that oribal 
ance is at least as good as, or 
better than, deep-sea disposal”. 

He gave no due as to what 
Shell’s final preference would 
be. But from an analysis of the 
rankings under safety, risk, en- 
vironmental impact and cost it 
appears that one short-listed 
scheme to cut up die Brent Spar 
to build an offshore reef, pro- 
tecting the East Anglian coast- 
line, has little chance. 

. The highly ranked options 
with relatively low costs all in- 
volve Norwegian locations. The 
final choice will probably be be- 
tween a consortium formed by 
the Scottish energy company 
John Wood, based in Ab- 
erdeen, and the Norwegian 
GMC group, and another Nor- 
wegian consortium, hvaernex 
Seaway Spar Affiance. , 

Wbod-GMCprdppses using 

the Spar cables, then c a sting its 
cylindrical hull, into ringaft) ex- 
tend a quay in Norway* X . . 
er Seaway plan to cut it up, 
either for metal scrap or to be 
used as a fish farm. Whatever 
Shell chooses will have to; be 
appro vedby the govenfraent 




Whale deal links 
ban and local culls 


A global sanctuary for whales 
- to be supported by the 

British Government at the In- 
ternational Whaling Commis- 
sion meeting in Monaco next 
'week - has left environmen- 
talists in rnmioil. because it 
would allow coastal whaling. 

A steep rise in the number 
of whales bemgkffled this year 
by Japan and Norway has lea 
Britain to. join an internation- 
al effort to ban all high seas 
whaling in return for allowing. 
wna ^ 6 tint time 














This is what, your grandson could look like 
if vou have diabetic retinopathy, a common 


c 


ause ofsidtf loss . Early detection of eye disease 


the killing. Norway and Japan 
are nsmg a loophole in the 1986 
whaling ban allowing catches 
for “scientific” purposes to 
nearly double their haul in the 
last four years. . ... 

' There are now arounaijUw 

whales being killed each year, 
outside the control of the rwu 
Eliot Moriey, the agriculture 


in il years. _ g- ■ 

Conservationists, lea oy 
Greenpeace, ^opposed ® 

principle to coastal whalmfi- 
They want a barton all whaling 
and an end to trade in wbale 
products. -We support a glob- 
jj sanctuary- but not coastal 

whaling- Whales are no re- 

spedcs of territorial limits, 


A" 


said a Greenpeace 

The idea of a sanctuary was 
put forward by Maud and 

juppunis to a political ttade off 


auuu io »*y- - - , 

Britain may BUjjpdrt a shift of 

policy but only if it leads to a 

agufficant, andpfcrmana 
duction in the .number T)f 
whalesbenig killed each year”. 

The plan would not halt 
whaling by the -Norwegians, 

who get most of their cateh m 

coastal waters, but it would hit 

the Japanese who go whaling 
in Antaxtica and the North Pa- 
cific.. ’ • ' 

The environmental 

W31 be out in farce at the 
nest week, although node 

is expected to Whitehall 

sources said' a deal couM be 
reached next year m Oman. 


. ..... is crucial, but there aren t. always warning signs. 

y„u may not know there's, a problem until ifs too late. That's why the 
Roval National Institute for the Blind (RN1B) recommends vou have 
an eye health test at your optician at least once even two 
however old vou are. It can make ail the difference- in the long run. 
If vou know someone with a sight problem, SN1B can help. For more 
information or RNIU’s free eve health leaflet, please call 0345 bh‘i 09ft 


Roval National Institute for the Blind R N I B 




Number 2-o22 


i 




THE independent 

TUESDAY 
14 OCTOBER* l qq 7 






Violence and sex offences 
mar 5 % fait ih crime rate 


The number of criminal 
offences in England and 
Wales has dropped 
again, officially figures 
will show today. But as 
Jason Bennetto, Crime 

Correspondent, writes, 

it is not all good news 
for the Government 


rose significantly. The worst ar- 
eas for violent crime in 1996 
Were London and the South- • 


Recorded crimes fell by about 
5 per cent - 1 25,000 offences - 
in the first half of the year, it is 
expected to be announced to- 
day. Violent crimes, however, 
are believed to have risen again 
in England and Wales. 

Offences involving violence 
rose by 11 per cent to 344300 
cases last year, the biggest in- 
crease for seven years. Sexual 
offences including rape also 


' 'today’s police figures are ex- 
.pected txashow that the bulk of 
the 5 per cent drop to about 2.4 
million - the equivalent of 
about 4.75 million a year - are 
due to a reductions in proper- 
ty crimes, such as burglary. 

The Conservative Party is 
Bound to seize on the figures as 
evidence that their '‘prison 
works", anti-crime strategy is 
tj m tinning to prove effective. 
Mkhad. Howard, the former 
Home Secretary, was in charge 
dining four erf the six months 
covered tins year. The number 
of crimes have now fallen for 
four consecutive years, al- 
though they have almost dou- 
bled since the Tbries came into 
power in 1979. 


The way m which crane sta- 
tistics are collated are also 
about to be altered, which is 
bound to respli in a steep in- 
crease in the total erf recorded 
offences. Jack Straw,the Home 

Secretary, is expected to stress 

‘ toe nature of the changes today 
to avoid having Labour’s next 
crime results being branded a 
failure. 

The way the twioe-yeariy 
crime figures are published are 
being over-hauled in an at- 
■ tempt to provide s more accu- 
' rate total and cut the political 
controversy that surrounds 
them. The previous system was 
criticised for the way a Sling of 

offences committed by an of- 
fender could end 'up being 
counted as just one crime. The 
new system would be broadly 
based on the principle of “one 
crime per victim". 
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turns to Kitchefifer for a role model 
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attract more Asian troops, 
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Franco says “You go to Rome on business 

I can understand 

why you might not want to rush back. 


Daily scheduled 
flights from 
London Luton- 
One way fares. 


Ministers are insisting that t 
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No other airline gives flexible one way tickets for prices like these. 
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Hirst protesters fined 
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Five animal activists stormed into a top Ix*don 1 MM" » 
protest at an exhibition by controver^l artist Damien Hirst, a 

court was told yesterday. ■ .■•%. 

Customers at Quo Vadis, m Covent Ggden, Marco 

I Pienre-White, were sitting down to dinner exhibit -aco 

esr*s5saffscs»5s 

^asssssasaKSSt; 

east London, and Brendon McNally, 35, of north 

admitted using threateningwordsandJ^awOTt.-^^^^ * 

over the in^Mit last Janumy.MelanieGat^K^dEad*^^^^ $■ 

35, of north London, who demed causing affray. were boundover 
to keep the peace. 
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R.I.P. Off 


by EdvWn Brock 
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There was a job which went . 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday 
Thursday Friday, as though 
gold watches were hallmarked 
St Peter with an eternal 
guarantee; them was a bed 
which went babies toddlers 
schoolboys, teenagers and 
Goodbye; a woman whose waiting 
went lover, wife, sister, 
mother, furniture and saint; 
alcohol ’, hangovers, trains, 
tubes, buses and weeks of min; 
but there was nothing which 
ever said This is all there is. 
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The Daily Poems for the rest of this week commemorate 
Edwin Brock, who died last month. Brock, who worked as a 
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collections of poetry, a novel and a memoir. Our choices all 
come from his Five Ways to Kill a Man: new and selected po- 
etry, published by Emtharmoin Press (£7.95). • • /■; ■ 
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Squeezing an avocado was always a 
ro ugh and ready way of testing Jbr ripeness. 

Avocado skins vaiy in thickness, which 
can confuse even old hands at the job. v 
So at Sainsburys we’ve invested in 

something a little more science. 


Instead of jingers we use computer- perfect to eat that day. (And the same goes 

linked sensors that check the avocado at jbr our Ripe & Ready pears, mangoes, 

nectarines and pawpaws.) 

Do other supermarkets computer-test 

their avocados? Lets just say they re ripe 


nine points. They don t bruise thejruit and 
they don t make mistakes. 

When you buy avocados jrom our 
Ripe & Ready range you know they’ll be jbr improvement. 


Sainsburys 

FRESH FOOD, FRESH IDEAS. 
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MERCHANDISE 


SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. ALSO AVAILABLE AT 
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SAINSBURY'S savacentbes. we-d be interested in 

C ® 09 


your comments: www.sainsburys.co.uk 
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Israeli ‘terrorism' hands a gift to 



s Islamist rebels 


The Gema'a Islamrya (Islamic 
movement), whose five-year 
armed crusade against President 
Mubarak’s regime has cost at least 
1,100 lives, has broken apart and 
the Egyptian government boasts 
it has won its war against the 
organisation. But as Robert Fisk 
reports from Cairo, Mubarak’s 
enemies are continuing their 
struggle in upper Egypt while the 
president himself has been forced 
to condemn Israel for terrorism. 


We were on the way to dinner at the Mena 
House Hotel's spectacularly successful 
Mogul Room restaurant, when a duster of 
Egyptian cops appeared in the road; a rou- 
tine checkpoint, three plain-clothes men 
and two white-uniformed police who 
waved us through when they saw my 
Egyptian host's suit and tie. He turned to 
me as he accelerated towards Giza. 
-You’ve got to admit. Robert, that our po- 
lice have done a pretty good job of deal- 
ing with this problem." 

I tried to Forget the torture rooms three 
miles away in the Lazoughli Street secu- 
rity police headquarters, and muttered 
something about the number of con- 
demned members of the Gema’a Islamiya 
who have been strung up in the past few 
years - by my count, 54 have gone to the 
gallows in Cairo and Alexandria. 

But next morning, there was the usual 
tell-tale sign at the bottom of the local pa- 
per, "Minya militants behead policeman,” 
it said. "In a pre-dawn attack, gunmen shot 
and beheaded Faroufc Fawzi Tadros, 50, a 
Christian law enforcement agent in the til- 
lage of Rida in Minya province ..." 

Tadros. according to villagers, was a po- 
lice informer, armed by the government - 
hence the odd phrase "law enforcement 
agent" - and his death came only weeks 
after the killing of three Gema’a men in 
his home village of Beni Ahmed. So much 
for "dealing" with Egypt's problems. 

True, the Gema’a have been breaking 
apart for almost 12 months. Unprecedented 
appeals for a ceasefire have come from 
Muslim prisoners in their cages at the mfl- 
jlaiy courts and at the ferocious Torah jail 
complex. Last March. Sayed Khaled 
Ibrahim, the "emir” of the Gema'a in the 
upper Egyptian city of Aswan - accused 
with 27 others of planning attacks on the 
police - called for a truce. Then at the tri- 
al of 98 other alleged members of the or- 



ganisation in July, Mohamed Abdul -Alim, 
sentenced to 15 years for attacks on po- 
licemen in Suez City, read out a declara- 
tion from the men imprisoned for their part 
in the 1981 assassination of President An- 
war Sadat. Previous appeals had included 
conditions for a truce: the implementation 
of Islamic sfw mi law, the release of Gema 'a 
prisoners and the end of military trials Ab- 
dul- Alim’s request, however, contained no 
demands. 

Sensing weakness rather than com- 
promise, the Egyptian interior minister, 
Hassan al-Alfi - himself a target of the 
Gema’a - turned the appeal down. It was 


a ruse, he said, designed to secure lighter 
sentences for "‘terrorists” j\nd within days; 
news agencies in Cairo were receiving in- 
dignant faxes from the Gema 'a in upper 
Egypt. The war would continue, they said. 
Abdul-Alim and his friends may have 
been blackmailed or tortured to make their 
ceasefire appeal: "We shall rejoice in the 
imminent victory which has already begun 
to emerge in Palestine, Lebanon, 
Chechenya and in Algeria from behind the 
mountains, and in Egypt from behind the 
sugar cane fields." Within a fortnight, six 
more Egyptian policemen were ambushed 
and killed. 


liue, the flat cane fields of upper 
Egypt - burned blade by the security po- 
lice to deprive the Gema’a of their ambush 
sites - are do match for the forests of Al- 
geria in which the Islamic Armed Group 
have slaughtered so many innocents. And 
if the split in the Gema \ a parallels the di- 
visions within the Algerian Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) - whose own call for a 
truce has been disputed by its exiled 
members and by some of its fighters - the 
two insurgencies are quite different. For 
while both sets of guerrillas have dedicat- 
ed themselves to the overthrow of a 
regime which they regard as pro-Western 


and corrupt, Egypt’s Gema ’a is also inspired 
by its antipathy towards Israel - especial- 
ly when Israel infuriates ordinary Egyptians 
by bombarding Lebanon or building more 
settlements on Arab land 

And herein lies President Mubarak's 
predicament. As Israeli prime ministers 
take ever more aggressive steps against the 
Arabs who are supposed to be future al- 
lies, Mubarak's internal enemies become 
more powerful. When Shimon Peres 
launched his bloody assault on Lebanon 
m April last year, the Gema’a responded 
- by chance, only hours before the Israelis 
massacred 106 Lebanese refugees at Qana 


Theaftemratitofthe^in^d 

firebomb attack on a tounst bus 

outside the Cairo national museum, 

in which nine Germans and an 

E ^C^No*« S e f , ater /AP 

- with an attack on a Cairo tourist hotel 
in which they slaughtered 18 Greek hoh- 
day-makers; they had mistaken them for 

* SI Then as Benjamin Netanyahu refused 
to halt the building of Jewish settlements 
on occupied Arab land and allowed his sol- 
diers to bulldoze Palestinian homes - 
events shown in detail on Egyptian tele- 
vision - another attack was staged against 
tourists, this time taking the lives of time 
Germans and an Egyptian outside the 
Cairo national museum. The Egyptian au- 
thorities later claimed that only two de- 
ranged” men were involved, one of whom 
had murdered two American businessmen 
and a Frenchman four years pretioudy. But 
witnesses said five gunmen assa ulte d the 
bus with petrol bombs and rifle-fire^ ; 

TheD Israel sent two would-be mur- 
derers to Amman to (till a Hamas leader, 
both travelling on forged Canadian pass- 
ports, an act of “terrorism" by Israel’s own 
definition of the word - though applied by 
the Israelis, of course, only to Arabs. And 
yet a gain, Mr Mubarak had to out-shout 
the Gema'a in his condemnation of Israel 
Having consistently referred to the Egypt- 
ian Islamists as “terrorists", the Egyptian 
foreign minister Amr Moussa now referred 
to Israeli "terrorism" in Amman. 

Mr Mubarak himself personally attacked 
the Israeli leader. "To send Mossad peo- 
ple to kill someone in Jordan ... is utter 
chaos," he said. “The Israeli prime minis- 
ter comes on CNN to justify it, saying be 
must run after terrorism anywhere in the 
world. If everybody did this, chaos will 
reign." Chaos has always been Mr 
Moubarak’s nightmare in Egypt — which 
is why he also chose to remind Egyptians 
that the Cairo courts had jailed an Israeli 
Druze for 15 years for espionage. 

But all this is window-dressing. For five 
years, the Gema’a has -largely ineffectively 

- been trying to persuade Egyptians that 
their government has made peace with a 
“terrorist" state. Now, courtesy of Mr Ne- 
tanyahu, the Gema ’a have some powerful 
arguments to prove them correct And Mr 
Mubarak has to speak of those with whom 
his country is supposed to be at peace in 
the same words as he talks of bis most bru- 
tal enemies. 
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The Chancellor can’t 
lower your mortgage rate, 
but Direct Line can. 















• Now that the Bank of England secs interest rates the Chancellor can’t reduce your monthly mortgage 
repayments. But Direct Line can. 

• As the table shows our variable rate mortgage could save you almost £50* per month. 

• No legal fees if you transfer your mortgage without moving houset 

• We refund your valuation costs. 

• No early redemption, arrangement or mortgage indemnity fees. 

• You can borrow up to 90% of the value of your home. 

• We guarantee to save you 20%tt on your existing 
buildings insurance. 

• Don't let interest rate rises get the better of you. For a cheaper 
mortgage call Direct Line. 

0181 649 9099 0161 831 9099 



(&IRECTLINE) 

0141 22) 9099 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME Sam to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. INDI50 
www.directiine.co.uk A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 


' == (be pt^idnc»prtc^"w hk iif ro .b-diig l omit Ap ^ 1 ' i nn j i rtnr .be aged 

■ ‘ ~ Wl A j)>>.<di!Wg ftt .wtfii “ ih- pB fu il M 'iMiiiMlie . 

: fc a^ m ce : fe-artw>gc4 W g^|<inW r ~and underwri tin g qritw^wd 7 eg 

NOT 

Ofrwr Un«5VB»B* the .ted jtt te p honfe 

T \ ’• - > vl-’ - Ui>*in« U r^»i e »-pte anrfractf yWr jtty arinfaai o ti . ' ' 



5*. • r -i V - . i • — • i vt- ■u.*SvdT l 4i 

**» --'4 Fora quote, call 

fikfe Prime Health -T: 0800 77 99 55 M 

VVfrpt « — l* rtw Stwd^d ut. c«»qi > . I t^UtiigltJOWU MM7OTIE 


s<53! 


% 

THE INDEPENDENT 


IN OUR SPECIAL 


REPORT ON THURSDAY 
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YOUR CHILDREN 


THAT’LL LAST THEIR 


LIFETIME AND THEIR 
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CHILDREN’S LIFETIME 


IN ASSOCIATION WITH 



Green Flag m 


Motoring Assistance 




IF WE’RE FASTER 
AND CHEAPER THAN 
THE AA OR RAC 


WHY JOIN THEM? 


http://www.greenflag.co.uk 

quota rat no. M7JCH and your ercdlt/dablt card numfaar. 
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Saga’s got it covered 

If you are aged 50 or over, you could 
protect your home and contents for 
less with Saga Home Insurance. 


Saga Home Insurance 
can offer you genuine 
savings over other 
policies while giving 
you cover that fully . 
protects your home and 
possessions. Combined 
with first rate claims 
and customer service, it 
is no wonder that almost 
400j000 people insure 
their homes with us. 

Call us FREE today. 


Saga Price Promise 

For New Customers 

If you find another 
comparable policy at a 
lower price within 2 
months of taking out . • 
Saga Home Insurance,: 
we will refund you the,' 
difference. 

For a free no obligation 
quote simply call us! v. 
with all relevant details, 
on the number below. 


0800 414 525 

Quoting reference 
IDO702 


INSURANCE services 


Lines open Monday to Friday 830am - 7praj T 
Saturday 9am - I pm 
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Royal visit 
hits India’s 
raw nerve 


:?• 


The Queen’s plan today 
to visit to Amritsar, 

scene of the 1919 
-massacre of Indian 
. nationalists, is embroiled 
in controversy. Demands 
fbf an apology are 
mounting, while Britain's 
-stand on Kashmir is 
under attack. Peter 
Popham, in New Delhi, 
finals the royal visit is 
.turning into a jamboree 
-«f grievances. 


KR Narayanan, the joumalisi- 
turned-diplomat who is now 
President, of India, came up 
wnh a resonant phrase. The ex- 
hibition of British Museum trea- 
sures entitled “The Enduring 
.'.Image” which he and the Queen 
had just opened was, he said, "a 
-‘refutation of the idea lhal civil- 
• isations clash. It is not crvil isa - 
ticms that clash, but barbarisms.*’ 
So the war of words that has 

bioken out between the Foreign 
Secretary, Robin Cbok. and 
the Indian Prime Minister IK 
Gujrai over Kashmir is a clash 
of barbarisms. Mr Cook is ac- 
cused of stirring it in informal 
chats with Pakistani journalists 
at a reception in Islamabad, 
urging Britain's involvement 
in negotiations over Kashmir's 
future - but he denies having 
said anything abouL Kashmir 
while in Pakistan. 

Then yesterday at a private 
meeting in Cairo. Mr Gujrai 
supposedly told Egyptian in- 
tellectuals that Britain was a 
“third-rate power”, which “has 
ho business to play any role in 
this issue in any form, since in 
any case it was responsible for 
the partition of the country." 

Raj buffs will have noticed 
the cutting choice of the phrase 
“third-rate power”, for it was 
Viceroy Lord Curzon who de- 
clared that if Britain were ever 
to lose India it would decline 
to a third-rate power. Howev- 


er, that is all by the by. as the 
Ministry of External Affairs de- 
nied that Mr Gujrai had said 
anything of the sort - though 
not before his alleged remarks 
were all over India's pages and 
the World s television screens. 

Whoever was responsible, it 
seemed an odd way to put out 
the welcome mat. ’ 

It ail served to emphasise the 
contrast with the royal visit to 
Pakistan. It was Pakistan - so 
Pakistan claims - which ex- 
tended the invitation to the 
Queen to visit the sub-conti- 
nent, and she was welcomed 
there with an outpouring of An- 
glophilia. In India, however, the 
grudges are mounting up. 

Yesterday, Sikhs demon- 
strated in central Delhi against 
the British array’s ban on the 
wearing of turbans, and were 
dispersed by watercannon. The 
Samajwadi party demanded 
the return of all treasures re- 
moved from India during 
British rule. Mr Gujral's imag- 
inary hroadside threatens to 
turn the royal visit into a jam 
borec of grievances. 

The Oueen took it all in her 
stride. At Lutyens's sublime 
masterpiece, the presidential 
palace, the cannons boomed 
out their hollow welcome. 

At Raj Gat. down by the Ya- 
muna River, where Mohandas 
Gandhi was cremated after his 
assassination in 1948, the 
Oueen laid a wreath and signed 
the visitors' book. 

At Mohammad Ali Jamah's 
mausoleum in Karachi on 
Thursday she had signed her 
name and left it at that. Signif- 
icantly, at this shrine she wrote 
a veritable encomium. "Ma- 
hatma Gandhi showed through- 
out his life a tolerance, mutual 
understanding and respect, 
virtues as important today as 
then,” she wrote. “His example 
should remain ah’ inspiration to 
us now and in the future.” 

. The Queen is doing every- 
thing she can to make India like 
her; But so far it does not 
seem to be working. 


Britain defies Libya 
at Lockerbie hearing 





| Britain faced Libya across the International Court of Justice yes- 
! terday and defended its hunt for the bombers of the New- Yoric- 
I bound Pan Am Flight 103, which crashed over-Lockerbie nearly 
[ nine yearn ago. killing ail 359 people on board and 1 1 on the ground 
I Britain and~ the United States will present a united front during 
{the eight days of bearings. Both have filed counter-motions 
'rejecting Libya's application and contend that the world court 
‘does not have jurisdiction over the case. 


IMugabe defends land grab 


u-.csidenl Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe said his government would 
not compensate while fanners for land it planned to take to re- 
settle thousands of peasants. "We are going to take the land and 
we are not going to pay a cent," Mr Mugabe was quoted as say- 
ing. In the past be has threatened to forcibly seize white-owned 
commercial farms without, compensating the owners. The gov- 
ernment has earmarked vast tracts of property under a contro- 
versial 1992 law which gives it power lo forcibly take the land. 



Algeria admits rebel strength 


In an unprecedented admission, an Algerian general conceded 
that the Islamic insurgency has not been crushed. “Terrorism is 
in no way vanquished.” several Algerian newspapers quot«I the 
general in charge of an offensive in the Ouled AUel district as 
Line. The unnamed general said that 33 insurgents and two lead- 
ers had been killed since the start of the operation 28 Septem- 
ber. He said that four soldiers were killed and six others wounded. 


g Kurds erupt into civil war 
T after peace talks collapse 




rhe civil war between rival 
Kurdish factions in the moun- 
tains of Iraqi Kurdistan again 
erupted Trariy yesterday, break- 
ing a year-old ceasefire. 

°Tbe Patriotic Union of Kw- 

, wor-bwt hu Iran, launched 






an offensive annea at arwmg u*. 
rival Kurdistan Democratic Par- 
ty from the strategic town of 
Shaqlawa. - 

The war restarted after the 
failure of a Foreign Office con- 
ference between leaders of the 
two parties in London last 
■week. An attack by Jalal Tala- 
bani, leader of the PUK. on the 
same positions last year led 
Massoud Baizani, leader of the 
KDR to in the Iraqi army. 

The KDP said in a statement 
[hat the PUK launched a ‘'ma- 
jor offensive" against iL break- 


ing the ceasefire brokered by 
the US, Britain and Turkey. The 

PUK confirmed the dashes, but 

said it was acting defensively. 

Mr Talabanl’s attack has 
been joined by other enemies 
of Mr Baizani, such as the Kur- 
distan Workers’ Party (PKK), 
and Turkish Kurd guerrillas, 
whom he has been fighting in 
affiance with the Turkish army 
during its periodic invasions of 
Iraqi Kurdistan. His aim is to 
force Mr Baizani to evacuate 
his headquarters at Salahudin. 

If he does, Saddam Hussein, 
the Iraqi leader, may intervene. 
If president Saddam were lo en- 
gage in a prolonged interven- 
tion, President Bill Clinton 
would be under pressure to use 
US airpower. 

— Aiorfcfc Qxkbum 




Activists from the Leftist Party of India clashing with police during protests in New Delhi yesterday against the Queen^s visit to India. 
Today the Queen will lay a wreath at Jallianwalla Bagh, scene of a massacre by British troops of Indian civilians Photograph: AP 


Korean leader’s 
son fined £1 m 


A South Korean court yesterday sen- 
tenced President Kim Youug-sam's 
second son to three years in jail and 
fined him 1.44 billion won (£lm) for 
bribery and tax evasion. 

Kim. 38. was charged with taking 
kickbacks worth 322 billion won in re- 
turn for favours, and evading taxes on 
the 3 39 billion won he took as gifts. 
He had said that the funds were do- 
nations to finance a future parlia- 
mentary campaign. Chief judge Sohn 
Ji-yeol said the judges believed Kim 
Hyun-chul had failed in his duties as 
the son of an incumbent president. 

The President’s son was head of an 
organisation that helped make Kim 
Young-sam the first civilian to be elect- 
ed president in South Korea in more 
than four decades. His arrest and tri- 
al has damaged the credibility of his 
father, who has been reduced to a 
kune duck ahead of presidential elec- 
tions on 18 December. 
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Kohl’s crowning moment 
fails to ignite party faithful 


Europe’s longest-serving 
leader was endorsed 
yesterday as the 
German Christian 
Democrats* candidate 
for a fifth term. 
However, Helmut Kohl% 
“coronation feast” was a 
tepid affair. At the CDU 
conference in Leipzig, 
Imre Karats hears a 
swelling chorus of 
demands for change. 


The records will show that 
Chancellor Kohl received a re- 
spectable two-minute standing 
ovation after his keynote 
speech. “I ask you, dear friends, 
to place your trust in me,” he 
concluded, and, as if woken 
from a trance, LOOOChristian 
Democrats rose slowly to their 
feet. 

They put their hands to- 
gether to make a noise, but 
there was just no tythm to 
their clapping, no bravos, no 
hurrahs. Even to his followers, 
the prospect of a fifth term for 
Old King Kohl did not seem all 
dial electrifying. 

For 90 minutes, the Chan- 



Kohl: A standing ovation, 
hut the knives are out 


celior tried to keep them 
aw ake- He spoke like a Chris- 
tian Democrat of old; about 
morality, social justice, and the 
dangers represented by the 
“globalisation'’ of unbridled 
capitalism “We are not the par- 
ty of the market economy,” he 
declared. “We are the party of 
the social market economy.” 

He attacked the “left”, 
meaning the Greens and the 
Social Democrats, and posi- 
tioned his party in the political 
centre. The economy was 
booming, and jobs would be 
created galore - eventually. 
The opposition were to blame 
for the legislative gridlock pre- 


venting the implementation of 
urgent reforms, especially in 
taxation. He had said all those 
things before. “This is the third 
time I had heard this speech in 
the past week,” confided the 
prime minister of one of the 
eastern Lander. The Chancel- 
lor had apparently tried it on 
party grandees before rattling 
it off for the Leipzig audience. 

Some were not impressed. 
Much was expected of the 
Junge Wilde , the rebels who bad 
been openly calling for new 
blood in recent months. Klaus 
Escher, the chairman of the 
CDLTs youth wing, came clos- 
est to mounting an open attack. 
“We need a horizon beyond 
1998,” he told delegates. 

Before the conference, Mr 
Escher had been more specif- 
ic. Even if Mr Kohl were to win, 
he said, the Chancellor’s hands 
should be prised off the party 
reins. Yesterday, Mr Escher 
conceded defeat and an- 
nounced he was folding his 
tent for the duration of the elec- 
tion campaign. But he contin- 
ued his critical barrage, 
especially against the govern- 
ment's appalling jobs record. In 
Britain and the Netherlands, 
Mr Escher told delegates, the 
shops had “help wanted” signs 


on their doors. “On German 
shops the sign says: Tb Ief.” He 
bemoaned the “deficit of ideas” 
on government benches. After 
the elections, he said, there has 
to be a discussion over “how 
one bands over the baton”. 

That may be a little unkind 
to a man who is only 67, has 
won power four times, and 
who has every chance of win- 
ning again in elections due 
next September. But despite 
economic growth heading for 3 
per cent unemployment is still 
rising, and the government ap- 
pears powerless to reverse the 
tide. The structural reforms 
promised by Mr Kohl IS years 
ago remain just that; a promise. 

Thanks to the opposition’s 
own-goals - the Greens have 
just unveiled their election 
manifesto, which calls for the 
dissolution of Naio - Mr Kohl’s 
party are favourites to win next 
year. Never in post-war histo- 
ry have Germans voted a Chan- 
cellor out of office. That task 
is usually reserved for the par- 
ty faithful. As the Christian De- 
mocrats' love affair with 
Helmut KohJ turns stale, regi- 
cide becomes increasingly al- 
luring. Such talk must, however, 
be suspended for the moment. 
The Chancellor must win first. 



A Georgian policeman arresting a protestor at a rally in Tbilisi yesterday. About 500 people had Igrtherod to ? - 
pay homage to the Georgian national hero Merab Kostava on the eighth anniversary of his death Photograph: ** 
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Italian coalition 
offers olive leaf 
to Communists 


Leaders of die caretaker Prime 
Minister Romano Prodi's cen- 
tre-left coalition said yesterday 
that they were willing to com- 
promise with hard-line Com- 
munists in order to form a 
new government. The Com- 
munist Refoundation party re- 
sponded to the offer by giving 
its leader Fausto Bertinotti the 
go-ahead to begin negotiations. 

Mr Prodi’s Olive Tree coali- 
tion said it would ask Com- 
munist Refoundation to 
approve the budget as pro- 
posed to parliament last week 
in exchange for changes to 
other parts of their programme, 
such as the introduction of a 33- 
hour working week. 

Mr Prodi quit last week, af- 
ter Refoundation refused to 
back the budget plan which in- 
cludes $3bn (£l,8bn) in pension 
and other spending cuts, which 
the government deems vital if 
Italy is to enter the European 
economic and monetary union. 

The Olive Tree coalition 
warmed to Mr Bertinotti fol- 
lowing a meeting with President 
Oscar Luigi Scaifaro. during 
which they asked him to re- 
confirm Mr Prodi as prune 
minister. "We think that we can 
and we must rebuild the par- 
liamentary majority which 
emeiged from the April 1996 
elections,” said Mauro Paissan, 
leader of the Greens party. 

President Scaifaro has said 
he will decide by today whether 
to call early elections, ask Mr 
Prodi to try to form another 
coalition, or give the task to 
someone else. 


Quake sends Greeks 
rushing into the streets 

A strong earthquake shook Athens and south-western Greece 
yesterday, shaking buildings and sending people in coastal towns 
n mning from their houses. There were no initial reports of dam- 
age, but the Athens Seismological Institute (ASI) said the tremor 
registered a relatively strong 5 JS on the Richter scale. The ASI 
said the quake’s epicentre was 150 miles south-south-west of 
Athens, about 60 miles into the sea. Police said people in Pirgos 
and Kalamata, which have been hit by destructive quakes before, 
ran out of their homes and stood in the street fearing that budd- 
ings would collapse. 

Centre takes over in Norway 

Norway’s Labour minority government resigned, paving the way 
for Kjetf Magne Bondevtk and a new three-party centrist coali- 
tion to take power. The Labour Prime Minister, Thorbjoem 
Jagland, announced the resignation of his 12rmonth-old gov- 
ernment to parliament after it had presented the draft budget 
for 1998. Mr Jagland had said he would stand down after the 
Labour Party faded to win a self-imposed target of 36.9 per cent 
of the popular vote in last month’s general election. King 
Harald V asked Mr Bondevik, of the Christian People’s Party, 
to form a new government - 

France bans ‘hit squad’ book 

A Paris court ordered a halt to sales of a book alleging two for- 
mer cabinet ministers ordered the murder of a member of par- 
liament almost four yearn ago. The civil court, responding to an 
appeal by former defence minister Francois Leotard for censorship 
of the book about the death of Yann Fiat in February 1994, or- 
dered a suspension of distribution and sales until 24 October. 
The book alleges Mr Leotard and former urban affairs minister 
Jean-Qaude Gaudin ordered Ms Piat's killing by a secret hit squad 
after she uncovered plans to sell plots of army land to the Mafia, 

Belgian MP assaulted girls 

A member of parliament for the Belgian extreme right-wing 
Vlaams Blok party was given a six-month suspended jail sentence 
for indecent assault on two teenage girls. Xavier Buisseret was 
also stripped of his civil rights for five years. Buisseret was 
accused of having sexually molested the two daughters of another 
Vlaams Blok party member in 1992 and 1993 when he was sec- 
retary of the party’s youth division. One of the girls was 17 and 
her sister younger than 16. 
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Terror attacks greet 
trial of Basque leaders 


Spanish courts have put 
23 Basque political 
leaders on trial over 
alleged support for 
terrorism. Elizabeth Nash 
in Madrid says the action 
may undermine the 
wave of public revulsion 
against the separatists' 
violent tactics. 


The Supreme Court trial of 23 
leaders of the pro-Eta Hem' 
Batasuna party opened yester- 
day in Madrid, amid seething 
tension in the Basque Country 
where a number of terrorist at- 
tacks took place at the weekend 

Yesterday afternoon in Bil- 
bao. a police officer was shot in 
the shoulder while guarding the 
new Guggenheim Museum 
which opens on Saturday. 

The entire leadership of tire 
HB party, which won 12 percent 
of Basque votes in general elec- 
tions in March last year, is 
charged with “coQaboraitingwith 


an armed gang” by issuing an 
election video calling for the gov- 
ernment to talk to Eta gunmen. 

The trial was postponed 
from last Monday when HB’s 
defence claimed unsuccessful- 
ly that one of the three judges 
was biased Yesterday HB called 
for the trial to be suspended or 
shifted lo the Basque Country, 
because of “an atmosphere of 
pressure in favour of a convic- 
tion”. The defence says HB’s 
position in the campaign video 
-which showed masked, armed 
men urging their vision of "al- 
ternative democracy" - was al- 
ready public knowledge. 

The Interior Minister, Jaime 
Major Oreja, said in a newspa- 
per interview: “1 have the moral 
and political certainty that Eta 
is HB and HB is Eta," But he 
added: “I cannot say whether 
there is a judicial reason to ap- 
ply a criminal action to HB." 

The 23 each face eight years' 
jail, if found guilty. They are also 
accused of defending terrorism 
by publicly supported Eta’s as- 
sassination in 1996 of two 


prominent legal figures. The 
killings sent a wave of revulsion 
throughout Spain, prefiguring 
the eruption on to the streets erf 
millions this summer over the 
murder of the local politician 
Miguel Angel Bianco. 

The conservative Basque 
nationalist leader, XabierAiza- 
Uuz, whose party backs Jose 
Mana Aznar’s government, 
condemned the trial as politi- 
cally motivated The persfe- 
tent fusillade of terrorist attacks . 
in the Basque Country contin-; 
ued at the weekend, when a Car 
bomb on Saturday wound* *' 
four National Guardsmen 
San Sebastian. On Sunday, t 
Basque policemen were' 
tacked with petrol bombs l_ 
suffered bums after a pro-S 
demonstration in Bilbao. ! _ 

The 23, who are all free' m 
bail, have requested that 
Supreme Court to condi ct 
morning-only sessions SQ tacy 
can return to their Basffife 
homes each night. They cq» : 
plain that hotels around 
Madrid refuse them lodging 
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Does this man understand something 
about back pain that nobody else knows? 


xander Waiker-Naddell rejected the conventional representation of spinal 
tomy Photograph: Colin McPherson 


As anyone with back 
trouble knows, all cures, 
or even half-cures, are 
gratefully received. 

CWoe Lekmtfs story of 
vertebral discs and one 
man’s belief that you 
don’t need them. 


Today my mother sneezed 
without it hurting her for Ihe 
first time in over a year, this is 
because die has undergone a 
revolutionary cure for two 
slipped discs. The non-surgicai 
method, administered by a 
distinguished Glaswegian sur- 
geon, involved nothing more 
complicated than a jab of lo- 
cal anaesthetic and a few brief 
sessions on his couch. 

Alexander Wilker-NaddcU, 
a consultant orthopaedic and 
neurosurgeon, developed his 
technique after years in which 
he became increasingly dis- 
satisfied with the results of con- 
ventional surgery for back 
problems. 

At 87, he is one of Britain's 
oldest practising doctors, with 
a private orthopaedic surgery 
in the centre of Glasgow. He 
numbers Stanley Baxter, Max 
Bygraves and the Scottish golf- 
ing star. Craig Breedlove, 
among the many celebrities to 
whom he has brought relief 
from back pain. 

Before her remarkably 
brief encounter with Mr Nad- 
dell my mother, aged 50, bad 
undergone traction, chiro- 
practic and osteopathic treat- 
ment for two severely slipped 
discs in her lower back. She 
had slept on hard beds, soft 
beds and in various contorted 
positions, but with no result 
Other than continuous, debil- 
itating pain. 


She was finally told by a 
highly reputable neurologist 
thai she would need surgery to 
remove the discs and replace 
them with metal plates in an 
operation known as a laminec- 
tomy. She could look forward 
to a six-month, bed-ridden 
convalescence with less than a 
50 per cent chance of suc- 
cessful recovery. For a woman 
who lives for and thrives on 
physical activity, the prospect 
□f never being allowed to gar- 
den or to take long walks in the 
countryside again was both 
terrifying and depressing. 

There was even a risk of 
paralysis, which sometimes re- 
sults from a vertebral column 
operation. As a family we end- 
ed up discussing ber will over 
dinner and what action she 
would want us to take if the op- 
eration was to go wrong. Then 
enter Mr Naddell and, as if by 
magic, today my mother has 
just charged off up her 
favourite hill without even a 
twinge of pain. 

Mr Naddell developed bis 
technique at Glasgow Royal 
Infirmary nearly -40 years ago, 
after spending a decade dis- 
secting bodies in the hospital's 
pathology department. “I 
didn't accept the anatomy of 
the spine as it was presented 
to me in the books," he com- 
ments, “so I bad to find out for 
myself". 

His research led to an as- 
tounding discovery. “I studied 
thousands of bodies and found 
that many of them did not have 
any vertebral discs. I then con- 
tacted their families and found 
that 90 per cent of the de- 
ceased bad never experienced 
back problems. We do not 
need our discs; they are not an 
essential part of one's anato- 
my." 

Mr Naddell maintains that 
the discs are not. as is com- 


monly thought, the shock-ab- 
sorbers of the spine, but the 
vestigial remnants of a primi- 
tive structure seen only in the 
foetus. The shock-absorbing 
rote referred to is actually 
played by (he fibrous liga- 
ments surrounding the discs. 
These are made up of rings of 
cartilage which act as a coil or 
spring between the opposing 
vertebrae. 

A slipped disc can be 
caused by constant wear and 
tear or a sudden strain on the 
backJt is the protrusion of the 
jelly-like substance which 
forms the disc through a tear 
in the ligament, which causes 
pain if it strikes a nerve root 
By removing the disc, the pain 
is eradicated. 

Mr Naddell's technique is 
simple. His consulting room is 
small, cosy, and festooned with 
military medals and he wel- 
comed us in a relaxed manner 
with a smile. He required no 
X-rays or description of pre- 
vious diagnoses made by oth- 
er consultants, informing us 
that "I roust make my own in- 
vestigations or 1 wouldn’t be 
giving it my best shot”. 

During his investigations 
and the whole of his treatment, 
my mother never even had to 
remove her shoes; she simply 
had to hold up her jumper so 
that he could examine her 
bade Then, using the largest, 
fleshiest thumb that 1 have ever 
seen, resulting from Mr Nad- 
dell’s days as a champion stu- 
dent boxer, he proceeded to 
diagnose the condition using 
only touch, describing the 
symptoms that the neurologist 
and orthopaedic surgeons had 
required scans to detect. 

The only instruments that 
he uses other than his thumbs 
are a hammer to test reflexes, 
aiding his diagnoses, and a sy- 
ringe to inject a local anaes- 


thetic into the affected area. 
-There does not need to be any 
fuss. It seems to me an unfor- 
tnnalemedical practice that, in 
order only to confirm a diag- 
nosis, one should actually 
aggravate the condition one is 
about to tty and clear up. 1 
don’t believe it is necessary to 
renty further pain to the pa- 
tient with my diagnosis and 

treatment-* 

The treatment involves 
slow strong pressure on the 
disc with his fleshy thumb. By 
using the jagged edges of the 
ligament through which the 
disc is poking, be simply breaks 
off the protruding piece of ver- 
tebral disc. Now cut off from 
its food supply, this will then 
waste away. 

Next, on an orthopaedic 
couch disguised by a tartan rug 
(her shoes still on), he begins 
to gradually straighten out my 
mother’s spine, through ma- 
nipulation of her leg and 
pelvis. Throughout the treat- 
ment Mr Naddell chats about 
the weather although it is 
raining, he comments ‘‘the sun 
is shining somewhere", and we 
leave the surgery after only 30 
minutes. 

We return for five more 15 
minute sessions over three 
days, but my mother's spinal 
pain has disappeared after 
only the second session. Be- 
tween the treatments, she has 
to undertake specific exercis- 
es four times a day to encour- 
age any remnants of the discs 
to slip out of the ligaments so 
that Mr Naddell can break off 
the protrusions, until all the of- 
fending discs have been re- 
moved. She is then given a 
t raining programme to carry 
oat for at least two weeks af- 
ter, the treatment 

Tbe treatment seemed so 
painless and on dramatic that 
it has taken some time for my 


mother and 1 to be finally 
convinced that it has worked. 
But the continuing lack of 
pain and the file full of letters 
from patients thanking Mr 
Naddell for his treatment sub- 
stantiate his c l ai ms of a high 
success rate. "I’ve been prac- 
tising for nearly 40 years now 
and my very first patients are 
still fit and healthy. 1 have let- 
ters of thanks here from thou- 
sands of patients from the 
four comers of tbe globe. 1 rely 
wholly on word of mouth and 
my reputation because the 
medical profession are not al- 
lowed to advertise.” 

He remains, however, dis- 
heartened that his technique 

has not been more widely tak- 
en up. “I have said to many sur- 
geons, ‘show me a perfect, 
surgical result as good as mine 
and I’ll change my methods' - 
and they never have. I don’t 
know why they won’t listen to 
me. They continue to put this 
ironmongery into people’s 
backs. Bone and metal just 
don’t mix.” 

As proof, Mr Naddell 
thrusts a letter at us from a rep- 
utable Glaswegian or- 
thopaedic surgeon which states 
that, following examination of 
one of Naddell’s patients, 
“there is no indication for any 
surgical investigation or in- 
tervention at this stage. Indeed, 
if I bad operated upon this 
patient myself I would regard 
this as a very good result." 
Many other surgeons have 
shown an interest in Naddell’s 
work but as yet there has been 
no scientific trial of his simple 
technique. 

He will not give up, how- 
ever. As we leave his consult- 
ing room for the last time, he 
promises, with his usual be- 
atific smile; “I will never retire. 
When I go, 1 will go with my 
boots on ” 



Id book 0 DR PHIL 


Thanky ou, thankyou, thanky- 
on to John Lord, the eagle- 
eyed sub-librarian at the 
University of London library. 
Back in July, I published a let- 
ter from a retired doctor who 
reminisced about his time as a 
“Christmas Nigger" at Guy’s 
Hospital. I subsequently re- 
ceived a small dutch of hate 
mail from Guy’s alumni de- 
nouncing the letter as a fraud 
and berating me for besmircb- 


d *ir!s 


IT A k A K /inun iqg the good name of the flag- 
IlAiVuVlLJ IN U ship of the Tory reforms. Well. 
— John was flicking through some 


Sixty years 
ego teaching 
hospitals 
hid sub- 
Mnstrel 
sigers and 
sash-happy 
sf-geons: 

S' what 
p ogress 
h ve we 
n ide since 


old periodicals when be stum- 
bled on Guy’s Hospital 
Gazette, Vol. L (New Series) 
1936 (pi). 

“The Niggers, Christmas, 
1935: The group of coloured 
gentlemen gathered before a 
camera on the steps of tbe 
Colonnade on the morning of 
Christmas Day were not, as we 
beard an old lady suppose, dis- 
tinguished visitors being in- 
troduced to the hospital by its 
chaplains. It is true, however, 
that in a sense they were mis- 
sionaries. They were, in fact 
(reader, you have guessed it), 
the ‘Niggers’ performing their 
annual mirth mission.” 

What follows is a five-page 
review, iodudiag a photograph 
of 29 boot-blacked Guy’s doc- 
tors. Tb be fair, the racism 
doesn’t permeate further into 
the act except for a tendency 
for these white, ex-public 
schoolboys to refer to each oth- 
er as “Massa.” Their songs 
“wanned us in the first verse 
and brought us to fever pitch 
in the second” and had a dis- 
tinctly macho flavour, eg: 

Oh! We do like to open the 
abdomen, / Oh! We do like to 
play with all the guts, I Oh we 
do like to see the blood go 
splash, splash, splash /As die 
RSO goes slash, slash, slash. /So 
Just send us up your favourite pa- 
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Pd y fotis exactly that 
jy£bies rarely him into fiat adults. A 
ujudy published in the New England 
Jot al of Medicine found that only S per 
cei »f obese infants were also obese as 
ad, ■ By contrast, the study found that 
chi in who were obese at 10-14 years 

hat 75 per cent probability of 

ren ting so in adult life. 

Not fungi ^ witti . 

A to : drink made from mushrooms 
and sale in faealthfopd shops has hwn 
asso ; te d with toxic side effects by US 


dent / We'll wield a very pretty 
^ knife / Four we are four house 
wizards ; /Arid we ‘11 whip out all 
your gjzzards f We're doing ser- 
vice, weVe saving life. 

Have you guessed the tune? 
Of course all this was more 
than 60 years ago, when every 
teaching hospital may have 
had a sub-Minstrels singing 
troupe and it was perfectly ac- 
ceptable for unsupervised ju- 
nior surgeons to go slash slash 
slash and whip out your giz- 
zards. But what progress have 
we made since then? 

Guy’s medical school has 
now merged with St Thomas' 
and both have a sufficiently en- 
lightened admissions policy 
that no-one need use stage 
make-up to effect a multicul- 
tural mix. But racism remains 
a big problem in medicine. In 
1992, Dts Sam Everington and 
Aneez Esmafl sent fake appli- 
cations to junior hospital doc- 
tor posts, identical in all but 
surname. Half were Asian, 
half Anglo-Saxon. The latter 
were twice as likely to get an 
interview. Tbe research was re- 
pea ted this year, with margin- 
ally less depressing results. 

The pair also discovered 
that tbe GMC was six times 
more likely to discipline an eth- 
nic minority doctor than a 
white doctor. This was not 
due to a persecution of ethnic 
minority doctors, but rather 
that white doctors are far more 
likely to get away with mis- 
conduct. This research led to 
an internal inquiry within the 
GMC and a number of “racial 
awareness” reforms. 

At present, 23 per cent of all 
NHS hospital doctors come 
from ethnic minorities, yet 
only a handful of these reach 
consultant grade -while 69 per 
cent of staff grade posts (the 
consultants’ skivvies) have non- 
white occupants. And if non- 


white doctors do make it to 
consultant their chance of pick- 
ing up a lucrative merit award 
is a quarter that of white peers. 
The legacy lives on. 

As for slash-happy sur- 
geons, the image is perhaps a 
little unfair. The majority are 
as diligent as their experience 
and training will allow. In the 
Niggers’ day, you could learn 
frnn your mistakes because pa- 
tients didn't rise again in the 
mortuary (well, not often) and 
relatives didn’t sue. Today, 
doctors are expected to get it 
right first time, every time. In 
a surgical context, the mini- 
mum requirement should be 
that the surgeon is competent 
to operate. Alas, audit is so 
backward in medicine that 
many surgeons have little in- 
sight into bow competent they 
are - or if they do, they don’t 
share it with the patients. 

In June, Professor Janet 
Wilson from the University of 
Newcastle published a nation- 
al survey that found that two 
thirds of all operations per- 
formed by surgeons in training 
are unasristed - even major op- 
erations being done for the firri 
time. Senior house officers 
(hardly experienced surgeons) 
were left alone to do their first 
salivary gland excisions, hernia 
repairs and stomach, spleen 
and gall bladder removals with 
their senior “support” not even 
present in the hospitaL 

Most operations went sur- 
prisingly well, others cfidn’L But 
in all cases the surgeon 
couldn’t give the patient tbe 
prior undertaking that he was 
competent to perform tbe op- 
eration or would be closely as- 
sisted by someone who was. 
Thu seems a bizarre and ulti- 
mately veiy unsettling state of 
affairs. 'Far less stressful to lie 
bade, think of England and sing 
along with the Niggers... 


researchers. Writing in the Journal of 
Internal Medicine, they describe four 
cases where people were admitted to 
hospital after drinking Kombncba tea, 
which comes from the mushroom of the 
same name- One woman developed 
jaundice; another reported dizziness, 
nausea, vomiting and headaches. 

Cancer treatment risks 
According to studies by epidemiologists 
in Europe and the US, of 29;000 
frstfciitar cancer survivors; 1,406 
developed a second cancer - 1.43 times 


the expected number. Writing in the 
Journal of the National Cancer Institute, 
they link second cancers in the stomach 
and bladder to radiotherapy treatment 
for testicular cancer, and cases of 
leukaemia to chemotherapy and 
radiotherapy. They raise particular 
concern about cisplatin, a drug in use for 
testicular cancer, as it persists “in 
numerous tissues long after treatment is 
completed." They stress the need to 
monitor the carconogenic effects of 
treatment, as a preventive measure. 

CherriH Hfcks 


Advertisement 


*■ r - : \- 

ix ^ - ' •- ' ■' tw : r .- 

•TV*'- / • * 

i. si. •- » wi ; 


HELP WITH YOUR 

Bow a little flower can play an important role 
in keeping yoor hormones well balanced 
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E ver had one of 
those days when, 
try as you might, 
nothing seems to 
go right? 

You've snapped at the 
children and bitten off 
your partner's head? 
Then to cap It all you 
find yourself crying 
your eyes out In the 
supermarket for no 

apparent reason? Some women suffer this 
kind of stress several days of every month... 


£6 When 1 felt at my 
worst, we never realty talked 
about it. I know that tbe kids 
and my husband walked round 
on eggshells for ten days 
every month, and tbere’d 
be these whispers about 
‘Mum's hormones' but none 
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of us said much about it- &C; 
Anne, 34, Port sm outh 


HOW 

MUCH GLA 
SHOULD 
PPM YOU TAKE? 

K ? 

■ ul A s you would expect, 
y /v this varies from 

one woman to the next 
However, Seven Seas 

Evening Primrose Oil W. ■ ' 

supplements that B. ; 
provide a natural J m. : . ***» 

answer in both B ’ 
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of Evening 800 
Primrose 0i! and Starflower Oil Is oriB m ■ 

of the richest natural sources ot GLA and Is taken 
by many women just before and during their period to help maintain 
a healthy hormone balance. 
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Ibis cu affect not only the way you feel but also tbe 
way you look. And let's face it, if you don't 
Y® 0 don't look flood. 
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If you want to know how committed we are to 
making the Army a better place for ethnic 
minorities to work, comte to Buckingham Palace 
at 11.30 on Tuesday 14tH October. 


ARMY 

BE THE BEST 

0345 300 111 
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Is there still life in 
the 20th century? 


A furry tea-cup, a shiny vinyl 
typewriter, a bicycle wheel 
mounted on a kitchen stool, a 
basket-ball hanging in salt water. 
What do they have in common? 
That’s a question the Hayward’s 
latest show doesn’t quite answer. 

Picasso’s painting Still Life with Pitcher and 
Apples shows a piece of sexed-up tabiewear. 
The jug is made woman, its texture ren- 
dered as if it was the heavy flesh of one of 
his neo-classical fatties, its slow curves and 
protuberant bulges formed into suggestions 
of neck and breasts, or waist and bullock. 
But these transformations are quite tact- 
fully done, just a slightly more explicit ver- 
sion of the sort of body-metaphors that are 
present in much old still-life painting. A 
still life it undoubtedly remaias. 

Me re i Oppeahe fan's surreal Object k an- 
other piece of sexed-up tableware. Its tea- 
cup, saucer and tea-spoon are made 
woman, all furled with a covering of fur, 
giving the receptacle maybe a pubic hairi- 
ness, certainly allowing all sorts of con- 
nections and jolts to happen 
between smoothness and 
roughness, use and orna- 
ment, the domestic and the 
erotic. But, of course, though 
Magritte might have paint- 
ed a furry cup, this isn't a 
painting, it's a real object. And is it stiH a 
still life? 

How much does it matter that its body- 
metaphors are not got by visual persuasion, 
but by a straight juxtaposition of materi- 
als and their associations? Or that tbere’s 
no real tradition of still-life sculpture for 
it to find a place in? And then, how about 
Duchamp's junction of a bicyde wheel and 
a kitchen slooL or Warhol's painting of 
blank rows of labelled soup-tins, or 
Oldenburg's soft typewriter made of shiny 
vinyl, or Jeff Koon's basket-bail suspend- 
ed in a tank of salt-water -are these things 
still lifestoo? 

I’m not sure I know how to answer those 
questions, and 1 probably wouldn't have 
asked them or thought they were worth ask- 
ing if it weren’t for “Objects of Desire: The 
Modem Still Life”, an exhibition organised 
by the Museum of Modern Art, New York, 
which now fills the whole of the Hayward 
Gallery in London. The still life - from 
Cezanne to now - is the plan, and natu- 
rally there’s a lot of work where the 


genre-label Is unarguable or at least 
arguable - Cubist still fifes, Surrealist still 
fifes. Metaphysical still fifes, Purist still 
fifes, Matisse stfll lifes. Anyone who just 
wants painting has more than enough to 
fill an afternoon. 

And then there's a lot besides: for ex- 
ample, all those works mentioned above, 
ready-mades and found or altered objects, 
IY>p art reproductions, neo-Pop construc- 
tions. For the range and abundance of its 
contents this is certainly a show to be seen. 
Indeed, by its eclecticism, which allows it 
to include almost ail the big names and 
chapter headings of the century (abstrac- 
tion being the big exception), it can extract 
from the “still life" rubric what's virtually 
a little history of modern art. 

But even a little history of modern art 
is a large and complicated thing, lo praise 
the exhibition as a whole for its range isn't 
wholly praise. This is not a permanent col- 
lection, to be visited and revisited over the 
years. And a show where the viewer is asked 
to turn on an aesthetic sixpence at every 
comer (for such is the history of modem 
art) can't but encourage inattention to in- 
dividual exhibits, in favour of a gliding won- 
der over the 
kaleidoscopic array, the 
great party that's been 
got together. All these 
things — all s till lifes? 
Well, fancy! What that? 
And that too? 

“Objects of Desire” has too much of an 
eye on itself as an embracing spectacle, ft 
offers a drama of the one and the many: 
the one genre and its many, many differ- 
ent examples, with the anthologist's glee 
at the sheer variety of things that can (at 
a pinch) be brought under one roof, which 
tends to reduce everything to being one 
more example. There's also a drama of es- 
trangement Rather as Magritte, in one of 
his paintings here, gets a mind-bending 
charge from labelling a leaf as "le table ” 
and a jug as u le fruit", so there’s a pleas- 
ing strain in looking al (say) one of Jasper 
Johns's flag-paintings, also here, and try- 
ing to caD it “la nature mortc ” - ooh, a just- 
about, sort -of. stretch-the-point still life. 
It doesn't quite figure, and that's the kick. 
And so what? 

It's not a matter of defending the pu- 
rity of the genre against intrusions, or of 
dissiqg the Jasper Johns (though the par- 
ticular flag-painting shown isn’t painted so 
intensely as some other versions). It’s sim- 
ply that it’s hard to see wbat is gained by 


BY TOM 
LUBBOCK 



putting it in hopeful dialogue with pictures 
by Gris or Mirtj or L€ger or Morandi. 
More or less ingenious connections can be 
drawn, as can be drawn between anything 
and anything. A very general heading of 
“everyday objects removed from their 


everyday setting” can be applied to every 
work in the show, from Cdzanne’s table- 
top landscape to Warhol’s “Brillo Boxes" 
(if, that is, you’re prepared to be very flex- 
ible with the meanings of “everyday" and 
“removed”). But a lot of big differences 


get suppressed in the process. 

I think that's the object, though. The 
idea is to smooth art histoty out. I don’t 
deny that following the course of still life 
turns up some good history too, particu- 
larly around Cubism. Cubism was large- 


Rene Magritte* 5 ‘Portrait*, ***** 

slice of Surrealist still 

life or just an example 

to o much of an eye on itself as all 

embracing spectacle? 

Phom: Museum of Modem Art, New York 


ly invented on stfll life {the fl£**** 

to have yourpidorial way w &). a “ 

bist stfll life that invented collage (the bits 

and pieces of real stuff thatPic^oan^ 

Gris started to stick to then pufltMPV £ 

was Cubism that invented true stfll-hfe 
sculpture (like Boodonfs bronze Devel- 
opment of a Bottle in Space). And, dym 
wilL these things can be seen to segue into 
Sms linesof found-image and found- 
object worik. 

But there it seems more important to 
insist that what Duchamp did and what 
Warhol did really were ruptures, and that 
what’s presented here is an essentially emol- 
lient history of modernism. Still life is be- 
ing used in this capacious way to make 
things hold together. The approach is very 
characteristic of the New York Museum of 
Modern Art, which has always sought to 
subdue both conservative fears and radi- 
cal hopes that 20th-century art has ejqploded 
in all directions, in favour of keeping the 
show on the road, as a lively but unbroken 
relay of bright ideas. This is friendly, but 

it's false. . 

What’s more, this approach tends to 
minimise the main benefit that any an- 
thology offers: turning up obscurities. The 
show Is so keen to bring all the famous 
names under its umbrella, to prove that still 
life is a big central story of modem ait, that 
it doesn’t have much room for real finds. 
But there are a few good ones (relative to 
my own ignorance, of course), mostfy in 
the Later rooms. There’s Robert Thenien s 
perilously stacked pile of giant-sized dish- 
es and bowls, for instance, and Mario 
Merz*s very simple; joyful, harvest-festival- 
spirited Spiral Table — a spiral of metal trel- 
lises heaped with fresh fruit and veg. 

And the exhibition has a lovely end in 
Wolfgang Lajti’sMSkstone. a large low tray 
of pure white marble, filled up to the very 
rim with milk, so that what’s solid surface 
and what’s liquid surface tension are held 
in nearly indistinguishable stasis (though 
an old Eric and Ernie routine involving ket- 
tle drums comes to mind too). 

Perhaps, by this point, most viewers 
won’t be thinking about “The Modern Still 
life”, in all its likely and unlikely guises, 
at all - just treating the show as a gener- 
ous miscellany from which to take their 
pick. Really, that would be the best start- 
ing position too. 

lOam-Spm daily ( UtefWcd to 8pm), until 
4 January, Hayward Gallery. SBC, London 
SEL Tickets £S. Booking: 0171-960 424Z 
Sponsored by BMW 
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Bridge to Utopia or blue ride to hell? 


A comprehensive 
exhibition of 
Expressionism — from 
brutal introspection to 
colourful optimism - is 


on display in Venice. 
Andrew Lambirth happily 
recommends the dark 
and dangerous journey 
in search of the soul. 


The Expressionists tried to cre- 
ate images that conveyed states 
of mind. They went all-out for 
an emotional impact, achieved 
by way of exaggeration and dis- 
tortion. In 1905 a group calling 
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itself Die Brucke, or The 
Bridge (to the future), was 
formed by Kirchner, Heckel 
and Sdmiidt-Rottluff, amongst 
others. This was the real be- 
ginning of Expressionism, An- 
other sub-group calling itself 
Die Blaue Reiter, or The Blue 
Rider, came into existence in 
1911 under the leadership of 
Kandinsky and Marc. They 
painted from “compelling inner 
necessity" and hoped for a 
harmony between life and an. . 
The attitude was spiritual and 
idealistic. Before the First 
World War shattered so many 
illusions, they strove for Utopia, 
allbough, with hindsight, the 
Expressionist goal seems more 
like its opposite - an angry hell 
of festering selfhood, of suf- 
fering and brutalisation. Going 
inward in search of the soul was 
a dangerous journey. Several 
artists, like Kirchner, suffered 
mental breakdown en route. 

In Venice now, al the Palaz- 
zo Grassi, is a remarkable 
show of German Expression- 
ism. The Palazzo Grassi. de- 
signed in 1740 by the 
distinguished Venetian archi- 
tect Giorgio Massari, was 
bought by Hat in 1984 and lav- 
ishly restored. A series of 
seminal exhibitions has since 
been staged there, ranging 
from “The Phoenicians" to 
“Andy Warhol", and all ema- 
nating from Fiat's impressive 
role in cultural sponsorship. 

“German Expressionism” 
starts out with a room of trou- 
bled and melancholy self-por- 
traits. The very first you see is 
by Otto Dix, a harsh depiction 
of himself as a soldier, all bes- 
tial sneered paint like bloodied 
mud. Here the long dark night 
of the Northern self Ends ex- 
pression; how very far from the 
sunny rationalities of Mediter- 
ranean classicism. A wonderful 
low-key self-portrait by Oskar 
Kokoschka depicts him as wist- 
ful to the point of being terri- 
fied. But there had to be some 
relief from introspection, and 
many of these artists went off 
to paint and frolic on Baltic 
beaches. Otto Muller, Max 
Pechstein and Kirchner all (fid 
successful alfresco nudes. One 


of the most powerful must be 
by Karl Schmidt-Rottluff, 
called Three Nudes ( Picture of 
Dunes by Nidden). The sim- 
plicity of the composition and 
the solidity of the figure group 
recall the influence of primitive 
sculpture, and there is a debt 
of colour and rawness to the 
Fa uves, though taken much 
further. This is the up-beat op- 
timistic side of Expressionism. 

The star of the show has to 
be Ernst Ludwig Kirchner. 
There is a substantial body of 
work by him, not merely the 
jagged-edgjed city-street master- 
pieces of his early years, but a 
couple of the late brightly 
coloured landscapes as welL 
Rarely has be been shown to 
better advantage. Kirchner was 
deeply drawn to the Gothic, as 
much to its sharply pointed 
drama as to its mystical direct- 
ness. Look at the soaring ver- 
txcality of his tremendous Bridge 
on the Rhine in Cologne. Or the 
high viewpoint looking down on 
to Belle-Alliance Square in 
Berlin. Kirchner wanted to 
shock the viewer into an unex- 
pected response by playing up 
tbe ugliness of Lbe modem city 
and its inhabitants. Beneath 
their face-paint, Kirch ner’s 
cocottes are anguished and 
brittle. He adopted a method of 


painting in which backing di- 
rectional brushstrokes imitate a 
woodcarver’s marks. His cross- 
hatching is like a lash. Stabbing 
black lines are everywhere. Five 
Women on the Street is deliber- 
ately intimidating: there's a 
sharp edge of danger beneath 
the flaunting and display. 

The Kokoschka room is im- 
portant. His painting The Hunt 
reappears as a great source for 
so much later German ait- wit- 
ness the work of Georg Baselitz. 
There are marry other treats: the 
Fauve-like gentle Jawlensky; 
the massive pastoral calm of 
Franz Marc, here instanced in 
an idyll of shepherds. In a cou- 
ple of beautiful pointings by 
Kandinsky of rich deliquescing 
colours, the real world is melt- 
ed away in favour of a more per- 
fect spiritual existence. By 
contrast, the emotional and lit- 
eral darkness of Beckmann, its 
sculptural unavoidability, is still 
harrowing. In The Comer House 
Ludwig Meidner paints a crazy, 
collapsing building of mad an- 
gles, like something out of The 
Cabinet of Doctor Catigari. 

There is a whole slew of lit- 
tle-known names, by and large 
artists of little talent. They serve 
to throw the better work into 
sharp relief but must exhibitions 
seek to be oil -inclusive in this 


Beauty only skin deep: in Ernst Ludwig Kirdinert ‘Five 
Wbmen on the Street* there is a sharp edge of clanger . 
beneath the flaunting and display 

Ludwig Museum, Cologne 


way? I suppose, if the show is in- 
tended to be a historical survey, 
then the lesser artists do prove 
that the organisers have done 
their research. But Fm not con- 
vinced that Heinrich Ehmsen 
and Witter Jacob, among oth- 
ers, contribute much. Otherwise, 
the exhibition is well-paced, 
elegantly and spaciously hung, 
with the graphic work 
(including prints, publications 
and posters) backing up the 
paintings. 

It is also themed, divided 
into different subjects such as 
“Hell and Paradise, Man and 
tbe Metropolis". This is more 
of a detraction than a help. Cu- 
rators should not be encour- 
aged to force an argument on 
to art. Paintings are much more 
than examples to illustrate a 
theory. What is useful, howev- 
er, is tbe audio-visual room. 


Snatches of music by com- 
posers as various as Berg, Bar- * 
tok, Reger, Webern and _ 
Hindemith echo through the J 
show. A sophisticated four- or J 
five-screen slide show projects , 
images of, for example, Kirch- 
ner s friends and atelier, inter- 
spersed with archive film . 
snippets. Photographs are 
matched to paintings as their 
source. A marching soldier is 
intercut with pictures by Dix. 
Altogether, this audio-visual ; 
interlude provides a compact . 
introduction to the show, en- 
couraging a more convincing 
“reading” of the exhibition 
than the rather tenuous them- ” 
ing. Highly recommended. 

'German Expressionism: Art 1 
and Society ’; Palazzo Grassi, 
San Samuele 3231, Venice, to 11 
Jan, open daily 10am -7pm • . j.' 
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Why you'd choose to be a woman - 100 good reasons 


DeWse Barham is ftj|| of 
reasons to be cheerful 
ab™* being female. 
Incidentally, the men^ 
magazine ‘GQ’ 
celebrated its 100th issue 
this month by fisting ‘100 
Reasons Why It’s Great 
To.Be a Bloke*. Sad 

reading by comparison. 

1: You can wear women’s un- 
derwear without being arrested. 

^ You can be sexually aroused 
in public without being arrested. 

3: You can understand the 
mechanism of a bra strap. 

4: You can be moody and anti- 
social on a regular monthly 
basis, without having to provide 
any rational explanation. 

5: You can cry during Sleepless 
In Seattle and not have to blame 
rt on hay fever and/or cat allergy. 

6: You can correctly estimate the 

dimensions of the male genitalia. 

t You can become number one 
itish women's tennis player 
simply by hitting a tennis ball - 
once - without it being out. 

8: You can detect, by scent, when 
underwear needs changing. 

9: You can be not interested in 
footy without being thought 
homosexual. 

JO: You can use public toilets at 
the same time as other members 
of the same sex without being 
thought homosexual. 

II: You can fake orgasm con- 
vincingly. 

Y2: You can observe a Bar-B-Q 
without urges to intervene. 

13: You can remain silent whilst 
in a car with a woman driver. 

M: You can blame being over- 
looked for promotion on 
“bloody male chauvinists” and 
the “Old Boy Network”. 

IS: You can take full advantage 
of British Telecom’s “Friends 
And Family” discount. 

16: You can occupy a bathroom 
for over 15 minutes without the 
Jpd of pornographic literature. 

17: You can make sexist remarks 
about the opposite sex without 
calling it “post-modern irony”. 

18: You stand a better chance of 
selection as a New Labour MB 

19: You can rely on not being 
chatted up by Paula Yates ... 


J ou appreciate why 
scarlet crotchless leather panties 
are not, in fact, practical work- 
wear for the female executive. 

2i You can watch canine cas- 
tration on Vets in Practice with- 
out wincing. 

23: You can go imo the lingerie 
department of Debenhams 
without the air of a fugitive. 

24: You will never have to 
raaster the art of tying a bow tie. 

25: You can dislike Pamela 
Anderson and like Care Short. 

26: When you reach the age of 
60. your breasts can double as 
handy fly-swatters. 

27s You can avoid carrying 
heavy items of furniture when 
moving bouse. 

28: You understand what a two 
way dzy-weave topsheet is nec- 
essary for. 

29; You can happily spend an 
entire afternoon in The Body 
Shop. 

30: Two words - colour co- 
ordination. 

31 : You can wear a ponytail and 
not look like a total prat. 

32: You can see that you have 
got cellulite. It’s obvious. Look. 

33: After passing wind in pub- 
lic, you will not be compelled to 
utter the phrase “oi oi, better 
out than in”. 

34: You can communicate with 
women by telephone. 

35: You can use pregnancy as 
an excuse for weight gain. 

36: You can use “47 per cent of 
women are a size 16 or over - 
it's a fact” as an excuse for 
weight gain. 

37: You can use “hormones” as 
an excuse for weight gain. . 

38: You can use “refusal to be'* 
influenced by anorexic models 
in Vogue” as ah excuse for 
weight gain. 

39: You don’t have to worry 
about being “a nine-stone 
weakling”. 

40: You can a) purchase tam- 
pons, b) read a map and c) eat 
quiche. 

41: The words “falling spenn 
count” do not send shivers 
down your back. 

42: You can urinate without 
leaving a anal! reservoir on the 
bathroom floor. 








If a bad hair day is as bad as it gets, spare a thought for all those baldies 


Photograph: Benelux Press/TCL 


leaflet BEFORE assembling 
flarpacked furniture or operat- 
ing electrical appliances. 

44c. .You can. carry a handbag. 

4S: You can find Jo Brand funny. 

46; You will never be required 
to make an amusing Best Man 
speech at a wedding. 

47: "Ybu don’t have to worry that 
you might not be the real par- 
ent of your children. 

48: You can expose your legs in 
hot weather and not look silly. 

49: You can book a “massage” 
without embarrassment. 

50: You can borrow your part- 
ner’s clothes, and not look 
perverted. ' -• 


20: ... or by Michael Barrymore. 43: You can read the instruction 51: Yon can ask a complete 


stranger for directions. 

52: You can run “like a girl". 

53: You never need be wary of 
scoutmasters with a glint in 
their eye. 

54: You are less likely to give 
your private parts a pet name. 

55: You can appreciate why 
double E-cup bosoms 'might 
sometimes be a disadvantage. 

56: Women won’t keep on buy- 
ing you horrible ties and Old 
Spice for Christmas. 

57: You can;bear to own a car 
stereo that doesn't have quite 
so many knobs as your neat door 
neighbour’s. 

58: You can drink spritzers in 
pubs. 


59: During sex, you are unlikely 
to worry about climaxing too 
quickly. 

60s You realise that “ready in 
five minutes" actually means 
three-and-a-haif hours. 

61 : You can resist the compul- 
sion to scratch your privates in 
public and photocopy your arse 
at Christmas parties. 

62: You can keep you legs 
together when sitting opposite 
other people on public 
transport. 

63: You partner will be 
PLEASED if you come borne 
with lipstick on your face. 

64: You can look at page three 
of the Sun without remarking 
loudly on the fact that you’re 
really only reading the politi- 
cal stoiy on page TWO. 


65: When you reach your sex- 
ual peak, you’re old enough to 
appreciate it 

66: You wiH never invite acquain- 
tances to “smell my finger”. 

67: You can watch a woman 
peeling a banana without mak- 
ing lewd comments. 

68: You can watch a woman re- 
moving an umbrella cover with- 
out making lewd comments. 

69: You can watch a woman un- 
wrapping a Cadbury's Flake 
without making lewd com- 
ments. 

70: You can understand the 
grave severity of having a “bad 
hair day”. 

71 : You can put a duvet cover 
on a duvet without asphyxiating 
yourself. 


72: You can obtain nutritional 
sustenance without the aid of a 
microwave, a tin opener, or the 
telephone number of your lo- 
cal branch of Pizza Hut. 

73: You can confess to having 
been dumped. 

74: You can own a Renault Clio. 

75: People mil not automatically 
expect you to know bow to play 
the guitar. 

76: You can leave the plumbing 
to the plumber. 

77: You are born with an in- 
stinctive knowledge of how 
many calories there are in any 
given foodstuff. 

78: You can change a nappy in 
less than an hour. 

79: Breasts are an attractive fea- 


ture on a woman. As is red hair. 
Sometimes. 

80: You can pack sensibly for 
holidays. 

8!: You will never wear jeans 
exposing your buttock cleavage, 
unless they happen to be fleet- 
ingly fashionable. 

82: You can admit to being 
wrong about something ... 

83: ... Even something as 
important as the Offside Rule. 

84: Your status in society will 
□ever be dependent on how 
high you ran piss. 

85: You will never believe that 
a doner kebab is the ideal epi- 
curean accompaniment for 15 
pints of Special Brew. 

86: Wearing a wig can be a fash- 
ion statement, not just a last 
resort. 

87: Violent men are thuggish. 
Violent women are “feisty”. 

88: Men sweat. Women “glow”. 

89: If you claim to admire the 
Spice Girls because of their pol- 
itics, some people will actually 
believe you. 

90: You know the meaning of 
words like “exfoliation" ... 

91: ... And “integrity”. 

92: You will never feel your mas- 
cu Unity threatened by large 
root vegetables, pepper pots or 
postcards featuring Nelson’s 
Column. 

93: You can appreciate that a 
woman who's just spent 50 per 
cent of her salary in Whistles 
can still have “nothing to wear 
tonight”. 

94: You can recall anniver- 
saries other than Stoke City’s 
first FA Cup win. 

95; Your voice will never mutate 
overnight from Aled Jones into 
Bany White. 

96: You can justifiably pass out 
during childbirth. 

97: Your ability to concentrate 
is not inversely proportional to 
the bust size of adjacent 
females. 

98: You have, statistically, 
more chance of finding a part- 
ner through newspaper contact 
ads. 

99: You don’t have to take 
mags like GQ seriously. 

100: And finally - you just 
CAN, OK? Because you CAN. 
And if men don’t understand 
that, then tough titty. 


■d gi^s 


Revelations 

I was once told I looked like Rudyard Kipling. Now it’s pers onal 


The Time: 1996 
The Place: South East 
London The Man: David 
Haig, actor (Inspector 
Grim in The Thin Blue 
Line’, Harold Nicolson in 
‘Portrait of a Marriage’, 

‘Art* atWyndhams) 


Tfenyears ago another actor told 
me that I was a doppelganger 
for Rudyard Kipling. It was 
the standard actor’s motive for 
anything- OK, m play that one. 
A couple of years after 1 won 
an Olivier award for Our Coun- 
try's Good in 1988, 1 asked for 
a play to be written about 
Kipling. Nobody wanted to 
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know. It’s only in the last four 
or five years that there has 
been aresurgeoce of interest 
-perhaps we are distanced 
enough from the Empire to be 
able to treat his complexities 
and writing in an objective 

mann er. 

So three years ago 1 decid- 
ed to write a play about Kipling 
myself. I was determined to do 
something in which I could 
have a more complete intellec- 
tual involvemeut. The morelin- 
vestigated Kipling and his 
family -the more I realised bow 
much it tied in to my own ex- 
perience. The death of Kipling’s 
son, Jack, had a profound effect 
on him and the death of my sis- 
ter had a similar impact on my 
family .Kipling’s patriotic writ- 
ing was part of the mood which 
made his only son join tip to 
fig ht jn the First World War. 
With slwrt eyesight. Jade should 
never have gone into battle, but 


was promptly killed in action. 

About 15 years ago, my sis- 
ter, w!k> was only 22, had a brain 
haemorrhage. She was very 
much the third child and had 
enormous warmth and energy 
but it cradled around in every 
direction. After being nervous 
and tenet* itrmnffh her legQS, She 
found peace with a boyfriend 
and moved to a cottage in Scot- 
land. 



Kipling and his doppelganger David Haig Photographs: Camera Press & Geraint Lewis 


But then from nowhere 
came a headache, double vision, 
she lay down and was uncon- 
scious - dead. 1 remember so 
dearly the last time I saw her 
before sbe died; The red brown 
leather jacket she was wearing 
is fixed in toy memory and sbe 
was as vivacious as ever. I was 
just 26 and it was a great shock. 
I was overwhelmed by a hun- 
dred different feelings among 
which was enormous guilt that 
I hadn't supported her enough 
and that I was lucky to be alive. 

In the same way that my sis- 
ter found happiness before her 
death, there is lots of evidence 


that Jack Kipling, in the brief 
time he was an officer, achieved 
an identity of his own. 

My play is all about bow a 
family reacts to the death of a 
child, how they cope with the 
layers of shock and what follows. 
What do you repress and what 
do you allow yourself to feel? 
The Kjpling I was reading about 
tied in with my perception of my 
father and myself. My father has 
always had a seminal influence 
on me. 1 wasn’t writing about a 
distant figure, it was a hybrid of 
Kipling, my father and myself. 
It was very exciting. We can all 
be dogmatic but we also have 


a soft sensitive streak that lives 
in parallel. It is a very complex 
mix. I understand Kipling; he 
has my father’s combination of 
chill and hot passion. 

It is so unnatural to lose a 
child. I know from personal ex- 
perience because although I 
have two boys and two girls alive 
and kicking, a year ago we had 
a still birth. TWo days before the 
baby was due, my partner, Ju- 
lia, suspected that she had lost 
the heartbeat. We went to hos- 
pital and they confirmed that 
thebaby was dead. We then had 
to sit in this labour ward at 
Guy’s for roughly 24 hours. 


She had to go through a natur- 
al birth because it’s healthier 
physically and psychologically. 
Through paper thin walls we 
could hear mothers celebrating 
the birth of live children. It’s a 
■ crippling experience - particu- 
larly for the mother. It is so bar- 
ren and arid. The reverse of 
everything that is natural, lb 
give birth to death is really per- 
verse. 

When thebaby was bom, we 
had this perfect human being of 
tiny dimensions. We stayed with 
her for about three hours which 
was a bizarre reminder of that 
time with a live baby. Parents 
never recover from something 
like that, as Kipling’s wife says 
in the play: “They stitch up the 
wound and go on.” 

We called our daughter 
Grace. We are trying to build 
her a Japanese-styie garden at 
home. You can't imagine two 
less Buddhist human beings 
than my partner and I - but 
we’re drawn to creating a place 
where we can not only think 
about her loss but also con- 
template what life is all about 
Well put in a couple of simple 
rocks, maybe engraved with 
words than mean something to 
both of us. 

So this play has extraordi- 
nary resonances from the point 
10 years ago when I was told 
that I looked like Kipling. Orig- 


inally it had the most base mo- 
tives, a greedy actor who want- 
ed to play a part. Now it's 
become something really very 
deep and personal. There's 
even a scene between Rudyard 
and his wife that I have written 
as a direct result of a conver- 
sation 1 had with my wife short- 
ly after the death of Grace. 

The people who survive 
these deaths, parents, brothers 
and sisters, cany on - but it can 
either destroy or mature them. 
Hopefully in real life and in the 
play, at least on a spiritual lev- 
el, we have been strengthened. 
Kipling is not such a ranter, and 
hopefully I'm less dogmatic 
than I was before these experi- 
ences. The balance between 
my tough and soft sides has 
changed; hopefully the writing 
reflects that I thought I was cre- 
ating something that was coo! 
but eveiybody tells me it s agut- 
felt emotional play. Writing 
can be therapeutic but only if 
you stay honest and don't sen- 
timentalise or hide the com- 
plexity of your feelings. 

Interview by Andrew G 
Mars/xrif 

David Haig to* has w rid^ and 
stars 'm Boy Jack' which runs 
until 22nd November at the 
Hempstead Theatre in London. 
Bax office: 0171-722 93QI- 


T 

‘Y T 

M y 






K 

ie.. 



\ •• 




THE INDEPENDENT 

TUESDAY 

14 OCTOBER 1 94" 


20/LEADER & LETTERS 


The English can teach a lesson to the great football nations 
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“Unfortunately the past reputation of 
England fans has gone before them,” a 
Football Association official said yesterday, 
stating the conventional wisdom about what 
happened in the stands at the Stadio 
Olimpico on Saturday. It is a piece of wis- 
dom, however, that needs to be chal- 
lenged if those scenes are not to be 
repeated in France at the World Cup next 
year. For the fact is the domestic reputa- 
tion of English football fans is excellent and 
has been pretty good now for a number of 
years. Saturday afternoons and weekday 
evenings, especially in the Premiership, are 
not quite oases of social peace, but trou- 
ble in last weekend’s terms just does not 
happen. Understanding why that should be 
so is a key to ensuring a better outcome 
when England visits abroad in future. 

We have had the braggadocio, notably 
from David Mellor - his panting enthusi- 
asm to drop an immediate and half-in- 
formed view, preferably anywhere near an 
open microphone is a bad augury for his 


conduct of the official review of footballing 
policy. We have had the half-baked na- 
tionalism which prefers stereotypes to 
real-life diversity - not all Italian police- 
men are wonderful, but neither are all of 
them practising for a role in the Thviani 
Brothers' forthcoming epic of fl Duce and 
his Blackshirts . We have also had the - 
sometimes harrowing -tales of returning 
fans caught up in a bewildering situation 
not of their making, in which poor stew- 
ardship and bad organisation bear much 
of the responsibility. We also have the ver- 
dict of Italian courts on “fans" whose sport- 
ing instinct is provocation and putting the 
boot in OnrlhDniecone^pondems’ reports 
of the behaviour of these ambassadors of 
modem England make for dismaying 
reading: we look forward to foe next 
Demos report on what to do about the 
brand image these louts project. 

Except it is something they can only get 
away with abroad. Football in England - 
Scotland reorganised foe game before and 


W&les has never had similar problems, at 
least on any scale - has been cleansed. It 
took the Heysel and Hillsborough disas- 
ters to provoke action. On foe latter there 
are questions of cause and effect out- 
standing, which Lord justice SUiart-Smifo’s 
inquiry may finally answer; but Lord Thy- 
lor's report led to dramatic changes in both 
foe safety and comfort in which most fans 
watch football. In recent years football has ' 
been modernised. Capacity has been cut, 
terracing bulldozed and replaced by seats. 
Clubs have turned themselves imo com- 
mercial operations and some of them even 
treat their paying customers with a mod- 
icum of respect. 

In parallel, probably without sufficient 
credit, the police have got their act together. 
They have been helped by foe virtual dis- 
appearance of casual travelling- nowadays 
there are simply too few opportunities for 
irregular supporters to find their way in. 
Ibny Banks yesterday identified travel 
control - or rather its lack -as one reason 


for Saturday’s mayhem. The courts have 
powers to block the movement of known 
troublemakers. And known they are, for the 
police, and foe football authorities, have 
professionalised their intelligence gather- 
ing. One of the better consequences of foe 
establishment of the National Reporting 
Centre and the other measures of cen- 
tralisation that accompanied foe miners 
strike in the mid-Eigbtifis was an end to pet- 
ty regional rivalries among police forces, 
especially between ' provincials and the 
MeLNow that football dubs know who their 
supporters 'are - foe lucky ones who qual- 
ify for season tickets - foe task of identi- 
fying the trouble-makers has become 

eaaer. One veiygood reason why what hap- 
pened at the weekend should not influence 
football's international authorities in their 
decision about whether to locate foe 2006 
World Cup in England is that it said noth- 
ing about English football conditions. 

Indeed what it said was that other coun- 
tries, including Italy, may have something 


to learn from English techniques and ex- 
perience, especially in terms of tick® 
management and bjg event stmnUup. 
The relevant comparison is Euro vo- 
England’s track record is outstanding. 
The English example says that “policing 
is not just a matter of boys in blue, shields 
and batons it is a question of cooperation 
ftum the very earliest stages of police forces, 
football authorities, transport undertakers, 
publicans and so on. Methods of ticket al- 
location are as much part of foe package 
as body searches - necessary, surely, only 
where intelligence indicates mdividoals or 
groups likely to throw objects - at foe t 
ground. Every footballing country in Eu- 
rope its problem “fans” — including the 

otherwise pacific Dutch. Can foe German 
and the Italian arid the French authorities 
identify them as readily as the English? 
That is a question which foe French state 
should be asking with real urgency and de- 
manding answers - not just from those 
countries which qualify. 
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Minister and shares 

Sin Margaret Beckett in her let- 
ter to you L13 October) still re- 
fuses to clarify which shares 
Nigel Griffiths owns. She has re- 
ceived several letters from me 
as she declines to tell us if Mr 
Griffiths, or his wife, own 
shares in P&O and in ICI. 
Why will she not tell us? Her 
letter leaves open whether 
some shares have passed to 
them rather than bis sister. 1 
have always made it dear tha t 
if the shares were owned by Mr 
Griffiths’ sister I could see no 
problem with him continuing on 
foe inquiry. 

Why will Mrs Beckett not 
publish a list of all the shares 
owned by ministers in her de- 
partment, whether they are 
now transferred to a blind trust 
or not and on what date they 
were transferred? 

I see Nigel Griffiths has 
been involved with “over 100 
competition decisions and is- 
sues". Would Mrs Beckett 
name them, at the same time as 
publishing a definitive list of die 
issues and companies which 
Mr Griffiths cannot handle? 
Mrs Beckett has not clarified 
which papers Nigel Griffiths saw 
prior to announcing an interest 
on 8 May and what decision he 
took on P&Q/Stena before he 
withdrew from foe case. 

JOHN REDWOOD 
Shadow President of the Board 
of Trade 

House of Commons 

Into battle over EMU 

Sir. So, with a combination of 
nudges, winks and denials, plus 
encouraging “come on in, the 
water's lovely” noises from 
across the Channel, the process 
of creating an atmosphere in 
which British participation in 
European monetary union 
flEMU) becomes a self-fulfill- 
ing prophecy has started. 

Given the Government’s 
pro-European, collectivist in- 
stincts, and foe views of some 
big business, it is no surprise 
that an attempt is being made 
to bounce us into EMU. Every- 
thing possible should be done, 
however, to ensure that one of 
the most important decisions 
ever to face this country is not 
taken without foe proper de- 
bate which has been lacking so 
far, and which proponents of 
EMU will try to avoid. 

Whilst the euro should lead 
to very large savings in costs and 
a general simplification of bust- 
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ness transactions, and 1 have no 
objections to it in principle if it 
can work, nobody has managed 
to persuade me that a common 
currency can writ in an area with 
such large disparities of income 
between member states, where 
member states are at different 
points in foe business cycle and 
therefore require different in- 
terest rates, where labour is not 
mobile, and where there is no 
arrangement for redistributing 
wealth from foe more to the less 
prosperous areas through a fed- 
eral tax and benefit system, as in 
the US, from where warnings 
about foe problems of EMU 
have recently begun to emanate. 

If these questions cannot be 
answered satisfactorily, the as- 
sumption must be that EMU is 
likely to cause enormous social, 
economic and possibly political 
dislocation, the effects of which 
we could not avoid even if we 
do not join. 

PETER JOHNSON 
East Preston, West Sussex 


Sin Judging from what was 
said at Blackpool last week, it 
seems evident that foe division 
between the pro- and anti- 
EMU viewpoints will now lie be- 
tween foe Labour government 
and Tory opposition. The Eu- 
rosceptics will, no doubt, feel 
encouraged by this to return to 
the type of nationalist propa- 
ganda which this country had to 
suffer prior to 1 May. The re- 
mark by a young Tory at Black- 
pool is a fair sample of what we 
can expect: “Europeans are 
different - they eat horses." 

I hope that foe Govern- 
ment will not delay any longer 
in informing the electorate of 
the issues surrounding EMU 
and follow this up with a clear 
statement of their intention to 
join, if not in the first wave then 
as soon as possible thereafter. 

Whom should we betieve on 
foe single currency? The anti- 
European MPs and economists 
or foe job and wealth creators, 
comprising thousands of in- 


dustries and represented by 
the Confederation of British In- 
dustry and others who, in prin- 
ciple, support EMU. 

Sir HAROLD ATCHERLEY 
Chairman, European 
Movement, Suffolk and North 
Essex Branch 
LongMetford, Suffolk 

Sir: Last month, at the 
newsagent in Gozzano, Italy 
where I buy my Independent, I 
was handed a free floppy disk 
which, m graphic style sets out 
the case for Italy to join Euro- 
pean monetary union. The disk, 
which also gives a fascinating 
statistical breakdown on all 
other EU countries, was spon- 
sored by Italy’s treasury min- 
istry. 

The lira is not one of Eu- 
rope's most stable currencies. 
But Italy, with all its many fis- 
cal fault-lines, has a real com- 
mitment to make Europe work. 
Yes, there is resistance to EMU 
membership, but it is largely 


about the terms and con- 
straints. There is little lack of 
will to consummate foe EU 
marriage by this final act such 
as you find in over-cautious, 
xenophobic Britain. 

DAVID ROWLANDS 
Basingstoke, Hampshire 

Green buildings 

Sir. Whilst I subscribe to the di- 
agnosis of our environmental 
problems outlined by Charles 
Secret! (letter, 11 October) I 
feel he is being hard on a gov- 
ernment which has hardly had 
a chance to penetrate the inner 
workings of foe mind of “Sir 
Humpbrey." We should not 
underestimate the scale of the 
commitment by Tony Blair to 
cut emissions of carbon dioxide 
by 20 per cent against 1 990 lev- 
els by 2010. 

The built environment im- 
poses by far foe greatest de- 
mand on fossil-based energy. 
This is the sector which could 


deliver foe carbon-dioxide re- 
ductions within the timescale 
and without political risk. 

We have some of foe worst 
housing in Europe, and there 
needs to be a national strategy 
to bring the whole housing 
stock to a standard of thermal 
efficiency near to ibe current 
regulations for new buildings. 
The most urgent requirement 
is for a review of fofe thermal 
section (Part L) of foe Build- 
ing Regulations. This needs to 
be substantially tightened, so 
that in the domestic sector we 
are at least in line with com- 
parable north European coun- 
tries. 

In commercial and institu- 
tional buildings, we need to 
tackle head-on foe market re- 
sistance to naturally lit and 
ventilated offices. There is now 
conclusive evidence that green 
buildings offer a commercial 
advantage over their scaled, air- 
conditioned counterparts, not 
least in foe health of the occu- 


MI5 opens the files 

Sin 1 am . grateful to Anne 


Office for confirming that! 
of MIS’s historical files will be- 
gin to appear in foe PRO next 
month (letter, 10 October). 

After five years of rumours 
and unattribu table hints from 
the spooks we have at last been 
favoured with a formal an- 
nouncement just weeks before 
foe files are to be opened. And 
this was only forthcoming be- 
cause I provocatively quoted off- 
the-record comments by a PRO 
official. It’s an incongruous way 
to laundi a new era of openness. 

This transfer of records, we 
are told, is “in fine with foe 
process routinely followed by 
other government depart^ 
ments”, but ir's no ordinaiy de- ■ 
partment that gets away with 
not depositing so much as a pa- 
per clip inlhe PRO for 8S years. 

Ms Crawford assures us that 
this exercise is not a "sop'’, but 
it's hard not to see it as anoth- 
er episode in MB’s “charm of- 
fensive^ as it triesto justify its 
existence after the Cold Vfer. I 
intend to be first in the queue 
next month to see how much 
glasnast we're being allowed. 
DAVID TURNER 
Borden , Kent 


What killed Dylan 


to 


pants. Where there have been 
corporate moves from an air 
conditioned office to green ac- 
commodation there has been 
around a 15 per cent reduction 
in absenteeism. 

Earlier draft buildings reg- 
ulations made it necessary to 
justify the inclusion of air 
conditioning. This was omitted 
due to pressure from foe of- 
fices lobby. It should be rein- 
stated. especially since the 
Government has demonstrat- 
ed in an innovative building 
that it is possibly in areas of 
high pollution to have a seat- 
ed building which is never- 
theless naturally ventilated. 
The New Parliamentary Build- 
ing in Whitehall will set new 
standards for the offices 
sector. 

Professor PETER F SMITH 
Chairman, Environment add 
Planning Committee 
Royal Institute of British 
Architects 
London W] 


Sir: About that NasholdArem- 
lett book, which “reveals" that 
Dylan Thomas didn't die of 
drink (report, 13 October). 
This was discovered twenty 
years ago; by me. Half a grain 
of morphine unwisely pre- 
scribed in New York did for 
him. The “acute alcohol poi- 
soning" story hasn't been tak- 
en seriously for years. 

Nashold and Tremlett pro- 
duce evidence that he was a di- 
abetic. Maybe he was. 
Constantine FiteGibbon’s biog- 
raphy speculated about it in ^ 
1965. What matters is the despail& 
Thomas came to fee] about his 1 ' 
poetry and his marriage, so that 
in foe end he put himself in the 
way of dying, one way or another. 
PAUL FERRIS 
Boughrood Powys 

Late converts 

Sir. Deathbed conversions are 
commendable. Post-mortem 
ones, such as that of foe Tbiy 
party, strain credulity. . _ 
ANTHONY WRIGHT 7 - 
London, NW2 


Notes towards the definition of a third-rate power 



MILES 

KINGTON. 


The Queen's visit to India 
might have gone totally un- 
reported here if there bad not 
been a diplomatic incident to 
liven it up. 

What do we mean by a 
diplomatic incident? 

We mean quite the oppo- 
site. We mean an incident in 
which someone has been ■ 
undiplomatic. 

In this case, foe President 
of India allegedly said, while 
on a previous visit to Cairo, 
that he didn’t want a third-rate 
power like Britain interve ning 
between India and Pakistan in 
foe Kashmir dispute. 

This would seem a fan- 
enough comment to most of 
us. After all, the last time that 
Britain intervened between 
India and Pakistan, in a little 


episode called Partition, we 
managed to create foe condi- 
tions for the deaths of millions 
of people. Lord Mounthatten, 
our self-inflated representative 
out there, was always rather 
adept at sinking his own ships, 
but be had never arranged a 
head-on collision between two 
countries before. Even by his 
standards it was a triumphant 
disaster ... 

A reader writes: Dear Mr 
Kington, I don't think it was the 
turning down of our offer to 
mediate that annoyed everyone. 
It was when the President of 
India described us as a third- 
rate nation. 

Allegedly? 

A reader mites : Vis, sorry. 
Allegedly described us as a 
third-rate nation . 


Oh. I see. Is that sup- 
posed to be an insult? 

Yes. 

Why? 

Well when you call some- 
one third-rate, that implies that 
they are ... well, third-rate. 

I sec. Is that bad? 

Oh, yes. It tends to suggest 
that you think that they are not 
first-rate. 

Yes, but hold on. We all 
know there aren't many first- 
rate nations. Hardly any. In 
fact, there may not be any. 
There are some second-rate 
nations. There are also third, 
fourth and fifth-rate nations. 
You can’t have one rate with- 
out having the other rates. 

We can’t all be first and 
second rate. 

You 're on tricky ground 


hem, but go on. 

In the same way. you can’t 
make football teams all top 
division. You can cheat a bit 
by renaming the First Division 
the Premier Division, and 
then moving foe rest up so 
that foe old Second Division 
becomes the new First Divi- 
sion and so on, but there are 
still going to be some third di- 
vision teams. Indeed, there ore 
some teams below that. There 
are all the Vauxhall Confer- 
ence teams. A Vhuxhali Con- 
ference team is below the 
Third Division, and yet it is 
□ever used as an insult. I 
mean, if the President of 
India had turned round and 
said ... 

Allegedly said ... 

... If the President of India 


had turned round and al- 
legedly said that Britain was 
a Vauxhall Conference nation, 
what do you think the reaction 
would have been? 

/ think the Vauxhall car 
people might have been a bit 
upset 

Or pleased They might 
have taken it as a good bit of 

free publicity. 

Ye-e-e-s... Wkatisaliutx- 
hall Conference, anyway? 

I don't know. I have always 
visualised it as a large five- 
door conference centre on 
wheels, with small walnut 
desks and every passenger 
connected by screens, so that 
silvery-haired executives 
called led and Harry can get 
together and drive up and 
down foe Ml and thrash out 


their marketing policy for the 
exciting new lemon-flavoured 
brand of cider they have 
dreamt up, and have it all 
decided in the Vauxhall Con- 
ference instead of actually 
going to a country hotel and 
wasting a lot of money on a 
conference suite with audio- 
visual aids that break down. 

And each passenger gets a 
small chintzy lamp, like the 
ones you see in motorway 
coaches which go past you at 
90mph? 

No. That’s for tourists. I 
fancy foal each passenger gets 
a small mini-bar and a leather 
folder. And a lapel badge 
with his name and rank on? 

Why do you need thiu? 

It wfll be very helpful if foe 
car crashes at speed, because 


all the bodies can be insta 
ly identified as they are pul 
from the wreckage. • 

Ouch. That's a bit 0 } 
third-class joke, isn 't it? .. 

Are you calling my jol 
third-class? 

Allegedly. Anyway -it’s 
worse than calling Briiair 
third-rate nation, surety?' 

Yes, but what IS a tin 
rate nation? Is It possible 
be third-rate without hsiri 
Little Chefs and Hag 
Eaters? Does having the b 
football hooligans in i 
world make you first-ratti 
the British were rea 
passionate * about cult* 
wouldn't there be Wind* 
hand fighting at foe-Bod 
Prize ceremony? Tomorn 
the debate continues,' 
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The best of neighbours 
in Downing Street 





DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

ON THE KEY 

relationship 


Rrirtfh I?-* ^P 01 ^ 1 friendship in 

British politics. In and out of each other’s 

iSanf -»T ei ?i. d ^ y “ the middle of 
198&, Tony Blair and Gordon Brown have 

an ideological outlook and mutual under- 
standing so deep that it’s sometimes diffi- 
cult to decide which of them thought of 
which idea first. 

The relationship between Prime Minis-’ 
ter and Chancellor, First and Second Lords 
of the Treasury, is always a complicated one 
Some of those around Ken Clarke, for ex- 
ample, left office with the clear view that 
tensions between the Chancellor and the 
Prime Minister are built into the system: 
their relationship was better before, and has 
been better since, they lived next door to 
each other in Downing Street, But the in- 
timacy and frequency of the contacts be- 
tween Brown and Blair works in a way 
intended to get around that problem; 
Whitehall officials have been struck, and a 
tittle alarmed, at how often the pair meet 
without mil servants. The result is some- 
thing that is less an institutional relation- 
ship between Numbers Ten and Eleven 
Dcrwnmg Street, and more that of old friends 
- albeit for a brief but momentous period 
rivals - who know each other extremely well 
and who can and do endlessly discuss in com- 
plete privacy the great issues of government 
and how to tackle them. 

Nevertheless the Clarke-Major rela- 
tionship, and before it that of Lawson and 
Thatcher, showed what an independent pow- 
er base within the Cabinet a strong mod- 
ern Chancellor can have. The one real scoop 
in the recent Channel Four documentary Bye 
Bye Blues was an interview with the former 
Tbiy chairman Jeremy Hanley who described 
. bow, not once but twice, Clarke oon*-<! 
maided a majority of the Cabinet against; 
a minority which included the PrimeT/Gn- 
ister. On the first occasion Clarke forced 
through a decision in favour of hs increasing 
VAT of fuel, only to be subsequently de- 
feated in the Commons. On the second, 
Clarke successfully resisted the funding in- 
crease sought by the then Education Sec- 
retary Gillian Shephard. When the issue was 
forced to a vote, the majority went with Ken 
Clarke, even though John Major backed Mrs 
Shephard. 

So it would not be surprising if, on those 
occasions when Blair and Brown do have 
differences. Brown sometimes got his own 
way. (A recent, if entirety internal Labour 
Party, example is the case of the selection 
of the candidate to fight the Paisley by-elec- 
tion. Gordon Brown conducted a formida- 
ble lobbying operation on behalf of Douglas 
Alexander, who is now the candidate. He 
will almost certainly be a first class MP. But 
another able candidate, Pat Macfadden, who 
works in the Prime Minister's policy unit 
dropped out after at least one meeting be- 


twen Brown and Blair.) Still, on roost of 
the bjg issues, the Prime Minister has cho- 
sen his ground carefully, and has eventually 
got his way. There are two important ex- 
amples from before the election: Brown did- 
n't get his new top tax rate of 50 per cent 
and Blair insisted on matching the Tories' 
pledge to have an EMU referendum — even 
though Brown had at one period proposed 
m a king the manifesto commitment of sup- 
port for the single currency sufficiently strong 
that the election itself would have provid- 
ed a mandate to lake Britain in. 

Which helps to put the hot issue of the 
day uj perspective. A spate of newspaper 
stories - the latest of which appeared yes- 
terday in the Daily Mad and Glasgow's Her- 
aid - have predicted EMU entry in this 
Parliament. This has looked awfully like 
Brown’s allies seeking to force the pace on 
the timing of British entry (though it could 
also be an attempt to talk down the job- 
threatening level of the pound). But whether 
or not Brown wants to go faster thaw Blair, 
all the signs are that the Prime Minister is 
stiU extremely wary about the timing of a 
referendum. 

Vfou can tal k io ministers who will say that 
the momentousness of the risk is over- 
estimated, and even that the Government 
could come back from a defeat in an EMU 
referendum. That isn’t. J suspect, quite how 
the Prime Minister sees it Before he and 
Robin Cook announce plans for the British 
EU presidency at the beginning of De- 
cember, he and Brown will surely have 
agreed a statement confirming that the UK 
will not enter EMU on January 1, 1999, but 
that it intends to do so do when the condi- 
tions- including the Europe-wide prospects 
on jobs - are right for British entry. For 
Britain to retain influence in the EU, while 
being outside EMU, that win have to be {Het- 
ty convincing to Britain’s partners. But the 
timing is another matter. 

Of course a referendum before the next 
general election is possible. So is putting 
an EMU pledge in the next general elec- 
tion manifesto. But a referendum after the 
_next general election is likelier still. There 
'are ministers who say the Prime Minister 
would not want a referendum this side of 
an election unless he could persuade Ru- 
pert Murdoch’s newspapers to drop their 
stiU vitriolic opposition to EMU. Whether 
or not that’s true, public opinion will take 
time to torn round (not to mention a few. 
prominent Cabinet sceptics like Jack 
Straw,) The Conservative JVty - admit- 
tedty without Darke and HeseQtine but 
with. Michael -,Foj»illo^a®d Margaret,'. 
Thatcher- would be galvanised, .spoiling - 
for thefigbt. Television would have to give 
equal time toboth sides. Defeat might be . 
highly unlikely, but it would be cata- 
strophic. 

Forwbatever siren voices say to the con- 
trary, the Prime Minister would indeed be - 
betting the ranch; it’s hard to see bow a gov- 
ernment could come bade from a referen- 
dum defeat on something so fundamental 
and win the second term Bfair so badty wants 
-nevermind the impact on Britain’s future 
in the EU: forget about EMU membership . 
for a generation. 

The Biown-Blair relationship is at the 
heart of the Government’s success. No-one 
knows better than Blair how indispensable 
a motor of modernisation Brown is. Prob- 
ably these issueswiUafl be settled in the ebb 
and flow of constant and comradely dis- 
cussion between the two of them, well away 
from the spin doctors. Buz while Brown may 
be as strong as Clarice, Blair is not John Ma- 
jor. If it comes to it, Blair will not be for 
bouncing.' 


Nothing to rebel against - pity the 
poor conformists without a cause 



GLENDA 

COOPER 

YOUTHFUL 

DILEMMA 


“Human beings make war and 
hate one another. They do not 
understand their young, they re- 
ject their ideals, (hey make 
them come borne early from the 
disco. They are doomed.” 
(From The Concerned Adoles- 
cent by Wendy Cope) 

It’s hell being young. No - re- 
ally it is. No one understands 
you see. And no one cares 
about how dreadfully difficult 
it is to find something to rebel 
against these days. 

Youth, as Bernard Shaw 
pointed out, is there to shock the 
old and keep them up to date. 
Well maybe in the past But 
think about being an 18-year-old 
in 1997. You were bora a 
Thatcher's child and you now 
have to adapt to a new caring, 
giving Blairite society. Your old- 
er siblings knew what they were 
against -the Tbries -even if they 
weren’t quite sure what they 
were in favour ot What can you 
do to show you're different? 

Youth icons of today offer 
scant support for rebellion -do 
you choose the Spice Girls (in 
essence siding with Pepsi-Cola 
rather than Coca-Cola?), Chris 
Evans or Zoe Ball (Virgin vs 
Radio 1), or Oasis (hanging 
•round Downing Street and 
sucking up to Tbny Blair). 

The music industry has been 
particularly bad in letting poor 
adolescents down. Where is to- 
day’s Eton Rifles (The Jam) or 
UB40 singing “I am a One in 
Tfcn”, or even Woody Guthrie s 
“This Land is Your Land” -the 

anthem of the International 
Trade Union Movement 

Instead on Sunday the Spice 
Girls played their first live con- 
cat ^ - not a bad achievement for 
a band who have already bad 
three chart-topping angles, “If 
you realty wanna know, yes they 
can ting,” said the Daily Mail 
yesterday. But what you should 
realty wanna know about is the 
marketing. 

While in the past bands 
may have worried more about 
social injustice, the Spices ob- 
viously have their heads 
screwed on the right way by al- 
lying themselves with a soft 
drink brand. All 8,000 or so 
people attending the concert 
had done so as competition win- 
ners for Pepsi-Cola. Pepsi has 



The times they are a-c hanging: Bob Dylan sings for the Pope 
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received 12.000 applications a 
day for a Spice Girls single that 
can ontybe heard by buying a 
can of the soft drink. 

The proponents of Girl 
Power did remember to spout 
a bit of their philosophy “We 
are five individuals who do not 
have to be the same ” said Mel 
B (Scary). “You can start your 
own business and believe in 
yourself. But you must help 
your sisters,” said Geri Spice. 

But perhaps Posh Spice 
summed up their thoughts best 
Asked if she would many the 
England footballer David 
Beckham she replied “That’s 
none of your business-. But he 
drinks ftpsi too.” she parrot- 
ed. Product placement like no 
other. 

Marketing Week warned last 
week that the Spices were in 
danger of overkill - betides the 
Pepsi deal there is a link-up with 
Walkers crisps, an Impulse 
Spice range of scents, a tie-up 
with Chupa Chups lollipops, a 
Polaroid Spice Cam and a BT 
advertising campaign planned 
before Christmas. 

How can an adolescent take 
such a marketed concept seri- 
ously? But then the Spices 
aren’t alone in disappointing to- 


day's youth. Even Guthrie him- 
self who inspired Pete Seeger 
in the Forties, Bob Dylan in the 
Sixties, Bruce Sprin^een in the 
Seventies, now finds himself 
part of the establishment as one 
of the singers he influenced - 
BiDy Bragg in the Eighties - has 
been chosen to be in charge of 
his archive material. Archive 
material l 

What's the point of watch- 
ing a real rock’n’roll band start 
their lour in Chicago when 
your dad next to you knows the 
words better than you do. And 
don’t mention Bob Dylan. The 
man has yet another album out 
this month and be played for 
the Pope last month. Bob Dy- 
lan? Playing for the Pope? 

And where's the excitement 
in telling your round-eyed par- 
ents that Nod Gallagher has 
compared drug taking to hav- 
ing a cup of tea when you 
open the papers the next day to 
find him snuggling up to the 
prime minister in Downing 
Street You have to do a lot of 
spitting and swearing before 
you can regain your street cred 
after that. 

Last week as well, former 
rock star Bill Drummond of the 
K Foundation warned rock 


stars against cosying up to the 
new establishment in particu- 
lar, he attacked Alan McGee, 
head of Oasis’s record compa- 
ny, Creation, for joining the 
Government's task force on 
the arts. ' 

“I’m getting very fright- 
ened,” said Drummond. “It 
seems that the establishment 
has pulled the arts to its bosom, 
but it is the job of the arts to 
stand outside the establish- 
ment. As soon as you start be- 
coming part of the PR of a 
government you are getting 
into a dangerous area.” 

Mr McGee justified his de- 
cision by saying that he was not 
a rebel. So that’s alright thea. 

Still there’s always the gin- 
ger whinger, the DJ Chris 
Evans, to be the rebel you 
know and love. No stunt’s too 


mad for Evans, no one's too im- 
portant for him to slag off But 
then even he as anti-hero has- 
n't got that much going. Why 
had he gone back to breakfast 
show radio (the commercial 
kind, mind you), he was asked. 
Maybe to cock a snook at the 
authoritarian BBC? For the 
kids? No. “The reason we came 
back to the radio is because we 
stopped getting things for free. 
We didn’t realise how much we 
got for free since we came off 
and have had to pay for every- 
thing.” He and his team bad 
had free car loans and scooters 
in their time at Radio 1 and be 
had a Bentley at the weekend, 
he added. Bet that goes down 
well with the eco-warriors. 

Ah yes the eco-warriors, 
the rebels with a cause in our 
time. Now there’s something to 
rebel about. Honiton, New- 
bury aod Lancaster. Manches- 
ter Airport Swampy. What a 
time that was. But now there 
have been cut-backs in new mo- 
torways and bypasses, cycle 
lanes and paths arc on the in- 
crease and John Prescott an- 
nounced last month that he 
wants us out of our cars. 

It’s a bit difficult to lecture 
your parents on air pollution if 
the Deputy Prime Minister is 
saying it first and has a report 
by the Royal Commission on 
Enviromnentai Protection be- 
hind him. It kind of takes the 
fhn out of it as well. 

There’s not even much fun 
in being a student anymore by 
the time you’ve finished sorting 
out your loons and your £1,000 
tuition fees, your first job and 
your overdraft. And then there 
isn't much time any more to sit 
around, get stoned and think 
about the meaning of life. If you 
can get to be leader of the Tory 
party by the age of 36 (William 
Hague), editor of a national 
newspaper by the age of 28 
(Piers Morgan, who edited the 
News Of The World and now 
the Mirror) or have a novel 
published by the age of 18 
(Bidisha), you obviously can’t 
waste three years of university 
silting around. 

The point is today’s would- 
be rebels need to sit tight. 
These things go in cycles. Some 
of us lived through the era of 
the New Romantics ( radical to 
wear long frilly shirts) or even 
those highly political animals 
themselves, the Bay City 
Rollers. For every punk or 
flower power era there is a time 
when Celine Dion just has to 
■top the charts. Grin and bear 

iL 


Social change is best done in small, reversible steps 
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regards possession and dealing. 

The many studies like this 
into every aspect of the subject 
could be collated and sum- 
marised without much difficulty 
and in double quick time. The 
Government should undertake 
this useful task of providing a 
briefing for the public; such a 
document would be a public 
service not a policy initiative. 

The questions, at least, are 
clear. What are the effects of 
cannabis on the user? Does it 
lead to anti-soda! behaviour? 
Is it addictive? How does it 
compare to alcohol? Does it 

provide a gateway to the use of 

hard drugs? How modi success 
has government polity had (tar- 
ing (be past fifteen years? What 
have been the costs of this pol- 
icy? What can we learn from 
Spain and Italy, where de- 
crizninalisation has also taken 
place, and from the different 
policies adopted by US states, 
aswell as from Ho Hand? What 
are the medicinal uses of 
cannabis? 

The answers will be found to 

lack precision. A Rochdale 
tiodor told a recent conference 

of the British Medical Associ- 
ation that cannabis bad un- 
pleasant effects, such as 
distorting perception, reducing 
vigSance and causing apathy 
and indifference. But another 


study declares that cannabis is 
a fairly mild hallucinogenic or 
euphoriant. Are the two saying 
the same thing and do they im- 
ply that cannabis is more dan- 
gerous than alcohol? 

Some of this can be sorted 
out But not alL Any inquiry 
would be left with a series erf an- 
swers- that fell into wide ranges 
of probability. Nonetheless, 
the findings, taken together, 
would support the case for de- 
crinainatisation. That is why I 
think that the best approach 
that the Government could 
take would be to try to make 
progress by tiny steps, starting 
imm ediately. The poll in the In- 
dependent on Sunday shows 
that public opinion would be in 
favour. If ever there was a 
problem demanding an appli- 
cation of British pragmatism, 
this is ft. I define a “tiny” step 
as one which could be reversed 
without embarrassment ■ 

.. Theijew drags “czar”, for in- 
stance, whose appointment is 
due to be announced by the 
Prime Minister tomorrow, will 
no doubt observe that police 
policy towards possession of 
cannabis varies across the coun- 
try. In some places, people are 
arrested and charged, in Other 
areas they are onty warned. It 

would be useful to compare and 

"contrast the effects of these 


different approaches. Indeed 
for this reason it might even be 
advisable to maintain this di- 
versity for some time. Then, 
having gained confidence from 
this experiment, as I assume it 
would, the government would 
be ahle to state that national 
policy would be for the police 
to issue warnings rather than 
charges except in flagrant cas- 
es . If such a policy appeared to 
work safety, having tried it out 
for, say, two years, then it 
would not be such a big step to 
decriminalise possession alto- 
gether - except of commercial 
amounts. At this stage, dealing 
would still be a criminal offence. 

It is in this pragmatic spirit 
that the Secretary of State for 
Health, Frank Dobson, made a 
useful contribution to the de- 
bate last week. He said that be 
would look at the case for 
am ending existing legislation SO 
that cannabis could be pre- 
scribed by doctors for certain 
conditions, particularly for peo- 
ple with multiple sclerosis. Cal- 
ifornia has already taken this 
step. The drug helps reduce 
tremors and spasms and it eas- 
es movement Aids sufferers 
likewise claim that it improves 
their appetite. 

If these various measures 
worked well, then the next 
move would be more of a leap 


than a step. The Government 
might well pause before taking 
iL For it would involve remov- 
ing the trade in cannabis from 
the streets, from pubs and dubs 
and from criminal gangs and 
giving licences for its distribu- 
tion to approved outlets. I am 
not sure that the United King- 
dom would want to follow the 
Dutch pattern of allowing some 
1,500 “coffee houses” to deal in 
small quantities. It migh t he that 
high-street pharmacies would 
be more suitable, seeing that 
their staff already have the ap- 
propriate training. 

But we would do well to in- 
sist feat licensed distributors fol- 
low the five rules that Dutch 
coffee shop dealers have to ob- 
serve. As with alcohol, no sales 
to minors. That is obvious 
enough. Likewise no public 
disturbances, something for 
which British public houses 
can also lose their licences. A 
further rule is - no advertising. 
This is extremely important. 
The evidence from the years 
following the ending of prohi- 
bition of alcohol in the United 
States in 1933 is that it was the 
gradual increase In advertising 
that lifted consumption rather 
than de-regulation itself. There 
was no steep jump when the law 
was relaxed. 

The Dutch also prohibit 


licensed dealers in cannabis 
from selling hard drugs. For the 
Dutch, this is a crucial issue. In 
the unregulated, criminal mar- 
ket, cannabis is generally sold 
alongside hard drugs. But ap- 
plying a licensing system to 
cannabis actually breaks the 
link. The Dutch believe that 
separating the soft- and hard- 
drug markets reduces the so- 
called “gateway” effect. The fi- 
nal Dutch safeguard is to set 
limits on the amounts of 
cannabis that can be supplied 
in each transaction and the 
amount that can be held in 
stock. The thresholds are set at 
lew levels. 

What 1 am arguiag is that le- 
galising the supply and con- 
sumption of cannabis should 
not be seen as a big-bang de- 
rision. Rather than endlessly 
debating the grand issues and 
coming to no conclusion, it 
would be better to get going 
with limited initiatives, measure 
the results, be ready to turn 
back if the consequences are 
unfavourable; and, otherwise, 
keep pushing ahead. Perhaps it 
would take as long as five years 
to reach legalisation of pos- 
session and another five to 
bring in a licensing system for 
suppliers. No matter, it is the 
direction that counts rather 
than the speed. 
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John Denver 


Henry John Deutschendorf Jr 
(John Denver}, singer, 
guitarist, songwriter: born 
Roswell, New Mexico 31 
December (943; married first 
1967 Ann Kartell (one 
adopted son, one adopted 
daughter; marriage dissolved 
1983), second Cassandra. 
Delaney (one daughter); died 
Monterey Ray, California 12 
October 1997. 


It is surprising to discover that 
John Denver only bad one UK 
Tbp 30 hit, “Annie’s Song”. 
Despite numerous tours and 
television appearances, the 
British public ignored all his 
other US No Is - “Sunshine on 
My Shoulders", “Back Home 
Again”, “Thank God I'm a 
Country Boy”, “Calypso” and 
“I'm Sony”. In the same way 
that the British public never 
latched on to surf records, 
maybe his Johnny-One-Note 
theme of the Rocky Mountains 
was too alien to us. Most of us 
thank God we’re city bays - and 
if we had all followed John 
Denver into the wilderness, 
there would have been no 
wilderness at all 

He was bom Henry John 
Deutschendorf, the son of an 
air force pilot, in Roswell, New 
Mexico, on New Year’s Eve 
1943. His father’s job meant 
that he had an unsettled child- 
hood, although they did spend 
seven years in Hicson. Ari- 
zona. His constant companion 
was a guitar given to him by his 
grandmother and he paid trib- 
ute to hex warmth in his con- 
cert favourite “Grandma's 
Feather Bed”. 

At first he thought of being 


an architect, but he got drawn 
into the local folk scene in Los 
Angeles. Randy Sparks, of the 
New Christy Minstrels, sug- 
gested a change in name and “I 
chose Denver because my heart 
longed to live in the mountains”. 
Denver nearly joined the Byrds 
but instead became pait.of the 
popular Chad Mitchell Trio, 
and in 1967, they recorded his 
composition, “Leavin’ on a Jet 
Plane”. Denver wrote it in 
Washington “not so much from 
feeling .that way for someone, 
but from the longing of having 
someone to love”. He soon did 
have someone to love, as he met 
Ann Marie 11 and followed her 
on a skiing trip to Aspen. They 
were married later that year. 

On the departure of Chad 
Mitchell, the Chad Mitchell 
Trio floundered and, through a 
series of misfortunes, Denver 
found himself with debts of 
$40,000. This put a strain on the 
marriage, which he articulated 
in “Goodbye Again”. Fortu- 
nately for Him, Peter, Paul and 
Mary recorded “Leavin’ on a 
Jet Plane" and the song became 
an international hit. His first 
sola album. Rhymes and Rea- 
sons, was released in 1969. 

Even though be was un- 
known, John Denver was giv- 
en a six-week television series 
on BBC2 in the early Seventies. 
The public warmed to his mil- 
lion-watt smile, his cowboy 
shirts, his granny glasses, his 
Dutch haircut, his valiant at- 
tempts at juggling and his 
catchphrase, “Far out". Sure he 
was a hippie, but he was one the 
whole family could enjoy. 

In 1971 Denver had just 
completed, or so he thought, his 


album Poems . Prayers and 
Promises. He was giving a con- 
cert with Bill and Taffy Danoft 
who played him a song they 
were writing, “Take Me Home, 
Country Roads”. Denver fin- 
ished it and asked RCA to add 
it: to the album. The song 
reached No "2 in.. the United 
States, although it was a cover . 
version by Oliyfo NewfopJohn .. 
that .made the Tbp 10 in Britain., 

By then living in Aspen, he" 
wrote the idyllic “Starwood in 
Aspen”, “Aspengjcw” and his 
anthem, “Rocky,; Mountain 
High”. It was a joybus soag - 
about how he had been born 
again in the summer of his 27th 
year. Denver's melodic, light 
voice was well suited to his 
songs which reflected his love of 
the mountains and his kwe of bis 
wife. It was a contrast to the cyn- 
icism of urban songwriters like 
Paul Simon, Bob Dylan and 
John Lennon. Denver's songs 
were seen as naive, which was 
partly true - even when he felt 
depressed, his feelings emerged 
in another positive song, “Sun- 
shine on my Shoulders”. 

Although Denver’s albums 
sold in the UK, his singles 
foiled to have the same success 
as in the United States, but this 
changed in 1974, when he re- 
leased “Annie’s Song”. It 
topped the UK charts and then , 
became an instrumental success 
for the classical flautist James 
Galway. 

The Rocky Mountain hype 
went into operation when Den- 
ver split with his wife in 197S. 
They patched up their mar- 
riage, but eventually divorced 
in 1983. An album and a single, 
both called Seasons of the Heart 


(1982), captured the strain of 
the relationship. Denver then 
manned Cassandra. Delaney, 

'who bad sung backing vocals on 

his albums. Much to bis sur- 
prise, as be considered himself 
sterile, they had a daughter, 
Jesse Belle. 

Denver befriended the 
French underwater explorer 
Ja cq ues Cousteau, and in 1975 
he wrote a modern sea shanty 
about Cousteau's boat, "Ca- 
lypso". He also worked with 
Frank Sinatra on television 
and in concert, and Sinatra 
'commented, “It reminds me of 
what happened to me. Once 
America has picked out_ 
a hero.” 

The relationship with Sina- 
tra encapsulates what went 
wrong with Denver’s career. He 
wrote many standards, but time 
and again, his songs were cov- 
ered ty middle-of-the-road en- 
tertainers rather than rock 
artists, so he lost his credibili- 
ty. In Willy Russell’s play One 
For The Road, the main char- 
acter throws his wife’s record 
collection out of the window 
with the cry, “I hate John 
Goldilocks Denver”. 

Whether this would have 
amused John Denver is open to 
question. He took himself se- 
riously and he was not amused 
when Monty Python recorded 
“farewell to John Denver" in 
1981. in which Eric Idle as 
Denver was strangled by a boa 
constrictor. The offending track 
had to be removed from the 
python album. He did, howev- 
er, show his own aptitude for 
comedy in the film Oh God! 
(1977). in which George Burns , 
as God chooses the sunshine 


boy to deliver his message to 
the world. 

Denver formed his own 
record label,' Wmdspng* in 
1976, but fcy then tbema^c was 
beginning to facte. A dnet of 
“Perhaps Love” with ‘Placido 
Domingo made the UJCTbp-50 
in 1981 , while Denyer and ; Em- 
mytou Harris had ah American 
success with “"WflcJ.Sfontana 
Skies." in 1983. He wipte Trisau- 
tbbiqgrapby Take hfePfome.jf 
1994 and a two-CD set. Til' 
Rocky Mountain Collection, was 
issued in the UK last year- 

Business economics being 
what they are, Denver switched 
to solo concerts without a 


celled with narrations like “The 
Ambulance Down In the Val- 
ley”. Inking a female anger to 
■dng Olivia Newton- John's part 
in “Fly Away”, he would ask the 
audience io join him. Flaying at 
the Liverpool Empire-in 1986, 
he spontaneously broke into a 
T 5- minute metfley of Beatles 
songs. “That wasn’t very pro- 
fessional,” he admitted, “but it 
sure was fun.” • 

Denver founded a a envi- 
ronmental group, TYIndstar, 
and visited Russia and China to 


planet He loved space i 
ration and applied, unsuccess- 
fully, to be an astronaut He 
■cing about the I986 space shut- 
tle disaster in “Flying Fbr Me”. 

John Denver will be re- 
membered as a 'singer- 
songwriter who told us that life 
was perfect. And maybe that’s 
no bad thing. As he said him- 
self, “I’m a kind of Everyman. 
2 epitomise America.” 

-Spencer Leigh 


George Malcolm 



A star player on the ‘jangle box*: Malcolm in 1971 Photograph: Hulton Getty 


George John Malcolm, 
harpsichordist, pianist, 
organist, conductor, 
choirmaster, composer: bom 
London 28 February- 1917; 
Master of the Cathedral 
Music, Westminster 
Cathedral 1947-59; CBE 1965; 
Papal Knight of the Order of 
St Gregory 197th died London 
10 October 1997. 

^Vas George Malcolm a harp- 
sichordist. pianist, organist, 
conductor, choirmaster or com- 
poser? He was all those and a 
very good roan, a loyal friend 
too, even if he was reserved and 
something of a loner. 

As a pianist he was virtu os- 
tic but his performances some- 
how lacked depth; as a 
harpsichordist this did not show 
and he was a star performer on 
the instrument, although he 
never concealed his prefer- 
ence for the piano, seizing the 
opportunity of playing it when- 
ever possible, as for example in 
a duo he enjoyed for some years 
with the violinist Manoug 
Parikian. On the jangle box - 
as he often called his harpsi- 
chord - he played for many 
years with Yehudi Menuhin. 

Malcolm enjoyed great suc- 
cess for many decades, but 


principally in the Fifties and Six- 
ties. This was an age when au- 
thenticity had scarcely been 
beard of. The Instrument- 
maker lom Goffs harpsichords 
were the order of the day, rich- 
sounding, although they re- 
quired constant attention. 

In many ways Malcolm was 
a conservative but he coaxed 
sound out of the harpsichord 
that seemed to emulate the re- 
sources of the modern grand pi- 
ano and concert organ. For 
example, he used the registers 
and pedals in a way that even- 
tually was regarded as unac- 
ceptable; be could even achieve 
the impossible by making a 
crescendo (which shocked es- 
pecially some German record- 
ing producers). 

Concurrently with his career 
as an instrumentalist George 
Malcolm was Master of Music 
at Vfesttninster Cathedral for 12 
years from 1947, during which 
time he made perhaps his most 
lasting contribution to the mu- 
sic of our time; he made the 
boys put aside the typical An- 
glican ethereal sound (that of- 
ten becomes a hoot) for a 
more natural sound - “the 
sound boys make in play- 
ground” was how Malcolm 
sometimes put it 


B enjamin Britten heard die 
Westminster boys and com- 
posed a little masterpiece for 
them, his Missa Bmvis. First per- 
formed on 22 July 1959, it 
turned out to be a leaving pre- 
sent for Malcolm. who resigned 
that year, tired of struggling 
with administration and ad- 
ministrators. Although he was 
himself a good organiser, and 
a tireless worker, Malcolm al- 
ways spoke his mind to the 
point of being prickly. He was 
a brilliant organist As a choir- 
master he was strict even testy 
at times, but there was a mu- 
tual affection with the choir, 
particularly with the boys, 
whom he loved. 

Malcolm’s ancestry was 
Scottish but he was born in 
London. His father having 
died when George was a boy, 
he lived with his genial bat- 
tleaxe of a mother for the rest 
of her long life. At seven he 
became the first child to be 
admitted to the Royal College 
of Music in London and played 
the violin at his interview with 
Sir Hugh Allen. 

At Balliol College, Oxford, 
Malcolm become famous as a 
roof climber, indeed notorious 
when he nicked a Christopher 
Wren-designed bauble from 


the roof of a rival college. Came 
the Second World War and be 
directed a RAF band, con- 
ducting a lot of light music and 
becoming a heavy drinker, in 
the 1940s, he fell from a second 

floor window, surviving with dif- 
ficulty and facial surgery. 

George Malcolm was a de- 
vout Catholic, and he never 
practised the homosexuality I 
am certain was part of his na- 
ture. The drink was a way of es- 
caping, perhaps; however, just 
when it seemed to be ruining 
his career, Malcolm grit bis 
teeth and gave it up. He was 
nothing if not courageous. But 
he still continued to roll bis own 
cigarettes, dropping them in the 
saucers of the unending cups of 
coffee. His taste in food was 
schoolboyish - the meal he 
enjoyed the most was smoked 
salmon, followed by meringues 
and cream. 

I first encountered George 
Malcolm when he played con- 
tinue for some concerts in the 
BBCs Maida Vhle studios, with 
the Boyd-Neel orchestra con- 
ducted by Georges Enesco. Like 
others of his generation Enesco 
barely tolerated the harpsichord 
and shushed Malcolm whenev- 
er he could hear him. Except 
when Malcolm played the solo 


quite magnificently in the Bran- 
denberg Concerto No 5 by 
Bach: there was this deadpan 
musician giving the most virtu- 
ostic yet somehow penetrating 
performance - there was no one 
to touch him at that time. 

Even if George Malcolm’s 
style of playing eventually went 
out of fashion, there must be 
thousands who cherish the 
memory of his playing that il- 
lumined the great masters, es- 
pecially Scarlatti, Bach and 
Handel, even if one suspected 
that what he really enjoyed 
more was playing Mendelssohn 
on the piano. His recitals with 
Julian Bream on lute and gui- 
tar were a source of great joy to 
performers and audiences alike. 

He did quite a bit of con- 
ducting, mainly with the now- 
defunct Philomusica of 
London, where he was artistic 
director 1962-66, and the 
BBC’s Scottish Orchestra. He 
often directed the Cantata Aca- 
demka for Britten, in the pit for 
the operas and on Decca 
recordings. He never became a 
big-time director partly be- 
cause his body language 
seemed too angular, all el- 
bows, not pleasing Lo watch. 

Malcolm composed too: 
some pleasing church numbers 


and a floe set of variations on a 
theme of Mozart (he came from 
a generation, who, like 
Beecham, pronounced the name 
“Modesart”) for four harpsi- 
chords composed for himself 
and others to play at one of Tom 
Goff’s unofficially termed “jam- 
borees" at the Festival Hall. 

Malcolm bad no original 


gifts at composing but was an 
attractive pastiduw, at his best 
in a three-minute number that 
should have been called “Bach 
Goes to Sea" but became 
“Bach Before the Mast”. 

The day before be was due 
lo record on the harpsichord 
Alec Templeton’s “Bach Goes 
To Town”, the producer rang up 


and asked what they could put 
on the other side of the record. 
“Oh, I'll bring something.” he 
said and sat up a U night writ- 
ing a brilliant fugue in the style 
of Bach with a subject based re* 
the sailor's hornpipe. Briiiianrf 
and typical of a great all-round 
musician. 

-John /bnis 
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DEATHS 

McFEELY: Denis Francis, aged 77 
years, dkd at home in Oawtbornc. on 
S OcLober 1997, after a long illness, 
patiently borne. He wiU be sorely 
missed by bis wife. Maura, children 
Tbm. Stobium, Colette nud Rose, and 
grandchildren Jamie. Siobhan. 
W il li am . Raisin and the late Tom. The 

Requiem Mass wiD be held on Ttaus- 
day 16 October 1997, at Holv Rood 
Church, Barnsley, at 10am, 'Family 
hewers only, donations in ticu to Si 
Peter's Hospice, 104 Church Si, 
Barnsley. 

MALCOLM; George John, CBE KSG, 
died peacefully at borne, on 10 Oc- 
tober, after a short illness. Dearly 
loved and admired by his many 
friends and fellow musicians. He 
wiD be sadly missed. Requiem Mass 
at Sacred Heart Church. Edge Hill, 
Wimbledon, on Tliesday 21 October, 
at 2pm. followed by private crema- 
tion. Memorial, Requiem Mass, at 
Westminster Cathedral, date to be an- 
nounced. Enquiries to Ashton Fu- 
neral Services, 01S1-946 1051. 

IN MEMORJAM 

SMITH: Evelyn and Gladys, died May/ 
August On 7. to gratitude to my 
dear asters for all the encouragement 
and support they gave me daring my 
- QU studies. I win never fa reel you. 
Gad bless you both. Love Dawj 
David Smith BA (Hons). 

Announcements far Gaastte BIRTHS, 
HARWAGES 4 DEATHS should be 
smt in writing tb the Gazene Editor, 
Ttw Independent; I Canada Square, 
Cantr* Whwi London EM SDL, tele- 
phoned to «7l-2« 20il (24-hour an- 
Spring machine 0ffl-2H 2012) or 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Dr R. H. Clayton 
and Miss C. X Thorpe 
Hie engagement is announced be- 
tween Richard, son of Mr and Mrs 
Harold Clayton, of Hathersage, 
Derbyshire, and Catherine, younger 
daughter of Mr and Mrs John 
Thorpe, of Poole, Dorset. 

Birthdays 

Lord Barnett, former MP. 74; Mr 
Reginald Bottim, former trade union 
leader, 81; Mr John Boyd, former 
HM Chief Inspector of Constabulary 
for Scotland, 64; Mr Roland Butch- 
er, cricketer, 44; Mr Sieve Cram, ath- 
lete, 37; Mr Vivian Davies, Keeper 
of Egyptian Antiquities, British Mu- 
seum, 50; Mr John de Courcy Ling, 
, former MEP and diplomat, 64; Mr 
j Thomas Dolby, m usician , 39; Mrs 
j Elizabeth Esteve-CoJ), Vice- 
| Chancellor, University of East An- 
" glia, 59; Sir Leslie Fletcher, former 
chairman. The Rank Organisation, 
75; Sir Christopher French, High 
Cairn judge, 72; Professor John 
Griffith, barrister and professor of 
Public Law, 79 1 , Air Chief Marshal 
Sir David Harcourt-Smith, 66; Mr 
David Hinchliffe MP, 49; Mr James 
Hodgson, former vice-chairman, 


a Ihw (VAT extra). 


British Telecom, 72; Professor Vic- 
tor Hofibrand, taaematoJogist, 62; Mr 
Joe Hyman, former company chair- 
man, 76; Mr WHiam Jarvis, racehorse 
trainer, 37; Sir Richard Luce, Gov- 
ernor of Gibraltar. fit; Ms Christine 
McCafferty ME 52; Mr Rogpr Moore, 
actor, 70; Sir Derek Oulum QG for- 
mer permanent secretary, Lord Chan- 
cellor's Office, 7th Franco Ese Pascal 
actress, 4 & Mr Thomas Prentice, life 
president, Harrisons and Ctosfield, 78; 
Sr Oiff Richard, singer, 57; Mr John 
Roques, senior partner and chief ex- 
ecutive. Touche Ross & Co, 59; Mr 
Roger 'Rjyior, tennis player, 56; Mr 
Christopher Timothy, actor, 57; Miss 
Carole Tongue, MEP, 42; Mr Kier- 
an Turney, playwright 75; Mr Alan 
Williams MP, 67; Mr Derek Wood 
CXX Principal, St Hugh’s College, Ox- 
ford. 60. 

Lectures 

Tate Gallery: Philip Ho are and 
Michael Bracewell, “Divinely Deca- 
dent”, 630pm (tickets required). 
King's College London, London 

WC2: Sarah Spencer, “Structure 
and Powers of a UK Human Rights 
Commission'’, lpm. 

ROSA Architecture Centre, London 
WI: Colin St John Wilson, "A Why 
of Teaching, a Way of BoD ding", 
630pm. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
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W|. Mace Edvard attends a performance of 
utvflr riven ibe Rural Winnipeg BoBct at the 
ftaoo^'tiieairc.LaBfeaiWQ.TbeptiaeeMRtf- 
■L m befaaU at (tie Oaeea, Inlds so inveetilUK 
“ ***»; •» President, nidi* r« 

Uk DeuMed AnodsUan. oms a item Indoor 
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fonfcWte: as PicsdcnL Save ibo Chadm Had, 
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rod, as ftoiiew flftbc GaXKiL Ksaj Edwtjnl VD 
Hospital for Officm, attends a Coondl Meeting 
» i!k Hospital, London WL 

Changfng of the Guard 

Tie Household Cavaln Mounted Hmnnu 
onanti Uw Qneecft Life Ousnl at Bone Goad*, 
tlam; The Oueen'tCekrar Squadron mount* the 
Quern's Gnttri. at w Mate, IfJDam, 

tend provided hy the QrnhBer GuanK 
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US conviction made estate agent unfit to practice 


The Director General of Fair 
Trading was entitled to make 
an order of unfitness to 
practice as an estate agent in 
respect of a person who, 
before the commencement 
of the Estate Agents Act 
1979, had been convicted in 
the United States of an 
offence of burning real 
estate other than a dwelling 
house, contrary to the 
Michigan Criminal Law Act. 
AntoneJh v Secretary of State for 
Trade and Industry; Court of Appeal 
(Lord Justice Beldam. Lord Justice 
Kennedy and Lord Justice AJdous) 

31 July 1997 


The Court of Appeal dBmissed 
the appeal of Samuel Antonelli 
against the decision of Mr Jus- 
tice Buxton, dismissing his ap- 
peal against the decision of the 
Secretary of Stare for Trade and 
Industry, who had dismissed his 
appeal against the determina- 
tion of the Director General of 
Fair Trading under section 3 of 
the Estate Agents Act 1979 that 
he was considered unfit to 
practice as an estate agent. 

The appellant, who had 


been conducting estate agent's 
business in this country, had, in 
1973, been convicted in the 
United States of an offence of 
“burning real estate other than 
a dwelling house”, an offence 
contrary to the Michigan Crim- 
inal Law Act. 

Michael Beloff QC and Renie J 
Colder (Htrikwdt Barnard) for die ap- 
peQant; Duncan OusekyQCandRa- 
binder Singh (Treasury Solicitor) for 
the Secretary of State. 

Lord Justice Beldam said that 
section 3(l)(a)(i) of the Estate 
Agents Act 1979 provided that 
the Director General of Fair 
Trading might make an order 
prohibiting a person from car- 
tying on work as an estate agent 
if he considered that person to 
be unfit on the ground that he 
had been convicted of an of- 
fence involving fraud or other 
dishonesty or violence. 

The appellant appealed, 
inter alia, on the grounds that 
the judge was wrong to hold 
that the 1979 Act had retro- 
spective effect enabling the 
Director General of Fair Trad- 
ing to take into account a con- 


viction occurring before the 
commencement of the Act; 
that he was wrong to hold that 
the reference to a conviction in 
section 3( 1 )(a)(i) of the Act in- 
cluded a conviction before a 
foreign tribunal; that even if the 
reference to offences included 
foreign offences, the judge 
should nevertheless have held 
that such offences must also be 
offences known to English law, 
and that be was wrong to hold 
that the offence of burnin g a 
property which was not a 
dwelling house was an offence 
of violence. 

The provisions in the 1979 
Art giving the Director Gener- 
al power to disqualify were in- 
tended for the protection of the 
public. It would be quixotic to 
suppose that Parliament in- 
tended that the public <iould be 
protected from the activities of 
a practitioner convicted a week 
after the Act came into force bu* 
not from those of the practi- 
toner convicted a week before. 

The conviction of an offence 
of one of the types specified 
was only a precondition upon 
which the Director's powers 


were exercisable. It seemed, 
thus, that Parliament had clear- 
ly intended to give the Direc- 
tor power to make an order of 
disqualification in respect of 
past convictions whilst trusting 
in his discretion whether he did 
so or not. Moreover, under the 
supplementary provisions in 
section 5(4), an order under 
section 3 ceased to have effect 
on the day on which the con- 
viction relied on became spent 
for the purposes of the Reha- 
bilitation of Offenders Act 
1974. Taking account of those 
factors, the judge was right to 
hold that the word “conviction” 
included a conviction before 
the passing of the Act. 

With regard to second 
ground, it would seem anom- 
alous if Parliament bad not in- 
tended convictions for fraud, 
dishonesty or violence outside 
the United Kingdom as quali- 
T mg to enable the Director to 
make an order that the person 
so convicted was unfit to cany 
onvstate agency work generally. 

It was said in support of the 
•hird rround that the appellant 

■ M not have been found 


guilty by a United King* 
court on a charge framed! as 
charges were in the Un 
States. That was un doubt 
true, but the description ol 
offences sugested that l 
must be of a particular-kind 
not necessarily specific to 
law of the United Kingd 
The question was not whe 
the convictions were forspe 
offences but whether they v 
for offences which invol 

particular attributes. — 

The question raised- by 
fourth ground was whethe 
offence involving violences 
in section 3(l)(aXi)ipdudec 
application of force to ptO] 
ty.sucb as a building. The i 

inition of “violence" in' 
Oxford English Dictionary ^ 
to the judge was: “the exer 
of physical force so as to is 
injury on or to cause rianrag 
P«sonsor properly”. Thae 
no doubt that Parliamen t 
tended that convictions fo' 
offence involving violence 
wards property shouldbe w 
insertion 3(l)(aXj). Thespj 

would be dismissed.. 

~ fate OTionloni'Bani 


T, . 






• % 
J 


f*. 

—M 


\ 






23/BUSINESS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
TUESDAY 
14 OCTOBER 1997 


BUSINESS & CITY EDITOR. JEREMY WARNER 
NEWS DESK: 0171-293 2636 PAX; 0171-293 2098 E-MAIL: Indy Business/^ 1ndepfndent.co.uk 

FINANCIAL JOURNAL OF THE YEAR 



Merger mania: Four deals worth £67bn set Footsie soaring 




“If 

worth a total of £ 67 hn ti..™ 

“"Planted 

saw the FTSE 


points. 

.^e^njerget between drinks 

“d GrandMet cleared 
^ craoal linrdle after Bernard Amault 
#the flamboyant head or the the French 


Inxmy products group LVMH, dropped 
Us opposition to the deaL 

Meanwhile the Anglo-Dutch publishing 

group Reed Elsevier whose titles indade 
Women !r Own and TV Times, announced a 
£19.4bn merger with Dutch rival Writers 
Kluweii and the roofing tiles group 

Rpdlnnyf finw) . 


hostile £L7bn bid from French building 
products group ijfmy. 

To cap a remarkable da^ shares in the 


tobacco and insurance group BAT surged 
10 per cent as dealers greeted the £22bn 

merger of hs financial services businesses 
with the Swiss conglomerate Zurich. 

The deal between Mr Arnanlt and 
Gninness-GrandMet comes just days 
before the European Competition 
Commission Karel Van Miert is 
expected to ware the merger; through ■ 
provided the combined group disposes 
of some spirits brands. Responsibility 


for vetting the other three deals will also 
Call to Mr Van Miert because of their 
sheer size. The EC automatically 
investigates where the combined assets 
of the parties exceeds Sbn ECU (£3.5bn). 

Mr Arnault, who has lobbied bard 
against the Guinness-Grand Met merger 
from the day one has readied agreement 
with the two groups whereby he will 
receive a £250m payment and emerge as 
the biggest shareholder in the combined 


business with an 11 per cent state. 

The merger will create the largest 

drinks company in the world anB bru^ 

together a bewildering array of brands, 
incorporating anything from ; JbfeHHie 
Walker whisky to Gordons gin. 

The merger between Reed-Eb*« er 
and Wolters KInwer will create the 
world’s largest scientific publishing and 
information group. Shares of Reed, 
Elsevier and Walters KInwer rose 


sharply on news of the deal as analysts 
said it would give the combined group a 
more powerful position in the market for 
legal books and electronic information, 
Tbe bid by Lafarge for Redland came 
just days after the straggling building 
materials group admitted it was a 
takeover target and would create the 
world's biggest aggregates and roofing 
tiles company. 

Market report page 26 


Arnault drops opposition to 

Guinness/GrandMet deal 


iR'-as 






The main threat to the 
..-£24bn merger between 
> Guinness and Grand 
Metropolitan was 
removed yesterday when 
, the two UK drinks 
• companies reached an 
agreement with Bernard 
‘ Arnault, the head of 
French luxury goods 
S&poup LVMH who, until 
%ow, has been hell bent 
on scuppering the deal. 

Andrew Yates reports on 
. how the record breaking 
drinks merger is now 
virtually certain to go 
' ahead. 

Mr Arnault has called a truce in 
his fierce battle to overturn the 
merger between Guinness and 
GrandMet After months of se- 
cret and heated negotiations 
which involved regular meetings 
% between Mr Arnault and senior 
' executives at Guinness and 
gOprandMet, the two sides even- 
S^ually thrashed out an agreement 
: at 7pm on Saturday evening. 

Guinness has agreed to pay 
Mr Arnault's LVMH group a 
lump sum of £250m cash. The 
Frenchman will also receive 
another £2S0m by way of a spe- 
cial dividend when the merger 
■■ -'takes place early next year. 


Mr Arnault will also take up 
a seat on the board of the com- 
bined drinks company, to be 
called GMG Brands, as a non- 
executive director. 

In return, GMG Brands will 
be allowed to distribute 
LVMH’s spirits brands such as 
Moet & Chandon Champagne 
and Hennessy cognac around 
tbe world. 

GMG Brands believes the 
deal will save it £20ra a year on 
top of the £175m cost savings the 
merger is already expected to 
bring. Mr Arnault also expects 
to neap savings of £20m, a third 
of which will find its way back 
to Guinness which owns a 34 per 
cent stake in Moet-Hennessy. 
the spirits business of LVMH. 
GMG Brands also believes the 
agreement will lead to a sub- 
stantial rise in spirits revenues. 

The agreement is also likely 
to have saved each group mil- 
lions of pounds in legal and ad- 
visers’ fees. Mr Arnault has 
called a halt to what promised 
to be a lengthy legal action 
against GMG Brands that could 
have cost the merged drinks 
group more than £lbn in com- 
pensation. 

Mr Arnault has dropped his 
demands for a 35 per cent 
stake in a separately quoted 
drinks company and the de- 
merger of GMG's non-spirits 
businesses such as Barger King 
and Gimmes’ brewing rfiristore- 


The dispute between GMG 
Brands and Mr Arnault started 
when the merger was announ- 
ced in May and developed into 
a very bitter and public row 

Mr Arnault has spent more 
than £lbo buying up GrandMet 
shares to obtain a stronger po- 
sition at the negotiating table in 
his determined attempt to scup- 
per tbe original deal He has 
also lobbied a host of institu- 
tional shareholders in Guinness 
and GrandMet on both sides of 
the Allan Lie to gamer support 
for his alternative merger plans. 

LVMH is currently the 
largest shareholder in both the 
UK drinks group's with a 11.1 
per cent stake in GrandMet and 
a 11.4 per cent holding in Guin- 
ness. This would entitle Mr 
Arnault to a stake of just over 
11 per cent stake in GMG. 

John McGrath, chief execu- 
tive of GrandMet, said yester- 
day: “There were a lot of public 
histrionics which were not very 
dignified. Over the last few 
months we have had a whole se- 
ries of private meetings to sort 
ont^m agreement. This is not a 
pay-off. It is an evolutionary 
deal ... that enhances share- 
holder value.” 

Tbny Greener, chairman of 
Guinness, added: “This comes 
as a great relief It gives us more 
flexibility and we can introduce 
new brands around the world.” 
— ..The agreemem removes tbe 
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The listening commissioner: Karel Vhn Miert should wave through the Guinness deaL He will abo vet the other three mergers Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


majn obstacle remaining for tbe 
merger, which will create a 
huge force in the world-wide 
drinks business, bringing to- 
gether a vast collection of fa- 
mous brands including Smirnoff 


Vodka, Gordon's Gin and 
Johnnie Walker whisky. 

However, the deal still has to 
be cleared by the European 
Commission and the Federal 
Hade Co mmiss ion in the US. 


Both are likely to demand GMG 
gives up some of its Scotch 
whidty brands. If the merger gels 
tbe green light it should be 
completed by January. 

Philip Hawkins, a drinks an- 


alysts Merrill Lynch, said: “This 
is a pragmatic agreement. 
LVMH, which has had its own 
trading difficulties in tbe Far 
East, realises it was better off 
with the two strongest rivals. And 


the deal looks cheap for GMG 
Brands at twice the price.” 

GrandMet’s share price 
jumped 21p to 604p and Guin- 
ness’ shares rose 28-5p to 605 .5p 
Outlook, page 25 
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Redland may split 
up in response to 
£l .7bn French bid 


Reed Elsevier combines with Dutch 
rival to form £!9bn publisher 
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RedlancPs answer to a 
£1.7bn hostile bid from 
French building 
materials group Lafarge 
may be to break itself 
up. The cash bid would 
create the world** 
biggest aggregates and 
roof tiles business. But 
Rudolph Agnew, 

Red land’s chairman, 
insists there are better 
ways to please 
shareholders than saying 
“our to Lafarge. Someera 
Ahmad reports. 


Rudolph Agnew, Redland’s 
chairman hinted yesterday that 
tbe group may be considering a 
foil-scale breakup to defend it- 
self against Lafarge, tbe French 
buildings product group which 
yesterday launched a £l.7bn 
hostile bid for the company. 

Lafarge’s cash offer at 320p 
a share represents a hefty 45 per 
cent premium over Redland’s 
22 Dp low struck just a few 
weeks ago after the group post- 
ed disappointing half year re- 
sults and a 24 per cent premium 
to Redland’s closing price an 
Friday. Redland has proved a 
terrible investment over the 
last few years. 

A cambiiiation of a slowdown 
in Germany- half its business - 
the strong pound, bad weather 
and an ifi-judged acquisition of 
a French business for which it 
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price which stood at over 600p 
three years ago. 

Although Mr Agnew would 
not give details about whether the 
company planned to sell off or 
float either its aggregates efivisfon, 
30per cent of sales, orits bigger 
rooftiks business, he indicated 

that some kind of demerger was 
Kkdy: “That is dearly one of the 

considerations in our defence, 
hesakL "This is an esterase in get- 
ting foe true value of this com- 
pany in play. We have to do 


whatever we can to show the val- 
ue of our businesses.” 

Analysts said that such a de- 
merger, particularly of its UK 
and US aggregates divisions 
could release more value for 
shareholders than tbe Lafarge 
bid. Restrictions on quarrying 
sites means that demand for ex- 
isting aggregates businesses is 
explosive and even tiny com- 
panies can command astro- 
nomical prices. 

Last year, for example, La- 
farge and Redland were in- 
volved in an extraordinary 
bidding war ro buy Ennemix a 
tiny UK aggregates company. 
Lafarge finally won paying 
£8. 8m a full £2m more than 
Redland’s opening offer. “I ex- 
pect the telephone to be red hot 
with offers,” said Mr Agnew. 

A break up plan could in- 
volve a trade sale of Redland’s 
aggregates side with the com- 
pany retaining its roofing busi- 
ness-RBB. RBB is 43 5 per oent 
owned by German group Brass, 
which could leave Redland as 
a quoted vehicle for a partially 
owned company. 

Redlands share price dosed 
yesterday at 16.6p above La- 
farge’s offer price, indicating 
that the market expected a 
higher bid. However analysts 
questioned whether Lafarge 
shareholders would support 
Lafarge raising its offer signif- 
icantly, given limited opportu- 
nities for costs savings from the 
merger. Apart from the UK, 
there is little overlap between 
Lafarge and Reldand aggre- 
gates business. Lafaige has no 
US operations and no experi- 
ence of roofing tiles, 70 percent 
of Redland’s total sales. 

ArendUikkers, analystatSa- 
lamoa Brothers said; “There are 
no real synergies here. This is 
about Lafatge wanting to be big- 
ger, especially in the UK. But 
in this industry there is no cor- 
rebtiem between size and share- 
holder value. In fact it is the 
opposite. Bigger companies 
tend to do less well as they lose 
control of costs." 


Reed International, the 
UK publishing group 
which merged with 
Elsevier of Holland in 
1993, is conducting 
another mega-merger 
that will make it an even 
greater force in markets 
such as legal publishing 
and on-line information. 

Nigel Gape, City 
Correspondent, reports 
on a market where size 
is becoming increasingly 
Important. 


Reed-Elsevier is combining 
with Dutch rival Wolters 
Kluwer to form a group valued 
at £19.4bn. Reed’s chairman, 
Nigel Stapleton, said the new 
company, Elsevier Wolters 
Kluwer, would be the world’s 
largest professional and scien- 
tific publishing group. 

Though the deal will yield 
£50m of annual cost savings after 
the first three years, Mr Sta- 
pleton denied that cost-cutting 
was the rationale for the merg- 


er. "This is about new technol- 
ogy and the need for scale. 
This is not a merger driven by 
cost-reduction,” he said ' 

Mr Stapleton added that 
the combined group would con- 
tinue to invest in the develop- 
ment of electronic material 
such as on-line information 
and CD-Rom products. 

Analysts welcomed tbe deaL 
saying that in addition to the 
cost-savings, the product ranges 
of the two groups were com- 
plementary and it would elim- 
inate a major competitor from 
the market. 

Reed International’s shares 
soared 97p to 629p, making 
them the day’s best-performing 
blue-chip. 

Louise Bardon of Hender- 
son Crosthwaite said: “The 
businesses are complementary 
and it is a case of one plus one 
equals three. It eliminates a 
competitor in the law and tax 
sector and provides opportuni- 
ties for creating new business.” 

She added: “The market is 
c hang in g rapidly and becoming 
more concentrated on who can 
provide the content This will 
give them more clout” 


Anthony de Larrinaga of 
Panmure Gordon said: “This in- 
creases the pressure on the 
smaller scientific and legal pub- 
lishers. Those who don’t have 
the breadth and width of con- 
tent will struggle.” 

The deal will need to be 
cleared by the European and 
US competitioa authorities but 
Mr Stapleton said he hoped to 
get clearance in early 1998. 

The new company win have 
combined revenues of £5bn and 



NigeJ Stapleton: ‘Not 
driven by cost-reduction’ 


pro-forma profits of£I-2bo. It wO 
have a combined staff of 42£KX 
worldwide. It will retain head 
quarters in the UK and Holland 
The UK and Dutch businesse 
will both have identical board o 
10 executive directors. Comeliu 
Brakel of Wolters Khrwer will t> 
chief executive with Mr Staple 
ton and Herman Bruggink of El 
sevier as deputies. Mr Stapletoi 
admitted such a large bo an 
would be a little unwieldy but sai 
that was not necessarily a barrie 
to value creation. 

Under the terms of tb< 
merger Reed. Elsevier am 
Wolters shareholders will con 
trol 38.2 per cent. 34.2 per cen 
and 27.5 per cent of the cn 
larged company respectively. 

Analysts said the deal did nc 
necessarily make it more like! 
that Reed will sell its IPC cod 
sumer magazines division, whic 
includes titles such as Tl 'Time: 
Marie Claire and Loaded. Mr D 
Larrinaga said Reed would nee 
to raise flbn for the division t 
make it earnings-neutraL “Wh 
sell 1 ? Some are still market lead 
ers and the company doesn 
need tbe cash flow.” 

Comment, page Z 


BAT investors welcome demerger plan 


Investors in BAT 
yesterday reacted 
enthusiastically to the 
group’s confirmation 
that It planned a £22bn 
to £24bn merger of its 
financial services arm 
with Zurich Insurance. 
The confirmation also 
triggered a wave of - 
merger speculation in 
the insurance sector. Lea 
Paterson reports. 


Shares in BAT Industries, the gi- 
ant tobacco and financial services 
grtiup, leapt by more than 10 per 
cent yesterday to dose at 609p 
as the City absented the news 


that it planned to split itself in 
two and merge hs financial ser- 
vices business with Zurich In- 
surance, the Swiss financial 
services company. Shares in 
Zurich Insurance jumped by 5 
per cent to 633 Swiss francs. 

“The demerger is something 
people have been, looking for for 
some time,” said one analyst 
"BAT shareholders should be 
pretty happy.” 

BAT, which owns UK insur- 
ers Eagle Star and Allied Dun- 
bar, said its shareholders would 
own 45 per cent of the newly 
merged business via an inde- 
pendent UK holding company. 
Zurich shareholders, via a Swiss 
holding company, will hold 55 
percent 

Tbe deal was welcomed by 
analysts on two fronts. First 


they hope it will boost the val- 
ue of BATs tobacco arm, cur- 
rently thought to be .on about 
eight times earnings, a figure 
Simon Willis of Charterhouse 
TQney reckons to be “fairly 
lowly”. The demerger will lead 
to increased transparency at 
BAT which, according to Tiwor 
Moss at Flemings, should “high- 
light the undervaluation of the 
tobacco business". 

Second, the City reckons 
the deal wQl yield commercial 
synergies. Zurich will be able io 
retail its fund management 
products through Fanners, 
BATs insurance subsidiary in 
America, which has a 14,000- 
strong sales force. Reinsurance 
is another area of overlap. “Ea- 
gle Star Re and Zurich Re 
combine well,” said Mr Moss. 


Speculation also focused or 
whether US tobacco litigatior 
was behind BATs decision tc 
split its businesses. It has beer 
suggested that if BAT has to pay 
damages, profits from its fi- 
nancial services division coulc 
be at risk under the company’! 
current structure. Most analysts 
though, doubt this is a driving 
force behind the deal. BA 1 
channels its US tobacco busi- 
ness through subsidiary Brown 
& Williamson. 

Confirmation of BATs plans 
and news that Generali, the Ital- 
ian insurer, had bid for AGF, the 
French insurer, buoyed shares 
in the insurance sector. General 
Accident and Commercial 
Union were viewed in the City 
yesterday as the two most likely 
candidates to forge deals. 
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Harrisons in talks to sell Virgin Direct set to launch 

building merchants business banking subsidiary 


Harrisons & Crosfield, 
die beleaguered building 
and animal feed 
conglomerate in the 
throes of a restructuring 
programme, admitted 
yesterday it was in 
discussions to sell its 
building merchants 
business to the rival 
Meyer group. Andrew Yates 
finds the deal could raise 
much-needed funds for 
the ailing group. 


Meyer International, the tim- 
ber importer and builders mer- 
chants. is holding talks with 
Harrisons & Crosfield about 
buying its building merchants 
business for more than £300m. 
A deal would bring together the 
Jewson and Harcros chains 
and create the biggest building 
merchants business in the UK. 

Bill Turcan, chief executive 
of Harrisons A Qnosfield, said: 
“We are in talks with Meyer but 
I cannot say anything further at 
the moment Our strategic re- 
view is on target to be com- 
pleted by the end of October. 


Our new chairman and I are 
looking at a range of options 
and we win announce our de- 
cision very shortly.” 

Jonathan Fry, former head 
ofBurmah Castrol, joined Har- 
risons as chairman to oversee 
the restructuring of the group. 

However Mr Turcan refused 
to comment further on the 
outcome of the strategic review 
or whether the sale of Harcros 
could be the first of a string of 
disposals. It is also unclear 
whether Harrisons is holding 
exclusive talks with Meyer. 
Some observers believe rival 
builders merchants could also 
be interested in Harcros. 

Analysts .reckon the dispos- 
al proceeds could pave the way 
for a special dividend payout 
One analyst said: “Harrisons & 
Crosfield has been a poor per- 
former. It is about time they 
started to do something about 
it and give something back to 
shareholders." 

Under fire from institu- 
tional shareholders after a dire 
share price run, Harrisons has 
launched a strategic review of 
its business empire. Most ana- 
lysts believe the group will be 
broken up, achieved through 
trade sales or flotations of busi- 


nesses. Hie group is also ru- 
moured to be dose to selling 
BOCM Pauls, its animal feed 
business, for around £S5m to 
George Paui.'the group's for- 
mer chairman. 

A deal with Meyer would 
see Jewson’s 211 outlets mar- 
ried with Harcros’s 200 stores. 
Meyer would then control 
around one-fifth of the UK 
building materials market. 

Meyer said the deal would 
be earnings enhancing in the 
first full year, ft is thought to 
be looking to finance the deal 
via a rights issue. 

Harrisons recently an- 
nounced a slump in profits 
from £64m to £38.6m for the six 
months to June. However Har- 
cros improved operating prof- 
its to £9.7m from £5m. 

Separately Harrisons an- 
nounced it was selling Moore’s 
Lumber and Building Supplies, 
'its US builders merchant, for 
$63m (£39m) to MLBS, a ven- 
ture capital-backed takeover ve- 
hicle. The group has made a 
loss of $62m (£38m) on the 
deal. 

Harrisons has been hit by in- 
tense competition in the US 
and has been forced to with- 
draw from the market. 


Virgin Direct, the 
financial services arm of 
Richard Branson’s 
airlines to cola empire, is 
set to launch a banking 
subsidiary, offering a 
range of savings and loan 
products to consumers. 

As Nic Gaitti explains, 
Virgin’s entry into the 
market marks a new 
stage in savers* drift 
away from traditional 
high street banking 
institutions. 


The announcement of Virgin’s 
move into banking, expected 
later this week, is thought to 


involve links with Royal Bank 
of Scotland (RBS), which re-. 

ecu fly unveiled its own £600m 
takeover plans for Bir mingh a m 
Midshires Building Society. 

The deal is understood to be 
backed by AMP, the Australia 
insurance giant which is also a 
big investor in Virgin Direct and 
is said to be prepared to pump 
hundreds of millio ns more into 
the joint venture. 

virgin refused to comment 
yesterday on the deal, which 
comes barely two and a half 
years after Virgin's entry into the 
financial services market Ear- 
lier this year, Virgin announced 
that it bad more than £lbn in 
funds under management, hav- 
ing won hundreds of thousands 
of customers to its low-cost 
PEPs and personal pensions. 


In recent months, Virgin 
has also launched a range of 
critical illness and term assur- 
ance products. Analysts have 
long argued the next logical step 
for Virgin lay in more tradi- 
tional savings and mortgage ac- 
counts, where the company 
could compete effectively. 

Other trail blazers in recent 
years have included Direct 
Line, which now offers both sav- 
ings and mortgage products 
and basic life assurance as well 
as motor and home insurance, 
and Sains bury and Tesco. 

Many observers predict a big 

slice of the market will be cap- 
tured by these outsiders, who 
are able to offer competitive 
products by doing without ex- 
pensive branch-based distribu- 
tion networks. 
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PC WORLD BUSINESS DIRECT 

has arrived, providing your 

BUSINESS WITH:- 

• Unrivalled choice of over 9,500 
business products in the user-friendly 
Definitive Buyers Guide 

• Prices that ensure you get unbeatable 
value 

• Comprehensive range of support services 
including pre-sales advice.ori-srte 
installation, configuration and networking 


CALL NOW TO REQUEST YCpMALOGUf. 

0870 60 77760 




PLEASE QUOTE AAC 0402 


THE UNIQUE BUSINESS SERVICE 
THAT OFFERS TWO WAYS 
TO ORDER 

Call in to any of the 40 Business 
Centres in PC World Superstores 
nationwide, open 7 days a week 

Phone, fax or e-mail for delivery direct 
to your office 

CALL TODAY TO MAKE SURE OF 
YOUR COPY OF THE 
DEFINITIVE BUYERS GUIDE: 


l. 


2 . 


. ■ information PC Worid Business Dima customers must be VAT registered end have traded tar at least 1 2 months and operate 3 PCs nr more. 
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Premier Farnell: At a glance 
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, Full year ^ HaHyear— «. 
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surviving in its current form 
after this offer. The issue is 
whether Lafarge will win or 
just be a catalyst for a break- 
up of Redland. The market 
believes that at the very least, 
Lafarge will have to pay 
more. Redland’s shares 
dosed 79p up at 3362>p, 2 per 
cent above the offer price. 
Though Lafarge will prcfcabty 
pay more, this offer is already 
stretching, pushing its gearing 
to around 100 per cent. 

Redland’s defence will be 
to propose some kind of break 
up plan, perhaps selling off its 
UK and US aggregates busi- 
nesses piecemeal. That could 
well realise more value than 
Lafarge’s offer. Arend ■ 
Dikkers at Salomon Brothers 
reckons the UK aggregates 
business alone, a tenth of 
group earnings, could fetch a 
fifth of Redland’s total mar- 
ket value in a trade sale. That 
implies Redland is worth at 
least 350p a share. Share- 
holders should hang on. 


Premier fails 
to impress 


4 


Premier Farnell, the elec- 
tronics distributor, has hardly 
covered itself in glory since it 
paid £1 .9bn for Premier early 
last year. It issued a messOy 
bandied profits warning with- 
in a year, caused by a depres- 
sed US market and strong 
pound. The City has treated 
the company warily ever since. 

Premier Famell’s shares, 
which sank from 75 lp before 
the warning in January to just 
450p in April, have regained just 
a fraction of their lost ground. 

Sadly, there was little to 
cheer about in yesterday’s half- 
year results. The pre-tax figure 
of £73 2m was towards the bot- 
tom end of ej^ectatkms and the 
cautious tone of the statement 
had analysts scurrying to down- 
grade their full-year numbers. 
The result was a 245p M in the 
share price to 52tiJp. 

Though Howard Fonlson, 


South Beach^ 
rolls out 


London is on a high. The- 
economy is booming. City - 
bonuses are rising to ob- . 
scene levels again and it has 
been widely acclaimed as 
Europe’s trendies! city. : 
Bright new bars and restan- ; 
rants are popping up every- 
where. South Beach Cafe is 
the latest of a long line of ; 
companies hoping to cash in 
on the good times. 

Though still a tiddler, the 
group plans to roU out its . 
South Beach Cafes chain 
across the capital where . 
customers can choose from 
a host of vegetable and fruit, 
drinks as well as exotic cof- • 
fees while nibbling on a bagel ,■ 
and tapping into the Internet , 
It is also looking to bring yet : 
another pizza peddler to . 
British shores. Pizza World i. 
will offer upmarket pizzas at 
downmarket prices. The 
group plans to have a string 
of outlets here by the end o£. 
next year. 

Pre-tax losses escalated to .. 
£506,000 (£367,000) for 
six months to June. 

Thomas Burnham, one of a 
clutch of ex-Domino Pizza ex - 1 
ecutives who dreamt , up 
South Beach’s concept,,, 
points out that costs have ‘ 
risen sharply as the group 
spends heavily establishing its : * 
franchising business- His ar- 
gument goes that once fran- 
chisees come aboard 
earnings will rise sharply andy 
the group should break urto^ 
the black next year. 

The shares have been 

beached since joining; 
market from Ofex in.May^ 
Ming from 625p to3.75p. ^ 
either of the new eateries 
take off investors could K6 si- 
ting pretty. The problem is 
fierce competition.- SSty 1 !# 1 
property prices mean tnore-j 
restaurant venturesfafl than ■* 
succeed. The shares 
changed, yesterday,: ar®' a 
punt for the brave, but don’t 
risk your life savings. - ■ 
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Merger mania with an added European twist 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE SPATE OF 

Takeovers. Bernard 
ARNAULT AND NICHE 

PUBLISHERS 


^lever the ooUecrive tera i for a gr^ 
of Euro-takeovers (a concordat of foe 
oughters, perhaps), we certainly had a bel- 
»y full yesterday. What with Bernard Ar- 
nault settling for blood money and 
dropping hfc objections to the Guin- 
ness/Grand Met merger, BAT Indus- 
tries’ decision to sell (effectively) its huge 
“airance interests to Zurich, foe Lafarge 
bid for Rcdland, and foe Reed Elsevier 
merger with Welters Kluwer, wc seem to 
nave entered a new phase of merger ma- 
nia -and one with a European dnnrasion. 
what is more. 

It is ally, perhaps, to generalise too 
much on the bash of four very different 
takeovers, each with their own special set 
of motives, but there are obviously some 
themes here. The first is foe growing re- 
alisation among investment bankers that, 
with the uairower domestic market for con- 
solidating mergers all but closed off by a 
hostile Labour government, it is important 
to go for a deal with a genuine European 
dimension to it, one that escapes consid- 
eration by domestic competition author- 
ities and is instead examined by foe more 
user-friendly and predictable officials of 
foe European Commission in Brussels. 

In itself, this seems to be forcing 
British industry away from domestic 
mergers and into cross-border ones: Add 
in the growing pressures of foe single Eu- 
ropean market and the approach of mon- 
etary union, and it is obvious why 
companies are going this route. It may not 
be possible to buy market share in your 
own country any longer, but you can con- 


solidate within the single market without 
too much interference. 

Bar instance, it wfll undoubtedly be eas- 
ier for BAT Industries to get the merger 
of Eagle Star and Allied Dunbar with 
Zurich cleared by Brussels than it would 
have been to persuade Mrs BkxJut (Mar- 
garet Beckett) to allow a similar merger 
in Britain with Commercial Union (which 
was foe {dan at BAT Industries last year). 

The same goes for Grand Met and 
Guinness. The European Commission is 
about to dear this marriage with only mod- 
est conditions attached. Had it been Mrs 
Beckett's call, she would almost certainly 
have packed it off to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission, 

The second theme is an old one-pres- 
sure across all industries for consolidation 
and focus as markets become more in- 
ternational and global in nature. BATs 
announcement encapsulates both pres- 
sures, demerger to allow foe tobacco and 
insurance interests to roam free °nt| 
merger to give the insurance interests a 
powerful new voice in Europe and beyond. 
The scope for cost culling in foe tie up 
with Zurich might not be as great as with 

some of the alternatives, but there do seem 
to be genuine synergies between foe two 
and in so far as it is possible to judge these 
things on the limited amount of infor- 
mation available, BAT shareholders are 
ending up with the better half of the deal. 

Finally, there is foe way in which foe 
perceived scope for cost cutting, ratio- 
nalisation and consolidation in industry 
and commerce is driving up equity values, 


both here in Europe and in the US. Yes- 
terday's 718 point rise in the FTSE 100 
ind ex wa s almost entirely down to the three 
big FTSE stocks directly involved in the 
latest outbreak of merger mania and foe 
realisation that ocher big companies must 
now respond. We can expect a lot more 
of this sort of thing as the single curren- 
cy approaches. Whether this is enough in 
itself to sustain stock prices at present 
buoyant levels is a rather more difficult 
question to answer. 

Cost of getting 
Arnault on side 

We live in the real world so the sight of 
Grand Metropolitan and Guinness pay- 
ing Bernard Arnault £250m of what once 
upon a rime would have been called “green 
mail” may not seem that shocking. The 
realist would say that given Mr Arnault’s 
continuing ability to block the deal and 
generally make a nuisance of himself, 
£250ro is cheap at foe price. 

However, than is a more purist view that 
would paint Mr Arnault as just another 
shareholder in Guinness and Grand Mel, 
albeit a large one. In those circumstances 
he should not be entitled to any more than 
other shareholders are getting. It could be 
argued, as some in foe Gty were yesterday, 
that Mr Arnault is getting what the takeover 
code specifically forbids - favourable terms. 

Guinness has no doubt been properly 
advised on all this and it is true that ex- 


tcwfiogpresemdKtrSxi^ 

tween Guinness and Mr.AxnaBft to flic 

merged group will bring to edxaca^svb 

1 ^L^.Ifc.UarfiANt.HlldlOSnUI 


f27mayearyearbyGuKmew^^ nat,on - 
Tbere is some exsimeraal benefit 

Even so it a hard to see whs* «*so &&s 
been achieved other than bringing ag^ 11- 


eraily fractious snarenomcr w 
faennorc, foe £250m doesn’t succeedm 
getting rid of the Arnault problem for 
good. He continues as a t&tcfer of the 
merged group andhfepQwerfi d^e^ y - 
tion clauses in the joint drsftl&BriOB 
ar ra n g ements remain untouched: GMB 
Brands could easily find itself replaying 
this episode a few years down the fine. 

Deal makes Reied 
a powerful force 

Learoedu>messudias7b^i/na»ne2in: 

and the Manmdale-flubbeJl Law Directory 
may sound as dull as ditch water and to 
foe average man on the street they almost 
certainly are. But to experts who need to 
keep abreast of developments in these 
fields, they are vital. Publishers erf this kind 
of material in the printed, and increasingly 
on-line, form can make a lolling . 

Reed Elsevier is already a powerful 
player izt these markets. Its professional 
and scientific divisions, which include foe 

Tolley and Butterworfo imprints, have 
margins to die for and yesterday’s near- 
£20bn tie-up with Wolters Kluwer of 


Holland will make foe enlarged group an 
even more do minan t force. 

For once it seems true that here is a 
deal that is genuinely not about cost-cut- 
ting. Hie tongue- twistingJy named Else- 
vier Wolters Kluwer says foe merger will 
yield £50m of savings a year after year 
three - which is just over 1 per cent of the 
combined group's cost base. That’s not 
much. The enlarged group keeps head- 
quarters in both Britain and Holland and 
just about everyone keeps there jobs in this 
one - in foe boardroom at any rate. 

If no significant cost cuts, why do it? 
The intention is to build up dominant con- 
tent and then push it through a variety of 
formats such as print, CD-Roms and foe 
Leds-Nexis database. Judging by Reed’s 
share price yesterday - up 18 per cent - 
the Gty generally buys the idea of a pow- 
erful combination increasingly able to put 
the squeeze on smaller rivals. Analysts are 
also impressed by foe willingness of 
Wolters Kluwer to take cm Reed so soon 
after the recent drculation-ovetsiate- 
ment fiasco at Reed’s travel subsidiary. 

Business and professional info rmation 
is a market that is rapidly consolidating - 
witness the recent Maid deal with Knigbt- 
Ridder. Reed's surprise move has in- 
creased foe pressure on other players, so 
more deals seem inevitable. It may also 
force foe long-expected sale by Reed of 
its EPC consumer magazines division. 
However, with analysts saying Reed would 
need to raise £lbn from the sale just to 
achieve earnings neutrality, perhaps we 
should not be holding our breath. 
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3Uth BeS 
jiis out 


RJB leads coal delegation to Downing St 


Britain^; coal industry, 
led by the biggest 
producer RJB Mining, 
has told the 

Government it should be 
allowed to take over and 
operate coal-fired power 
■Stations that are under 
threat of closure. 

Michael Harrison reports 
on the latest attempts 
to provide a lifeline for 
the country's coalfields. 


The Government was warned 
yesterday that eight pits and up 
to 4,000 jobs could disappear 
unless it acted to support the 
coal industry. A delegation to 
Downing Street, led by RJFs 
chief executive Richard Bu dge, 
urged officials to impose a 
temporary ban on approvals for 
further gas-fired stations and 
provide financial support for a 
new generation of environ- 
mentally friendly dean coal 
power stations. 

However, the industry is 
also drawing up plans to save 
redundant coal-fired generat- 
ing capacity from being mofo-j 


balled and dismantled. Industry 
executives believe that before 
being allowed to dose coal-fired 
stations, the three big fossil fuel 
generators should be required 
to offer it to other parties. 

“If there is coal burning ca- 
pacity that is craning off the sys- 
tem that has useful life, then it 
makes sense to offer it to some- 
one else to operate. It would 
also help stimulate competi- 
tion,’’ said one executive. " 

Later, Mr Budge said the 90 
minute meeting with Geoff- 
Norris, who advises foe Prime 
Minister on energy, as “useful” 
ibm re&sedtobedrawn further. 


The plea for support coin- 
cided with news that another 
gas-fired station -is to be built. 
GEC Als thorn has won - a 
£I40m order to construct a 
380 megawatt combined cycle 
power plant near Manchester 
for foe US-owned group AES 
Partington. . 

In foe last week the go- 
ahead has been announced for 
2.700MW of gas-fired capacity. 
This will reduce demand for 
coal by nearly 5 million tonnes 
a year- equivalent to the out- 
put of three large collieries. .. 

A fortnight ago FbwcrGen 
announced the closure of a 


400MW unit at Fbrrybridlge C 
power station in Yorkshire, re- 
ducing the market for coal by 
a further 1 million tonnes a year. 

The delegation from the 
Confederation of UK Coal 
Producers told Downing Street 
that a fundamental review was 
now needed of foe UK electri- 
city generating market, arguing 
that it was increasingly biased 
against coal. While the review 
is being conducted, it wants a 
moratorium on any further 
consents for gas-fired stations. 

The incoming Labour gov- 
ernment angered foe coal in- 
dustry in August when it gave 


the go-ahead for a L200MW 
gas-fired station at BP Chem- 
icals' Salt End works near HulL 

Kevin Barron, the Labour 
MP for Rofoer \felley, attacked 
the decision yesterday. “It's 
sad about the recent permission 
to build a gas-fired power sta- 
tion - we said we weren't go- 
ing to do that," he told Radio 
4’s Today programme. 

“What we need to do in this 
country is to have an energy 
policy that is sustainable, that 
is diverse and is secure. Deep 
mine coal is an essential part of 
that, and I think everybody 
understands that.” 


City investors predict ^ c ° nfi l rrr \ 

" ■ north-south divide 

UK will join euro early grows even wider 




* new survey of fund 
managers revealed that three- 
quarters of them reckon 
Britain wfll join the single 
currency before 2002. This 
suggests the financial markets 
have already started making 
the adjustments necessary for 
UK membership, says 
Diane Coyle, Economics Editor. 


Only one in 10 of the UK-based in- 
vestors covered by Merrill Lynch’s reg- 

« lai survey said they believe Britain 
ill never join the European single cur- 
rency. Fully 76 per cent think foe UK 
will be in from 2001 or 2002 , before 
the end of the current Parliament. 

This surprising degree of consen- 
sus has emerged after a leak of the 
Government’s intention to take a 
more positive approach towards mem- 
bership of Europe’s economic and 
monetary union. This lopped several 
pfennigs off foe pound’s exchange rate 
against the German mark at the end 

of last month and took gat yields much 

closer to low German yields. 


rill Lynch, said: “Given that the vast 
majority of managers expect foe UK 

to join EMU much of the convergence 

AiA»iffc between UK gilts and German 
IKnds may already have occurred” 

- The pound climbed a little on the 
foreign exchanges yesterday because 
of disappointing figures on producer 
prices. Even so, it ended at DM2.84, 


stiS wefi below its level of DM287 two 
weeks -ago. 

The latest official figures for prices 
paid by manufacturers fra their raw 
materials, and charged at foe factory 
gate, were described as “disappoint- 
ing" by City analysts. • 

Input prices increased 05 per cent 
last month, and the year-on-year rate 
at which they are falling was 7.8 per cent 
compared with 83 per cent in August 
Output prices rose 0.2 pra cent in Sep- 
tember, to a IevdonfyL4 per cem high- 
er than a year earlier. Underlying 
prices, esdndingeaeagy, food, drink and 
tobacco, rose 0.1 per cent in foe month 
and 0.8 per cent year on year. 

This showed inflation at the start 
of the chain to be tame but not quite 
as subdued as cxpectecL In particular, 
food prices are stowing signs of an in- 
flationary pick-up. 

But w^manufacturii^ lugging be- 
hind foe rest of the economy, prices 
charged for services and wages present 
a greater cause for concern. “The un- 
employment and warnings data rina this 
week wfll be much more important for 
foe path of base rates,” said Adam 
Cole of James CapeL 

A survey of high street sales by foe 
British Retail Consortium showed a 
sharp dip in sales growth last month, 
The BRC said the funeral of Diana, 
princess of Whies had reduced sales 
by an estimated £230m, but it said 
spending had begun to slow even 
allowing for this. On a “lflee-for-Eke” 
basis, adjusted sales were up at an an- 
nual rate of 3.4 percent compared with 
3.9 per cent in August. 


The north-south divide, bugbear of the 
British business cycle, has reopened, 
according to two new reports. House 
prices in Greater London have risen 
two times faster than the national av- 
erage, according to foe latest region- 
al breakdown from Halifax. 5a the third 
quarter of this year they rose by 1.8 
per cent in the capital compared to a 
national average increase of 0.9 per 
cent and a decline of 0.7 per cent in 
Northern Ireland. 

House price booms normally rip- 
ple out slowly from London through 
the South-east and on to the rest of 
foe country and in July Halifax re- 
ported that this pattern had begun to 
emerge. 

• However, in its commentary yes- 
terday, it said: “The latest figures show 
little evidence that the so-called ‘rip- 
ple effect 1 is gaining momentum.” 

Asa result foe gap between north- 
ern and southern prices- gapes wide. 
The average semi in a pleasant Lon- 
don suburb such as Ealing costs 
£186^50, according to Halifax’s figures, 
while a similar property in Harrogate 
would cost only £70,450. The national 
average price of a semi is £65,898. 

A separate repast yesterday focused 
on foe uneven regional spread of the 
economic recovery. Business Strate- 
gies Ltd (BSL) said foe combination 
of booming consumer spending with 
limping growth in manufacturing 
meant that “the old north-south divide 
is opening up again". 

.Neil Blake, a director of foe con- 
sultancy, said London, the South- 
east and the South-west, along with 
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parte of the east Midlands, were pros- 
pering because of their greater expo- 
sore to consumer spending and private 
sector service businesses. 

The report predicts private services 
will grow by 6.4 per cent this year, com- 
pared to a meagre 1.7 per cent ex- 
pansion in manufacturing; 


BSL is predicting the boom will be 
shortlived, with growth slowing to 2 per 
cent next year firan a likely 3.4 per cent 
this year. However, the report puts av- 
erage economic growth at 2.7 per cent 
between 1993 and 2000, compared with 
22 per cent between 1982 and 1993. 

- Diane Coyle 


Waterstone to set proposals before WH Smith today 


WH Smith will finally 
meet Tim Wkterstone 

today to discuss his • 
audacious restructuring 
plans for the high street 
straggler. 

Butasl^gefCbpe. 

City Correspondent 
^reports, his revised set 
of proposals may still 
receive a frosty 
reception.' 


LR/u» * 

on the planned meeting yester- 
day but it is understood that 
Jeremy Hardie. WH Smith's 
chairman, and RicfaardHand- 
0 ver. its new chief exeoitwei will 
ffl eet Mr Wsteisfone today in 
au attempt to asses if his pro- 
posals haw any merit for share- 
holders. ■ TT 
Ian Martin,, the Utugate 
chairman who is being pro . 
posed fiy Mr Whterstone 'as 
deputy chairman of foe re- 


vised group, will also attend foe 
meeting. 

The decision to get together 
represents a major dimbdown 
for Smith’s, which rejected Mr. 
Watrastone's original proposals 
outrighLThe change of heart 
follows a week-long series of 
meetings between Mr Water- 
stone and key WH Smith’s 
institutional investors who are 
unhappy at both foe company's 
woeful share price performance 
and, some say, foe cavalier 


approach of foe Smith board 

Mr Waterstone will present 
a revised set of proposals to Mr 
Hardie and Mr Handover at the 
meeting. Instead of the original 
200 p per share payout, which 
would have been fimded by al- 
most £600m of new debt, Mr 
Whterstone wfll propose a dis- 
tribution of between 125p and 
150p. Shareholders will also re- 
ceive shares in anew company 
with around £400m of debt. 

The new proposals, under 


which Mr Waterstone would 
install himself as chief executive, 
also see a far lower valuation 
attached to Daisy & Tbm, Mr 
Wrterstone’s children’s opera- 
tion which has a single shop on 
London’s Kings Road. 

Instead of the £35m valua- 
tion in foe original proposals, 
foe deal will suggest a £9m val- 
uation, the same sum as invested 
byMr'ft&terstone and backers. 
Additional payments would be 
made on an earn-out basis. 


WH Smith is still reeling 
from earlier revelations that its 
non-executives had not been 
present when it was decided to 
reject Mr tt&terstone’s bid. 

Though reports suggested 
Mr Handover had said the 
board was unanimous it is un- 
derstood that Michael Orr was 
in Australia, Patrick Lupo was 
in Brussels and Marjorie 
Scardmo was giving briefings ou 
Pearson. Martin Taylor did not 
attend either. 


IN BRIEF 

Judge refers no-win no-fee 
issue to Court of Appeal 

Whether a group of smokers with lung cancer can sue foe 
UK tobacco industry hangs in the balance after a High Court 
hearing on Friday failed to decide whether their lawyer was 
liable to pay costs should he lose his case. Mr Justice Pop- 
pleweU has referred foe issue over who pays costs, regard- 
ed as make or break for no-win no-fee group actions in the 
UK, to the Court of Appeal. He also placed a gagg in g or- 
der on Martyn. Day of solicitors Leigh Day, which is bring- 
ing the case and on Imperial Ibbaoco and Gallaher, the UK 
tobacco companies being sued. Mr Day last week told The 
Independent that be would be forced to drop the case if there 
was a risk he would be liable for costs. Weekend press re- 
ports that the court has dismissed claims by 21 of the 47 cas- 
es are erroneous. Leigh Day has dropped four of the 47 lung 
cancer cases. Of foe remainder, 22 are suing both Imperial 
and Gallaher and 21 will sue just one of the companies. Leigh 
Day is considering another 35 lung cancer cases and expects 
to bring another 25 into foe proceedings. 

BAA passenger figures grow 

BAA has had its busiest September with more than 10 mil- 
lion passengers using airports, an increase of more than 7.4 
per cent on the same mouth last year. Flights to Eire and 
North America both grew by more than 10 per cent, with 
European charter flights and domestic flights up by 82 and 
7.6 per cent respectively. Southampton aiiport had the high- 
est growth with an increase in passengers of 16.1 per cent, 

Bovis Homes to be floated 

P&O announced plans to float 100 per cent of its Bovis 
Homes subsidiary by early December. Malcolm Harris, chief 
executive of Bovis, said the housing market was far from run- 
ning out of steam and the timetable was justified. P&O will 
float the shares in a placing. Details wfll be set out in a 
pathfinder prospectus to be published in November. Mr Har- 
ris said concerns that the UK housing market was running 
out of steam were misplaced. In 1 996 Bovis Homes com- 
pleted foe sale of 2,456 homes and made an operating prof- 
it of £29.4m. Analysts have forecast a flotation value of £250m 
to £300m for Bovis. 

First for Family Assurance 

Family Assurance has became foe first friendly society to 
launch a separate investment management company. It is 
handing over control of its £lJbn fund to Pavilion Asset Man- 
agement, a wholly owned subsidiary of Family which wfll be 
based in Brighton. Family will initially compete for business 
with charities and other friendly societies. Christopher Edge, 
chief executive, will then aim to expand funds under man- 
agement by at least £50m a year by bidding to manage pen- 
sion funds in the Sussex region. 

Kingfisher postpones talks 

Kingfisher has postponed discussions with Michel Vbnxurini 
managing director and major shareholder of But, on 
whether to buy out his family’s 30 per cent stake in the French 
company. In July, Kingfisher, which already holds a 26 per 
cent stake, announced it was discussing buying the stake for 
around R300 per share. However, Kingfisher said it still bad 
the option to buy a controlling interest. 

Rugby buys into Polish firm 

Rugby Group has acquired a 34 per cent stake in Cemen- 
townia Chelm, a Polish cement manufacturer, for £15. 4m, 
with an option to increase ownership to 75 per cent for a 
total price of £60 Chelm is undergoing a modernisation 
programme and hopes to complete a cement plant capable 
of producing 1.6 million tonnes a year by foe middle of 1999. 

A membra of Rugby’s senior management is moving to Poland 
to work on the modernisation programme. In 1996, Co 
mentownia made profits before tax and extraordinary 
items of £200,000 on sales of£332m. It commands a 20 per 
cent share of the Polish market. 

Scandinavian banks merge 

Merita, Finland's largest bank, will merge with Nordbanken, 
the third-largest bank in Sweden, it was announced yester- 
day. The new bank wfll be worth around S10.6bn (£63bn). 
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Outbreak of merger mania sends Footsie racing higher 


taking stock 


MARKET REPORT It was more action packed 

than even the more nimbus- 



DEREK PAIN 


STOCK 
MARKET 
REPORTER 
OF THE YEAR 


twns takeover days of the 
1980’s. Suddenly four major 
deals, worth a staggering 
£67bn, hit the stock market in 
quick succession, inevitably 
provoking speculation about 
future corporate activity. 

Shares of the principal 
playeis romped ahead. BAT 


financial operations with 
■Zurich of Switzerland, rose 
58p to 609p and Reed Inter* 
national, on the proposed 
merger of Reed EJsiver and 
Wolters Kluwer, reacted with 
a 97p jump to 629p. 

With LVMH bowing to the 
Grand Metropolitan and 
Guinness merger the two 
drinks groups were in cele- 
bratory mood with Grand- 
Met up 21p at 604p and 
Guinness 28 Jp to 605-Sp. 

Redland, the bard pressed 


budding materials group, 
added 79p to 336 as La- 
farge, the French group, bid 
£1.7bn, or 320p a share. 

Heavy trading in Redland, 
which quickly rejected the 
offer, indicated the French 
picked up stock. 

The possible spm-ofis from 
the deals added to the intense 
excitement of merger Monday. 

Shorn of its financial oper- 
ations BAT could seek to 
develop its tobacco side. 
Gallaber, floated in May, is the 
market's favoured target and 
the shares rose 34p to a 329p 
peak. Imperial Tbbacco was 
also caught in the smoke 
signals, swirling 20Jp higher 
to 39l.5p 

The BAIs adventure also 
drew attention to insurance 
shares. The market is appre- 
ciative of the existing strains 
and stresses which could 
prompt more corporation ac- 


tion and was quick to host 
such shares as Prudential Cor- 
poration, up 29-5p to 698p, and 
GRE, I7p to 342p. 

On the drinks front Allied 
Domecq was a beneficiary of 
the sudden LVMH compli- 
ance. The suspicion the 
GrandMet/Guinness alliance 
will force it into a defensive 
merger - Seagram of Canada 
or Pernod Ricard of France? 
- boosted the shares 1225p to 
509p, highest since last year. 

The market was so besot- 
ted by the sudden outbreak of 
merger mania that even a 
deal which was put on hold 
drew applause. Kingfishers 
decision to defer plans to take 
control of BUT the French 
chain, by buying a further 30 
percent prompted a 25p gain 
to 857_5p. The Wootwortb's 
group already has 26 per cent 
of the electrical retailer. 

The sheer deli®? of corpo- 


rate action sent Footsie racing 
72.$ points higher to 5,300.1 
and the two main supporting in- 
dices moved to new peaks. 

Friday’s two modest bids 
prompted further activity as 
the Fhr Eastern Jardine Mo- 
tors scooped up S.78 per cent 
of its intended victim, Apple- 
yards, at 78p a share; ftek, the 
traffic control group, signalled 
a 36,5p gain to 78Jjp follow- 


Share Spotlight 


share price, pence 
340 







ing the after-hours £S8m (S0p> 
offer from the US. Thermo 
Power, which moved into the 
market to lift its stake to 9.64 
percent 

British Aerospace, which 
said, overseas investors had 
reached 28.7 per cent of its 
capital, and Rolls-Royce were 
higher cm talk the Goveraraeut 
is on the verge of lifting the 
ceiling on foreign sharehold- 
ings from 29.5 per cent to 49.5 
per cent. Rods, up 7 Jp to 
236p, greets Scandinavian in- 
vestors on Thursday under 
the auspices of Henderson 
Crosthwaite. BAe was 27p 
harder at l,7265p. 

Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries was a significant absen- 
tee from the sea of blue. It 
shaded 4p to 9S2p as worries 
persisted about its third-quar- 
ter results. BSkyB, the satel- 
lite broadcaster, was another 
subdued blue chip, softening 


2p to 445-5p as Merrill Lynch 
downgraded its stance to 
neutral 

Halifax had the dubious 
distinction of being the worst 
performing blue chip, falling 
11.5p to 730.5p in brisk 
trading. 

Tradepoiot, the stock mar- 
ket m miniature, continued to 

benefit from nesi week’s switeh 
to order-driven trading, gain- 
ing 12pto M&5p.S1a«. an ea- 
gineer, firmed to 1 18p despite 
the departure of chairman Ian 
Gowrie-Smitb; his family's 8 
per cent interest was placed 
with institutions at ll6p. 

Dawn Til Dusk, a chain of 
convenience stores, fell 15p to 
242Jp after admitting getting 
a decimal point in the wrong 
place. On Friday the com- 
pany said like-for-like sales 
were up 3125 per cent Yester- 
day the advance was corrected 
to 3.15 per cent 


Speculation Prestbury 
Leisure is set to become a _ 
vehicle for Nigel Wray anti 
Nick Leslau strengthened as 
the shares were suspended 
after a 5 Sp gain to 9.25p- The 
f fl pi pany said it was in talks 
which could lead to an acqui- 
sition. There had been expec- 
tations Prestbury would buy 
a football dob bat such a 
deal now seems unlikely. 


Cartw, the engineer reshaped 
under Ken Jackson, has duly 
sold its foundry for just ore r 
£2m- Since the revamping 
exer cise started three years 
ago businesses worth around 
£20nt hare been sold* At 29p 
Carbo is valued at £22L9m. 
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Label group Jarvis Porter 
added Sp to Z30-5p as take- 
over hopes resurfaced. Brit- 
ton, in receipt of a US bid, 
has indicated the hidden 
value in pa ckaging . Jarvis 
was 31 Op Last year. 
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27/BUSINESS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
TUESDAY 
14 OCTOBER 1997 


We must learn how to live 
in a world of low inflation 



# HAMISH 
McRAE 
on the 
global 

ECONOMY OF 
NEXT CENTURY 


A new week and -after the dis- 
may of the past few days -a new 

burst of enthusiasm on the 
markets. For the moment at 
least all that concern seems to 
have evaporated; all those par- 
allels with October 1987 or 
even 1929 seem to have been 

• brushed aside. 

Bu t the concern itself is in- 
teresting: this natural desire to 
seek patterns of the past which 
might give a guide to the future. 
This is perhaps the dominant fea- 
ture of financial analysis at the 
moment On the one hand, peo- 
ple do believe the future is go- 
ing to be different from the 


Thought one is that demo- 
graphic change alone will have 
aft enormous impact on finan- 
ce m&ria:ts.)te win have ^ 
a shift away from state pensions 
to private ones: pensions being 
paid by people’s own savings, 
rather than taxation on the 
awMng proportion of people 
of working age. So there will be 
a mg surplus of personal savings 
over the next 20years,witidi wfll 
then be run down as the savers 
draw their pensions. This sur- 
plus of savings, at least in the 
developed countries, will mean 
that for a couple of decades 
there will be a lot of money 
swishing around. This suggests 
that real rates of return on cap- 
ital will tend to fall but that cap- 
ital values of assets will be 
underpinned. 

Thought two leads on from 

this. Many of the investment op- 
portunities will be in what we 
still think of as the developing 
countries. At some stage in the 
first decade of the next century 
(the World Bank reckons 2004, 
the IMF nearly 2007) it looks as 
though the combined output of 
the developing world will exceed 
that of the developed, r eve rang 
a situation which has existed for 
about 150 years. Money for at 


tification for the continued share 
price boom. But togeta feel for 
the possible financial conditions 
which will dominate the first 
years of the next century we tend 
to look backward, not forward. 

There is one question - is 
this cycle like ail the othere? - 
rtfcWhich has been widely dis- 
“cussed. There is another, which 
is only just starting to come up 
on the radar -in what ways wdl 
the world economy and finan- 
cial markets be different in the 
next 50 years from everything 
that we've experienced in the 
past 50? Here are five thoughts 
on this seconchquestion. - 


funded by the savings of the de- 
veloped countries. 

So while there will be a shift 
in economic power towards the 
developing countries, owner- 
ship of many of their assets will 
shift &3 [he developed world. This 
ought to be a mutually benefi- 
cial economic arrangement, sm- 
Qar to the surge in international 
investment at the end of the last 
century. But it would be naive 
not to admit that it win create 
political tensions, some of Much 
we’ve caught a glimpse of in the 
past few weeks in Malaysia. Ex- 
pect continued rapid growth of 
developing countries and expect 
high returns. But expect, too^ big 
bumps, political and economic. 

Thought three is that the 
trend towards lower inflation is 
now secure and the next cen- 
tury, like the last one, may-be . 


one of stable prices. Disinflation 
is driven by three forces: the 
power of the bond markets, 
which meet any rise in inflation 
with higher long-term interest 
rates; the extension of interna- 
tional trade to marry large low- 
wage countries; and the values 
of older voters who will not wish 
to sec their pensions eroded by 
inflation. 

This wc can see. What we've 

hardly begun to think about, ex- 
cept perhaps in Japan, is the 
danger of overshooting and ex- 
periencing a long period of 
falling prices. In theory this is 
- fine. All people -children, son- 
workers, the retired - would 
benefit from falling prices raiber 
than workers benefiting from ris- 
ing wages. Hie whole of society 
would thus share the results of 
productivity rather th»i\ 
people who happen to be in the 
right jobs. But adjusting the sta- 
ble prices is lough on people 
who have only known inflation 
and tough on policy-makers 
who won’t know how to cope. 
Expect chose to make mistakes. 

Expect, too, lower nominal 
returns on cash. Getting used to 
a world where interest rates are 
3 to 5 per emu is tough for people 
used to returns of double that 
Getting used to the idea that 
" growth and felling prices can go 
together will be harder snIL 

Thought four carries on 
from here. The first years of the 
next century are going to be a 
period of big adjustment The 
great engine of productivity 
will keep on generating gains. 
We will go on thinking of ways 
of producing better goods more 
cheaply and better and cheaper 
services. But these gains will not 
mean much higher living stan- 
dards. Instead the benefits will 
be siphoned off into the costs 
of coping with the ageing pop- 
ulation. The smaller workforce 
will see less of a return for it- 
self. Meanwhile, savers will be- 
come more concerned with 
preserving the real value of 
their savings, rather than trying 
to achieve the double-digit 
gams of the past 20 years. If you 


want higher returns, you’ll have 
to go abroad, which will mean 
accepting higher risks. 

So risk will be different, and 
this is thought number five. In- 
stead of there being large In- 
flation risks, there will be 
deflation risks. Instead of there 
being large swings of interest 
rates, there will be smaller 
movements, but in a world of 
stable prices, smaller move- 
ments will have larger effects. 
Currency risk will change, with 
major currencies having a more 
stable relationship, though not 
as stable as the Bretton Woods 
exchange rate system of the im- 
mediate post-war years. That 
does sot mean that a single 
European currency will find it 
ea si er to survive, particularly if 
it becomes associated with slow 
growth of living standards. But 
it does mean that it will have a 
■ more stable relationship with 
the dollar and other currencies. 

Company risk will change, 
too. The idea that earnings of 
most large companies will reli- 
ably increase year after year will 
have to go. A larger proportion 
will be unable to produce im- 
proved results each year. For 
higher returns, people wfll have 
to go to smaller companies and 
to start-ups, accepting more 
risks. There will be greater re- 
wards for spotting new, grow- 
ing firms and fewer rewards for 
over-analysing huge, old ones. 

Of course these five propo- 
sitions Mil in some measure be 
wrong. What will almost cer- 
tainly be right is that the early 
years of the next century will be 
very different from anything 
which people aged under, say, 
70 wfll have experienced in 
their lifetime. It’s so hard to see 
turning points Mien you’re on 
the cusp. We may or may not be 
m a cyclical turning point in the 
markets, but it does look as 
though we’re between two big 
secular trends, the inflation 
world of the post-Second Vforid 
Whr period, and something 
quite different in the most glob- 
alised economy- the world has 
ever known. 
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It must be a bit galling to finally gel the 
top job after yeare of sweat, knowing that 
it will last for only six months. Chris 
Woodborn is replacing Richard Farrant 
as chief executive of the Securities and 
Futures Authority (SFA), the City's 
main regulator, but only until Labour’s 
embryonic super-watchdog, NcwRO, 
takes over next April. 

Mr Woodhurn MU oversee the SFAs 
handover of authority to NewRO. After 
that he wfll be responsible for winding 
up what is left of the SFA until it disap- 
pears in a puff of smoke under legisla- 
tion due to be passed late in 1999. 

None of whidiwili bother Mr Vfood- 
bura, who helped create the SFAS pre- 
decessor, The Securities Association 
(TSA). TSA was set up under the Fi- 
nancial Services Act 1986 and was then 
merged with the Association of Futures 
Brokers and Dealeis in 1991 to form the 
SFA. It seems that, as fer as the UK’s reg- 
ulators are concerned, perpetual revo- 
lution is the order of the day. 

Mr Woodbum trained as an accoun- 
tant with Deloitte & Co, now part of 
Coopers & Lybrand, and be cut his teeth 
as a regulator with the London Stock Ex- 
change, which be joined in 1974. In those 
days people in the City were largely left 
to get on with it and regulation was a cot- 
tage industry. 

But the important question is - who 
got Mr Farranl's airy and comfortable of- 
fices with their views looking north over 
the Thames towards St Pauls Cathedral? 

I bear a number of SFA insiders have 
their eyes on h, so Mr Woodbum had bet- 
ter get his skates on if he wants to stake 

his Haim. 

Congratulations to Simon Pincombe, 
once author of this column’s forerunner. 



Who will get Richard Famntfe old offices with their superb views? 


Column FJghr, who has left the press of- 
fice of UBS to join arch rival investment 
bank Deutsche Morgan Grenfell. 

Simon refused to be drawn on just 
bow much wedge he will be trousering 
as DMG's head of corporate communi- 
cations, but jealous CSty sources are whis- 
pering that his package is “well north of 
a hundred grand”. Indeed, some Forex 
dealers were overheard yesterday mak- 
ing deals in “Pincombes". 

The departure of the electric guitar- 
playing former journalist and alpine ski 
legend, coming as it does so soon after 
that of Liza Span, former long-time head 
of communications at UBS in London, 
has prompted City gossip-mongers to 
speculate whether more far-reaching 
changes are afoot at the Swiss bank. With 
half of BZW being put up for sale, any- 
thing can happen in these days of in- 
vestment banking consolidation. 

Whatever, Simon says be is looking 
forward to working alongside Marfcns 
WQl, overall boss of press relations at 
DMG. There’s just one problem: “Tin 
now on five weeks’ gardening leave. The 
only problem is I haven’t got a garden.” 

Biotechnology analysts are moving 
around almost as much as biotech share 
prices these days. Eriing Refsum, one of 
the most vigorous bulls of the sector, is 
leaving Yamaichi to join Nomura. He re- 


places Nick Woolf, who left Nomura to 
join US investment house Robertson 
Stephens as adviser on UK biotech 
companies. Mr Refsum. who was one of 
the biggest fans of Biocompatibles, the 
ill-feted coatings group whose shares fell 
from over £14 to under £5 in a few weeks 
when it failed to settle a key deal, is 
thought to be taking gardening leave. 
(The UK’s gardens will soon be in per- 
fect condition at this rate.) Perhaps be 
is waiting for share prices in the depressed 
sector to blossom before he starts talk- 
ing up his favourite stocks. 

Roger Looker wiD resign as chairman of 
RPS Group, the Abingdon* Oxfordshire- 
based environmental consultancy, on 23 
October, in order to concentrate on his 
pub and restaurant interests. Dr Alan 
Heanie, chief executive of the company, 
said: “Roger concluded he bad con- 
tributed everything he could to the busi- 
ness and now was the time to let someone 
else have a go." Mr Looker will be suc- 
ceeded by Brook Land, a former partner 
of City law firm Nabarro Naihanson. 

David Went is to succeed Irish Life’s man- 
aging director, David Kingston, when he 
retires next year. Mr Went is chief ex- 
ecutive of Coutts Group, the international 
private banking arm of National West- 
minster Bank. 
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Collins doing 

the business 

on the water 


George Collins is the 
man who liked die 
Whitbread Round the 
World Race so much he 
spent $Sm on a yacht 
and a top-line crew. 

Stuart Alexander talks to 
the American 
investment manager, 
who is beating the 
cream of ocean rating at 
their own game. 

When the Whitbread fleet of 
ocean racers crosses Chesa- 
peake Bay next April to finish 
the seventh leg in Baltimore, 
George Collins will, he says, 
"almost be able to reach over 
the guard rail and shake the 
hands of my friends as we nice 
to the finishing line. As a mat- 
ter of fact it goes right by my 
house.” 

Here is a man. a competitor 
and fan, who liked the idea of 
joining the worid’s best in the 
best round-the-world race so 
much that he bought himself a 
place on Lhe start line, his city 
a major role as host and his 
favourite piece of water the 
starring role of being writ large 
on the side of his 64-foot yacht, 
Chessie Racing. 

But this is not just the whim 
of a dilettante. To be the chief 
executive officer of a multi-mil- 
lion dollar company you have 
built up yourself needs a com- 
petitive streak. He insists that 
this is not just a game to take 
his mind off things now that he 
is semi-retired at the age of 57 
from the investment manage- 
ment business he created. That 
he is not another example of the 
blazer brigade meddling in 


^port because they have noth- 
ing else to do. 

“1 could have bought a mi- 
nor league baseball team, but 
1 couldn’t play and would prob- 
ably Only have ended up inter- 
fering m the training.” he said. 
Tm not a spectator, I would 
rather be out there participat- 
ing. But at my age there are very 
few games in which you can stiQ 
participate and enjoy it." 

Not that Collins has not 
had to modify his expectation 
about when he play in the 
team, and when he can not At 
the moment he is waiting to fly 
to Cape Ttrwn to welcome in 
boat skippered by Mark Fis- 
cher, at the end of the 7,350- 
mile first leg, but he will not be 
joining them for the second leg 
across the rough and testing 
southern ocean. 

The delivery trip across the 
Atlantic Collins undertook 
aboard Chessie Rating taught 
turn his limitations on what ran 
be a bucking bronco of a beast 
when the wind whips up. On 
one 24-hour run they topped 
400 exhilaratin g, but nerve and 
muscle-jangling miles. 

“This is a non user-friend- 
ly, full-on rating machine. This 
type of boat is veiy difficult.” 
he says. Instead of racing, 
Collins’ contribution is cold, dis- 
passionate management skills 
and a funding programme that 
ensured that every develop- 
ment worth doing was done and 
a top-line crew properly paid. 

Collins has had to dig deep- 
er into his pockets than he first 
thought- He put up the basic 
$2m (£13m) to pay for the 
boat, expecting other sponsors 
would jump aboard dutdiing an- 
other i3m. They did not, but “it’s 
been a good stock market, so I 



George Collins on board Chessie Rating: 'At my age there are very lew games ki which you can still participate and enjoy If ■ Photograph: Peter Jay 


have stepped up,” Collins says. 

That has meant no reason- 
able request being refused, 
staying calm when gear was 
breaking during the bedding- 
down period when he was “rip- 
ping up my dollars”. 


“This is serious stuff. It. 
doesn’t come more serious 
than this,” Co ffins says, “and I 
don’t want things to blow up 
when it counts. Then you are 
in deep trouble.” 

The planning was meticu- 


lous, the training serious and 
his crew have been in the top 
five since the race started in 
Southampton on 21 Septem- 
ber. Chessie Rating is ahead of 
the favourite Toshiba, skip- 
pered by Chris Dickson, and 


Goss and Dinelli stand out among big boats 


The stormy baptism for the 
Anglo-French pairing of Pete 
Goss and Raphael Dinelli, the 
man be rescued last Christ- 
mas, was looking good yester- 
day after the first 48 horns of the 
Jacques Vhbre two-handed 
transatlantic race. 

When Goss pushed his 50- 
footer BMW Performance into 
the teeth of an oncoming gale 


at the start in Le Havre on Sat- 
urday his main target was to be 
among the top monobufls at the 
end of the 4,500-mile run to 
Cartagena, Colombia, knowing 
that most of the opposition 
were 60-footers. 

Yesterday he was disputing 
third place with Yves Parlier 
and Eric Thbarly in Aquitaine 
Innovations as these two took 


the more westerly option after 
a rough rounding of Ushant. 
Leading the monohuils are 
Jean Maurel in Saupiquet and 
MarcThiercdm in Somewhere. 

The multihull leader, by a 
long way, was Loick Peyron in 
Fupcolour, chased by Francis 
Joyon in Banque Populaire and 
Paul Vhxine in ChausscTEurope. 

- Stuart Alexander 


the 1994 Whitbread winner 
Ross Field on America’s Chal- 
lenge. Onfy bad luck will stop 
them maintaining their position 
to Cape Town. 

This is not an amateur af- 
fair, but there is, however, the 
inevitable vein of romance. 
The peture of a monster op the 
side of the yacht recalls how 
grandfather Wilson came from 
Glasgow as a baby, along with 
a bottle of water from Loch 
Ness which was poured into 
Chesapeake Bay. For Nessie 
read Chessie. 

Collins’ boat was fifth yes- 
terday, 173 miles behind the 
leader, EF Language, as light 
airs slowed the fleet on the fi- 
nal 23IKI miles to Cape Town. 

Paul Cayard, the skipper of 


EF Language, was predicting 
20 hours of uncertain winds as 
the back markers in the 10-boat 
fleet reduced the gap and 
Britain’s Lawrie Smith tried, 
from fourth place, to outflank 
the problem. 

Cayard, leading by 14 miles 
from Grant Dalton on Merit 
Cup, was battling to make 
headway. “We are going 
nowhere - fighting to go 100 
metres in 10 minutes during the 
last four hours,” he reported. 

WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD 
RACE (M tan, 7.350 nUtos, Sodhanip- 
ton to Capo Town) Latrt poafflaoK 1 EF 

+T4 

miss; 3 fcnowtai ftaanor (Not K Frosted 
+2D; 4 S* Cut (GB) L Smith +TB; S 
Chassis Racing (US} M Bscher +173: 6. 
America's ChabnoB (US) R FWd +2479; 
7 Tbshba (US) C bfcfeon +34&A; 8 
Swedsh Mafch raw) G Kmntz +281 ; 9 B= 
Education (Swe) C d*xi +42S; 10 Bronel 
SUnwgy (Nstfi) H Bouschofta +55Q 


I CE HOCKEY 

Devils given 
boost by 
Thornton 

Steve Thornton helped to 
steer the champions, Car- 
diff Devils* to a 6-3 Super- 
league win over Bracknell 
Bees on Sunday. 

Thornton, who suf- 
fered an arm injury last 
week, was back in action at 
the earliest opportunity 
and hit the target after just 
eight seconds. 

Heswbete, Jamie Steer 
scored twice for Ayr Scot- 
tish Eagles, who managed 
to complete a well-de- 
served weekend double , 
over Nottingham .Pan- 
thers. Having beaten them" 
4-2 in the Benson and 
Hedges Cup quarter-final 
first leg on Saturday, they 
won 6-3 in their home Su- 
perleague encounter the 
following evening. 

Kevin Conway grabbed 
the first and Last goals for 
Basingstoke Bison in their 
4-3 home win over Man- 
chester Storm after over- 
time. 

Conway gave Bison (he 
lead after just 54 seconds 
and then struck the game- 
winning goal after two 
minutes and one second of 
overtime. 

Newcastle Cobras are . 
still pointless after two 
Superleague games. They- 
lost 4-1 away to Sheffield 
Steelers, for whom Scott 
Allison scored twice. 

Brett Stewart scored 
for the Cobras whose mab- 
of-the-match, their net- 
minder Wiyne Cowley, 
was in inspired form 
against his former club: 

BetsoN&HBXaescupQuaiiw- 
flrats flm tog: Pyt 4 NoWrgharo 2: 
Newcastle l Basingstoice 1 : Bradtnel 
2 Manchester 2. 

SUPER LEAGUE: Ayr 6 Nottingham 
3; Sheffield 4 Newcastle 1; 
stoke 4 Manchester 3 (rtj. * 
Bracknell 
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PHILIPS 



Today we publish the latest results of The 
independent Fantasy Football League. Due 
to the weekend's international matches, the 
player scores remain unchanged and 
therefore both individual scores and the 
league table are calculated from all games 
played until October 5th. 


Every time one of your players score you get four points. There 
are four paints for a keeper or a defender every time their team 
keeps a dean sheet If a player scores the winning goal, Le.: if 
there is a one goal difference in the scoreline, the player scor- 
ing the final goal for the winning team is awarded 1 bonus point 
awarded in addition to standard goal related points. Each suc- 
cessful Assist, a pass judged by our experts to lead directly to 
a goal, will give a player 3 points. The opinion of our experts 
on the matter is final Each player selected and starting a game 
will be awarded one point 


If a player is given a Yellow Card they lose 1 point if a play- 
er is given a Red Card they lose 3 points. Own goals, either 
scored or conceded, do not count 

The Premiership Manager that yon choose will be award- 
ed 3 points if their real-life team wins, 1 pointis awarded if they 
draw and no points are given if they lose. 

Updated player scores and league tables wiD be published 
every Tuesday in The Independent and repeated the following 
Sunday in die Independent on Sunday. 
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INDEPENDENT FANTASY FOOTBALL 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON HATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST- 5 OCTOBER 


LEAGUE TABLE 

CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST - S OCTOBER 

ros 

NAME 

TEAM 

POINTS 

i 

Mr Chris King 

Seeking Victory 

439 

i 

Mr Phil Tufter 

Pin Ups 4 

439 

i 

Mr David Evans 

Boothen Old Boys 

439 

i 

Mr John Ccoc 

SouthvffleFC 

439 

5 

MrBSrai 

Simply the Best 

433 

6 

MrBSral 

The Untouchables 

427 

6 

Mr Scewur Scott 

The Dream Team 

427 

6 

Mr David Aston 

BE Boys 2nd II 

427 

9 

Mr Stewart Scott 

Unbearable 

426 

10 

Mr David Baker 

Dead Beat 

425 

tr 

Mr Martin Pawley 

Roberts Rovers 

424 

ii 

Mr Chrfs Thomas 

Scunthorpe Baras 

424 

13 

Mr Archer 

No Wright 

423 

M 

Mta Lisa WiW 

Amererao 

421 

IS 

Mr Michael Rickard 

AUer Limberg 

420 

16 

Mr Mike Mtadhefl 

Enduring Image 

418 

16 

Mr G Whitehead 

The Treen Team 

Am 

« 

Mr P Green 

Powis Rangers 

4J6 

18 

Mr Ken Boyle 

Qogstxxi Rovers 

416 

» 

Mr G Bed 

Stunning Stunts 

4K 

21 

Mr K Brady 

The Final Selection 

415 

21 

Mr Brady 

Look lively 

4G 

23 

Mr E Gromley 

Celtic Warriors 

40 

23 

Mr Trevor Russ 

Sammy's Soccer Scorchers 40 

25 

MrKaierty 

Kilter Bees 

40 

25 

MrJMcOochton 

VNfeshed Up Army 

40 

25 

Mr David 

Borham Btirham United 

4Q 

28 

MrAbduJ Choud 

Nickies 9th II 

An 

29 

Mr AReynalds 

The Hedghoe 

409 

30 

Mr Tom Lyons 

Tom'* Pocket Battle Ships 408 

31 

MrJ McCrosser 

Washed Up Army 

407 

3t 

Mr A Cuimin^am 

The Zebra 

407 

33 

Mr A Stemett 

Beep Barp Poop 

406 

34 

Mr Steven Man 

Rebecca Rovers 

405 

34 

Mr David Baker 

DeJaVu 

405 

36 

Mr Chris TTiomas 

Scunthorpe Special Res 

404 

37 

Mr bn Erie 

WemWy Bwdiera 

403 

37 

Mr A Window 

Tony's Brace 

4€3 

37 

Mr Tom Lyons 

Diana's Demons 

403 

37 

Mr Tony Brazier 

Wbw For Shore 

403 

41 
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Tamarisk appeals in vintage Dewhurst 


Saturday's Dewhurst 
Stakes at Newmarket 

promises to uphold its 

tradition in signposting 
future Classic winners. 
Gr^g Wood reports. 

« 

Racehorses can make fools of 
anyone, so there will have been 
• relief at Newmarket yesterday 
when the five-day entries for 
jgtheir oewty-christened Cham- 
pions Day card on Saturday in- 
dicated that the immodesty 
-will go unpunished. The De- 
whrnst Stakes promises com- 
petition and information in 
equally large measures, the 
Champion Stakes too could 
yet be a contest to make a long 
trip for, while the Cesarewitch 
will as usual cater for racego- 
ers who enjoy the surreal ex- 


perience of betting on a two- 
and-a-quaner mile race and 
first spoiling a horse with half 
a mile left to ran. 

It is the Dewhurst. though, 
which should add serious num- 
bers to the gate, and ensure that 
the international Handicap- 
pers will not need to deliberate 
for too long when they meet to 
name the top two-year-old colt 
ofl997. Daggers Drawn, prob- 
ably the best seen in Britain this 
year, and Xaar, perhaps the 
finest in France, will line up 
against Central Park, whose col- 
lateral form gives him the beat- 
ing of Daggers Drawn, and 
Tamarisk, impressive winner 
of the Houghton Sales Stakes 
at the last Newmarket meeting. 

Daggers Drawn was no bet- 
ter than workmanlike when 
winning the Champagne Stakes 
at the Doncaster St Leger 


meeting, but is still the clear 
Dewhurst favourite or joint 
favourite, with Xaar, in the lists 
of the leading bookmakers. 

The contest also brings the 
best trainers on either side of 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Tycooness 
(Ayr 3.20) 

NB: Seconds Away 
(Ayr 4.50) 

the Channel into direct com- 
petition, and on recent De> 
whuist form, it is Andre Fibre, 
who prepares Xaar, who will 
wake up in confident mood on 
Saturday morning. Henry Ce- 
cil. Daggers Drawn’s trainer, 
has not won Lhts race since 1982, 
while Fabre has saddled both 
ZaTonie ( 1992) and ftnnckamp 
(1994), both of whom returned 
to win the 2,U00 Guineas. 


This seems to be a wel- 
come return to form for the De- 
whurst, which over a five-year 
period between 1990 and 1994 
was won by two subsequent 
Derby winners, two Guineas 
winners and a St James's Palace 
Stakes winner. 

With two high-profile colts 
at the top of the market, mean- 
while, there could he some 
value further down, and al this 
stage, the Totes 7-1 against 
Tamarisk appears very fair. It 
cost £1N,U(K) to gel Roger 
Charlton’s runner into the race 
at (be recent supplementary 
stage, although after his latest 
victory, in a bonus-bden event 
for graduates of the Houghton 
Sale, his owners are still com- 
fortably in the black. 

“The owners have picked up 
more than £120,000 from his 
three races," Charlton said yes- 


terday, “and there is more to be 
gained than lost by run ning hint. 

The horse that wins will be the 
champion two-year-old, and to 
finish third or fourth is no dis- 
grace in a race like that. 

"The h an dicapper would 
probably have him six or seven 
pounds behind Xaar, five be- 
hind Central fork and three or 
(our Nihind Henry CeriTs, so be 
needs to improve two or three 
lengths to win, but he's done 
everything we've asked of him 
and he hasn't had a hard race. 
We don’t know what hc'U pro- 
duce when it’s really required, 
but he's earned his place.” 

Saturday's second Group 
One race, the Champion 
Stakes, could be just as strong- 
ly contested as the Dewhurst, 
with SingspieL, Pilsudski and 
Benny The Dip among the 
five-day entries, but as yet only 


.LEICESTER 


1-30 Kings Arrow 

2.00 Mulahen 
2.30 Mudalal 

3.00 Halmanerror 


HYPERION 
3.30 Prfena 

4.00 Champagne Warrior 
4 JO Priolo Prlma 

3.00 Brimming 


FORM GUIDE 

Tberes a good word tor EMPIRE GOLD, on American-bred aon ot Strike The Odd Sal- 
to CAlr*. burped when favour so and unplaced to Bergen at Pont e fract was a good 
fourth to Arawok City at Newmarket on Wa detoui Master Caster should go n the pound 
att» to debut run behind Bern (stabtemoto ot Empre Goto) here, wide Mudalal and 
Ruaafen Party ore tram capable stables. Selection: EMPffE GOLD 

WHISSENOINE SELLING HANDICAP (CLASS G) £3,000 
added 7f Penalty Value £2,889 
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st 


g^sasssa ;, sssssssl 

tin P 1 6 *** J Weav °r t3n7%j! j Raid *-na 

c “"”” i" w ■ H “* w™ 

BUHKBia) FIRST TIME: Mocatchlm (uisorpd] ftpty 


TSOI SL F REFERENCE POINT MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
(DIV I) £4,600 added 2YO 7f Penalty Value £3,704 

« (Jchn itatser) m H erasvate b n ADtaMw 

* Cohere Jttricp BTl WRwnl 

^^J^^IU^f'WbaariWUalrtDir^EIXrtcpBlI. MHtanwrC 

(USA) fSaecd Srasafl M Starae 8 11 J Raid 10 

^ J-DMWrtS 

0 BASHWG KMGHT (9) {E J Loder] D LodwB rl GCM*13 

KMG6 ARROW (fl F> B Mcftaebon & Vlta&c Sad) M B«i 8 ft MFtettnZ 

0 KRfSAMBA (S) (B Sctrea-BoOrwl B Meahon 8 Tl MWtaBS 

LpNGBOWMAN {Doug Kirfc) UrsLSUibs Bit SVMMorihS 

0 MASHABpsjiHamdanAIMaWoji^ NGrahomSfl RHUa4 

RnUAL {Bbki d the tale CcnmandEr G G UtartonJ H Candy B It _ __..C WUr 11 

SO SAUDI (39) ft RH ftim fate Satiety PQ*8ll TOulntiT 

StBn - WARMNG t&apoe Thorou^trwS) & M Presxn S n GMHdl 

-14 doctored - 

BETTOIG: evens Cette Pagend, 7-2 Brora Reward, 114 Alceyde, 10-1 Kings Arrow; 12-1 StaA 
Wwntog, 14-1 DaaMtig Knight. Ota* Sam* 20-1 Meshab, Krtaanbe, Brave Noble. 201 eta* 
I99ft Anode B tl C hittBr 14-1 (H Candy) dram (£J « ran 
FORM GUIDE 

CEUTC PAGEANT, last in the Mk&fle Park (fit). Is the winner ot tire on ha aeven-turlong 
form against Noma Of Lore a Epsom and Semen at Ascot. With the chop «i dess and 
Frankie Dettori booked, Celtic Pageant w9 take a lot ol beating H he handas the ground. 
The best each-way shot » Dashing Knight, who 'raced here on lost ground on his de- 
but behnd Ftarazi Some promise was shown and Dating Knight could be the uprise 
package on gmud sue to suit him. John Durriopb hones are to be respected In back- 
end maidens and Alcayda is a certafoty to Improve on Ns debut forath to the odds-on 
Last ChTtetmas at Haydock (71). Salectfom CBJCRAGEANT 

WYMESWOLD STAKES (CLASS C) £7,000 added 2YO 
7f Penalty Value £4,518 

^p r ABSOUnaSRMXWpai(D)WJDmWL'CUtilriB 2 : Li-LDUtod \1 

■ «KAM»OW:w«t^)(l*iNtoaniaJ(>Bndr^Ct^9^^Lr^Mfoft^ 

265 SOCIAL CHARTS! (USAJ (13) (RE Sangrtri F ChafftoHRin 02 JftoldS •' 

40434 KAWARLpd) (ttamdflnAIMateumlPVtelwynBtl GHtadS 




KB423 BEWARE {13) (BF) (Vtydt Hal Sfari)R Armstrong 81) 

34 WJLAHBI (101) (BF) (Hamdan AJ Mafclurn) □ Matey 8 O-. 
1 SWMGS6TER{1^ (Lady BamtaRBPRWMteBB. 

-rt 


"SSK 

JCFSBM7 


'I 


BETTING: 9-4 AbsoUty Spartila, 7-3 Kamiociic Way, 3-2 kWsban, 6-1 SodsI CtnriK TW XavoW. 
10-1 Swing Sfaaer, 20-1 Beware 
1BB6: Alrtd Abadu 9 2 R Hfe 3-1 frj Dufop) drawn (4) S tan 
FORM GUIDE 

MULAHEN has been rested since his fotfth to AimutawataiaiSandown Si July. Famurts 
for that race on the strength of hie debut thwd to MuMMhS an the same couno. MJahen 
is by Ftobeftvj. whose son lart revetod St the nwd at Ascot last Absolute ^taridto 

and KamaU are the soft-ground winners. Absofutfy SpartSn. beam ontast groutoat 
Ascot, had eerier run hte riwis ragged in the mud at Ybrfc. Kaunfl landed her maitten by 
fivw lengths «Safc*i#y. but has been beaten to nusanes. Satoctton: MULAHEN 

EBP REFERENCE POINT MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
(Drv II) £4,600 added 2YO 71 Penalty Value £3,704 

00 AFTER BGHT{^{MchadSu)RAntmng Bn F total 8 


1 005652 HAUUNE»tORB3)(D)(BF)BtaJSntalJMtai)taJRaieden79«UFoitani14 

2 640540 DCltER (3B) fT N Ct^Coi) M Tcryfols 3 9 9 - ,DBgg*3 

3 053000 OCHOS RK)S 0? (0) (IfcsH A Bun) 8 RdtwelBSB - G DuJBeM7 

4 035310 HTS FOLLY (47) (Ed* Ctxessj S Poo 4 9 B _ . . JFE^nB 

5 006446 GREATEST (1f!| (Qiflnw&n ltd) GoyKriMay 6 98 R Ftranch ffl 17 B 

6 23H30 KSERT20NE{U3A)(14(Q[l*sAmn»HDrrB)JAHjnlse96 ...FaUBtoHyM 

7 ^*05 OUHN OF SHANNON (33) (D) (Jltoncre} ACanc* 996 .... RStodholw (7) 15 

8 GOO SURE TO DREAM(149 (Dorcn Dwamen Pormfop) R Phips 495. -RPartian 16 

9 00043- KOPPERETTX (715) (RMbm (bong} BFMngaoS ACItatB 

fl 1-3300 FEARLESS CAVAUEHB9 TNea IS) R tt*rdaad 3 9 3 f Lynch 2 

» -00 000 UYQO0SCH(10){D](U*cK*rg9Un*'QMnais?93 _.RUppfo«V 

0 600000 SHARP RETIWM ® (Mre Taesa Baton) MRyan393 PMcCWaD) 1 

Q -00331 SHARK p® {MJHarr»)KMng*i 4 92 OtonlO 

N 000060 UR ROUGH (28 (C) (D torel D Utfit.6 9 2 NDaySV 

6 205000 SCATHEBURT ptlj (D) |Ngd SWddSJ K Rite 4 9 2 KFMon13 

« -00000 OietMGHrtwniV(M{3qtltad(DClBe)MF^«sta>Godey392 JRdd« 

17 000004 BBtCMWOGDSUNfUQ (□) (AGWttoer^ UDods792 JVfoawrSB 

* 04500 BY JAY {11) (P Byrroj BCuNy39 1 L Dettori 12 

fi 50040 lDflD06ER0NM(UnJBlHetAM||]JAlBhnt89l GCktall 

20 530036 SHASM(21)ro(to/taeLSflrdm|AllftM591 PBtoetaUd19 

-Mdectaed- 

BCTIW6: 4-1 Heta m enet 6-1 Ochoa Boa, 7-1 Setaiebmy, fl-t Shark. 1IM By Jt% 12-1 BkcA- 
wood Sub, Onen Of Shannon, OeaM, 14-1 OdK Feariwe Crato Lort Otaren, EA 
0taert2bM. 1»-1 OmUgM Wta teu. Mr Rough. Stop Return Shatal. »l otkere 
1996 Star tona 3 B 0 G Partin a 7-1 |t for (A tooombe) dam (Q fl ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Jason Vltoarer gets the best out ot Bhchwood Sun, FrartdB Dettori a aboard the w-Hsh 
Btf Jaf an the tSykssccnd start for Barney Oetey and Kleren FMon ’• the manfor Scatfie- 
bwry, who won In the soh wkhout Fafexi at Windsor In May SHARP RETURN gave sign* 
ot a bit better at Nottingham (tm) last week whan sewanth to Katie Komade (second to 
Lttarary here yestaday)-foB same fteture where the stafaU Cortrare won. A Juvenie wfo- 
ner last backend n the soft at Fofcestone {61), Sharp ffohm could )ust Pnd today’s ssv- 
en hetaiQB spot on. Ochoa Rioa. tenth In foe Nottingham rac* is better at tha hp-owr 
wHch he won a tok handcap last season oil a 3fo higher mark. Bfechwood Sm has 
won averthb trip and thamAa at Newcastle lest time was far enough for htn so fat dose 
lOLrlh to Xytem fo an amateiifer race wae a decent effort Hatraenerror started hit ato- 
ning ways at seven takings end has been running wta enough ovor a lx (seoond to sta- 
btamate Kfog Uno at tfoydock last time) to suggest a bold show to this eeles Queen Of 
Shannon is another with cferns h this ffade SatabMon: SHARP RETURN 

l -a oAl EDGE & ELLISON STAKES (CLASS C) £7,500 added 
3 YO fllles 1m Penalty Value £4,686 

1 03)44 KE1BOOGEfUSA)(B2)0<AbdMgRQariUifiG Jltad2 

2‘ 200420 PflO*A{4)(CumM*^D Lota 8 9 ' — KFMonl V 

a *. HB40 STAR PRECt3tOW(B7) pies B 9i4N G B afcfog B 9 Sftoonel 

-3 deUered- 

GET]nNa^n«Priwa,-74KiyfaooMa.HBta > Pi«ifotai . 

199B: Qjedorfo 8 G PM Eddsy -h-Bc (H Ced) dnm (2) 5 no 
: . FORM GUIDE ■ . 

Al three haw raced over longer t>$a whh PHEMA tuned out qJddy after king « cope 
wbhtto heavy gtoimd in -Jsfob Ltatod race at Ascot last Frkfoy. fWously a good aeo 
ond on that come to Kenrfst when dtoppad to trip and bMored for tie that tkna. Priena 
edged out Keyteogfe for second behind Mad Of Camelot at Goodwood to May. Priana 
row meats Keyboogie on 4to betas tarns so holde every chance ot success today Al- 
tor her fftaden wfo at N e a wi arita t>n 2ft Ksyboogle was W^ly Wad to the Prehy Poly 
al tha Cura^r and this greitod may suit her bettar altar her letast poor nr behind HL 
rasah atSandcwn (*n> Star Precision wfl cope wflh the greund'and tifo threatanee 
winner turned m her best effort when beatai under two longtha whan lowtii to Squeak 
to the Lancashire Caka. But shab now over a half-mia siorta Wp. Selection; PRENA 


FORM GUIDE 

naval GAMES, who laciued expanence at NewmartoL stiS firadtod n front ol 9tata)ack 
taw aeadbfeta fount) to Miser Ftovmr He non goes ter Mann PpeMta bang darned 
tor fjsl CS000 and 6hoid take the beaang m the seemngly weaker race Tha woifctol 
seem to be Sotapekb ideal surface and he meets Naval Games on 9b worse terms al- 
ta Snafang over three lengths behnd tun at Newmarket. Fw d ta a Navy, beaten on the 
al weamer on hts last two starts, is more effective over longer tops. But this a a race in 
wt*ch he can deflrvtely figure and he has Franlue Dettori on boerd to hold Nm up for a 
taa ttvusL Bobblb. fourth ol IS to Pegasus Bay m her first-tma btrtaarsat Yarmouth last 
one, and efrweather wmer Royal Roulette, took bast of the BweyeoMfoa Samn Hwaer. 
second to Bredessa n a two-mler mthe soh at Nottngham n Jms. would have a chance 
on hs best terra wttie Keren Felon tor Anfou a nterestrig. Satoctton: NAMU. GAfiCS 


430 


STEWARDS HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,100 added 1tn2f 
Penalty Value £4,055 

BOO- OE5U30 UNES (*02) (R A ShM) C .&nes 4 f)0 CRUBSTIS 

00000 KWGS ASSaBU 1 (33J (CD) (The bemepehis I) P Hants 500 -KFation6 

06002 94WBI0 EXAMPLE PB){D)(DMAhe>)Pl/bkn5 9 Q Jta4Eriday15 

IMP PffOtD PROIA (7) (Ftatra Bcodaockl Sr U Pmacoc 4 9 0- ...GDutIWdA 

0060X OASS)CF«Df>7) m [Ctew: aooilsswt Pic) Pd fifcdwl 4 9 71 ^.-PBkKxnMdlS 

S3040- CLASSK COLOURS (USA) (JMB}(mpJones)G1Mey 499 — -VStatayB 

00400 PUNKAH (J 10 ) (tfcOxrt Fine Ueatsi G UcCoirt 4 9 9 R Sutfootoe (7) 2 

2503/ 5ntRWTTNESS(758) (AGNseccntK) ANeaconOe599 — G Kind 3 

2B34C CALENDULA fiBT) P) fOrSCtha Space) Ottartey 4 9 B-. GCotaU 

44305 MUHASS&. (1R (R WVtapcto) KlAxgan498 .0 Pears 17 

-00031 BONANZA PEAK (BS) p) (Gun Dram AJ^eCed) Us J Cad 408 JBartlnDwyw 5 

603004 NORTH R® (18)(D) (StorUace Lmie^ jftaree69B -JRefo12 

00006- ' BLAZE OF SONG (J21^ (D)(DBoot»dq HKamcn 596 ttawOlMII 

310000 SLASHER JACK (15) (TCOiCTg}RFahey69 6 RWhdon(7)» 

T&OOG STB> N GO (25) (D) (Lord Pserdern) l*s J RarroOen 3 9 6 JFartawl 

030400 MARADIG7) (Ms Daftne Klgow] U Bel 395 MFwtanT 

4054 ItASSVARSEVBfTSIfM) (DartkWeeben)HCc4ngdgB394 TOutonlO 

5204- B-BAHADOR{57S)(t)) pF) (l*s JdnLeel JBeOwt 694 JWtaverM 

21004 BAKSTS DAUGHTER (13) (C) (D) (Ms A Bata) J Amcfci 593 ACM9 

~ it (tallied - 

BETTMG: S-1 Ctanrinle. 6-1 Prieto Prime, 7-1 BanemPMh.fi-1 KtageAiiartily. 10-1 SMntog 
Eremph, Ifossyar Seventeen, 1 2-1 top N Go, Panfeah, North Beef, M-1 Bates DaugMv, SM>- 
er JKfc,20-i otitare 

199R FM 8d B 9 7 C %sga (31 n-i (Ita N tteadey) itam (^ 17 ran 

POW GUIDE 

Kings Assamby. a ctxrss winner and wel hancficapped. ueuaty needs some runs to 
get hen lit so ttot may not stop tan after outings this term to Sandown and Chepstow 
The Wy Stop N Go seems to have lotf her we* but wtoring txadta Punkah cams from 
a long way back to M seventh to Montecrtsto to Newtuy-a race to which subsequent 
winner Sfoertan Mystic ftohhed terah to. Bath wtoner Bonanza Peak may Inprow agato. 
but the cMce Is PRIOLD PFffllA, who haent had the best ot kick and a fine second to 

Pota Prespeto to FMcar last time. If he copes with the prod he s going to taka plen- 
ty of beatmg. Ma*eyv Seventeen, who has shaped with some promse (foulti to Corat- 
ta here bat trne). has Rtoherd Ck*m hwtog ■ rare ride for the stable Catendula. a wtoner 
to aimlsr ground at Yarmouth and then a good second to African-tod on e foster wr- 
tace to Notttogham, also has a som} chwrca Satoctton: PRKXA PRMA 


5 j 00 


tizi 




40 BAUA DARE (B8)(BF) (Ms lymBdQR Boss Bit 

02 BOMBASTIC (OlIHRHPiinoefthd Stoner} B *811—, 
BROOKSIE (Mre Srty TmtoisD J V» B 11 


CH5T (MSA) Jane Btosyt M tantota 8 If 


54 DES8iTSRA{liSA)(2q fThsChtotao)Plta«BTl 


— J Fortran 2 

TQtinn 10 

..M Huy 0)7 
— D Bigg* If 


EMPIRE GOLD (USA) (ChsrfionfltooddocAlAflHCecIBfl- 


JLCtaks 

JCMaoB 


00 QO0WO0D CAVALER (33) (Goodnood Owws Qap} J £Xi*t> B 11 44 fflr«n»r 14 

00 HUfTHIU.(7) HxidS*tty8*Tg}SlrV PrQscaiBII _C_ N(4tto1 2 

0 MASTB4 CASTBI (9) (Casfog PBftoenfl DtataBII, fl C«ta1 

— n WB 

QDtoMd13 


MUDALAL (USA) frtandanAJMtoloirijD Matey fill 

00 PRESSURISE (7) (Ctihler* to J Carol) 5k MPietortl BN - 

STDtaiT BUS (Dwayne 1*»d^ SWbOdsfifl 

- 14 declared - 


-WRyars 

-J4D»y4 


PADDOCK CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 added 
1m 3f 183yds Penalty Value £2,994 

S0E4 PARADISE NAVY 0) (Shi RarogCtbl C EgErtenB 9 Tl L Details B 

4362B ST*TAJACK(T2)(l^d*nMESSdB)Da»Ortti9S-fl T Otari 5 B 

0550V NOCAICIflU JI5D) (firtwCOrixta) K ltorgan898 OP*ws13V 

00500 RACMSTEtB3RAPH(20}{OfWboQCAtai795 «tatt)Dayw4 

0006U AROCANSUN0fi) (M3dRtotoei)MCtBpmai492. 

81/45- AKAXJCB8)(D)(GH1iJa)JP«nce592. 


Altaian 7 

JCfrfcnlS 
-DlWtafflJ 


5300 ARMS7QN(f^(D)(totnlVhark>tiJHTi9rton582. DWBfsfJ) 3 

B20SSS SWANHUNTERp^penta'tawood)DCosgl>«492 RMUtooRM 

WOBO ARF(9(Z9(MsAnMtoHlriVJAHmto58G ftaiEddwy 2 

54 NAVAL QA1IES (12) (A J Lanra) M F4pe 4 8 G F Lynch 1 


EBF SOAR MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £4,600 added 
2YO 1m Penalty Value £4,198 

ALLMADEUP(MSA)(NBEtaAIXkM}MBelBO— II Feta* 20 


Q0 AMGU0US(C9 (AbdulahSaaedBdH4^DLader90- 
3 BERMG GIFTS (41) PF) (GSPattoeti^POtiBBO — 
2 BRUBUNG (Z7) (BF) (KAbdito) HCed90. 


J Fort** 16 
— .Doto4U7 
— K Ffilon 4 


5 CLASSKIWMCT (IS) (l*s B V Sangsta) P OraRtaHyam 9 0 ..-JBtaf 1 

ID FRANWEFEERAHflfl (VMcSad)DLodsr60 M Harry p) 5 

NOTAN (KAtodtoah) Mre A Panto 90 ACtak2 

2 MAJESnC HE 1 S (t3) (BF) fady Hamsor) J ttriop 0 0 J.DM»ri14 


2 MANTU8S 09 (Tta Batatas) PHrarto 00.. 


.CRutarlS 


3 MJHB (USA) (47) Otamcfan AJ Maktum) M Stoule 9Q HWs17 

0506 MVBTAGOGUE |(7) Pi 001 ^ Raced RHanncn 90 Draw OH* 10 

6 rtlAGOflJROPS) (N»di»Faito)|)RCl«rtai90 T Spate 3 

0 RA#«AKfflp^(TfutaTlic»u04nda?MJaita8O MtiBMarylfi 

ROLLING HKSH (CRumey) D Muray Stai 90 JF Egan 13 

0 SABRE BUTT fUB) (B Sdmto-Bcvtaa) M Ijnpktoa 9 0 DBJap9 


00 SALFORD (22) (SBeedManstalLCuaari 90 — 
SECRECY (H R H Prince Ftad Setowr) P Cab 90_ 


..RFfcwd >»8 
T (total 19 


«1S3 CHAMPAGNE ItiARRKJR (117) W (BrilMSSrgw) MCensd* 4811 J-Ctamock 12 

-133® RCntAL ROULETTE W (WJPjaefacn)SWb«lB38D NltoylSV 

U HALAVM3REAM 09) {Gsdtray SeynruO M Bdton 3 fi 9- 
■OOOM BOBBY'S DREAM (4S9 (MraPtotoMKtorar^Ml»pl(toB58fi 
000006 TOCCO£NEL(49fQ0IJRyar«Ml^an785 
-06625 MtAMMOON(®)(MBCtenttnca)GJctonecnHn#toi384 
0 BARKSTON WAIBtfOR (■) [T H Ucnil) D Sha» 3 B 3 
603654 SOBB(TT(Z7)(Nbil^rta)WJ8nc3S1 
-18 " 



.SDraooill 
_RFfianta(Q9B 


i 


BETTING: 7-4 Berrtratofo. M Entire Geld. 7-IMraMto.M w 

Preseurtoe, BMIa VAIra. CWat, Stormy Btoa, Masta CatoBA 20-t tohers 
1996: ShgtoJOto B 11 PM Eddery 2-1 © draam fl « ran 


BETTTMG: M Mata Garres. 3-1 Ptitatae Nni(4-t SMajKfc. «•( Anfoa, 9-T Bobbffl. 19-1 Sma 

Hunter, Champagne Warrim. 12-1 Royal Rodeta. 14-1 Bobby* Dream, 2D-1 ottwra 
fSBti: to Amo 4 9 9 S Ssndm 7-2 © AtofusO town (» 20 nn 


30002 UP THE WALL (11) pacy Ctrrasj Jdr Barry B D ADMy(3)fl 

COOL SPRAY (USA) (MMdDUiiAlltadDiiri}E(Xrfop SB MRtamsMI 

TAARUF(USA) (htomdanAIIMkkMn)DMoriByfiB GCartsr12 

-®dedmd- 

BETT»tG:l1-4 Mt|*sBc HBs, 7-2 Brfianting, 5-1 (ta^os, 6-1 MuNb, B>1 Brcrecy, HM Mantinto, 
Ctoretc tapwt. ia-i to An* 1M MsHi Farwl SrftinL RtoaaMoA Al Made Ife 20-1 Cltare 
199ft Ora PBoptoBOJYitwsr 5-1 (M Jtansim) town (3) « on 
FORM GUIDE 

TNs is a tough maiden with plenty open to Improvemerti. Mchaal Stoutete MUHB Is the 
choice after hla pteastog third to Harry Cedfo wrafi-regantod Saclan al Ltogfleld Hijr 1 
tie HBs again has Frankie Dettori aboard after he debut second ro tha mere eaperi- 
ancad Courtocur at Satotury with Ctesaie tapeel aeren fratangs bade to fifth Brimming 
a hot ftNourtie on hie detwt a Itomouth, warts thto longer trip totsr the second to Nar^riy 
Stoe. whle Petagoe’ debut fifth to Dr Rang (winner on Satraday) to Newbury farts tan to 
the picture. Rato Cotob newcomer Secrecy, a son to Pofish Precedent, should be noted 
tor any msrtat interest . Satoctton: MLM8 


AYR 


8 

— g 


SOW* MLnMBLUB(H9WMB&am*7V 

~ »«« 


HYPERION 

Z20 KETTLESING (nap) 2-SO Begontf&20 iy- 
cooness 3.50 Ricardo (nb) 4^0 Best Quest 
4.50 Young Ben 


250002 IDHO ADWCATE (UBffJD Note 9 7 ILPAnaqr SB 
-SdMtard- 

AMmun an^M: 7at 10b. True hsndcsp Lad Mraata Tst lb. 

BETTING: 3*1 Udgaaby Line, 4-1 togtttak, 5-1 TfceoQttaa, 11-2 One 
PorBrkya. M NtoWtaSands, u>-1 H» Pena Bbes, CMeRy* 1M 
Stas. 25-1 UrdAdveoraa 


DRAW ADVAKTAGfc Nona 

gmnj tn. ADUISSlOlb Ctb EG; Grandstand E7 (OAf^ hMtpnce). 

M Johnston 22-® 1 (537%); ABatey 

034%); DHoltend 1-73 (213%): JCarroH 17-155 tn >■ 

• FAVOU RITES: 168-478 (35.1 *L 
BUWCS5ED FIRST 


a cnl ALLIED DOUECQ ‘BUDGET BEATH®' 
O.OUI MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D)£4£001m2f 


# 


I;' 



[2^51 


5 SSssrfiiKr'iBA'S 

aswSSSEESrSS 

sS SSSSiEVdO) 

«Muee m AftB 


1 03 WATBWWE (USA) CM) J Gtwfcn 495 J Cant* 7 

2 45 CLASSIC JENNY (120) I Csrpbel 490 AUac*ay5 

3 32 RfCARDO (53J (Bf) ftCharfioriSSO SSntas4 

a 68 SANHUNCSro(l^C1tanran390JMBMcl(aowa2 

5 V&aWMLCuvendSO * KDarteyB 

6 00 THEMUWK«tl9JGcBe390 JQutanS 

7 FAUWfWGStS JLE$re389 TWStanl 

8 GOLDBISADOLEMra LPartatSfiB RCocfnnaS 

9 5B BABaLAGONZAGA(B9)JDurlop369 DHotondS 

~ 9 clactered - 

BETTMG: Event FSorrio, 100-30 WbWwtm, 4-1 Tteierarei, 7-1 Issb44- 
ta Gonrega, 8-1 Ctestec Jenrijf, 33-1 ttotart 

EBF LINFERN MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £4,550 added 2YO 7f 

AMAZONIAN Clhomtcn 90 OHnMcMnraifll 

B BEST QUEST (11) JGosden 90 JCrnoi7 

D aWEttA«f(r^J&Btece30- -JW»9 

CULCRAGGIE JLEt«90 .Tti«am«4 

NORTH OFTHEBORDSIMJofntoai 90 JR**** 5 

RANGAffiAMJctmcnSO DHotandS 

35 ROHM. IBGffTSp^D (tolar P0_ H Cochran# 1 

0 RVERSJ) STAR (26) J Berry 9 0 BSaactaaS 

" -JdtaMyfiB 

..JJohoaona 


[430 


5523) CHOCOLATE (1 9) (BFJJQjhcpB 9 

002 SEnTWB.pt0JitaMna9 ' 


-todMttrati- 

BEnwa»4 Bret Ctoato iMHWflMta. 4-1 ItapIBsjta.MaioretelB, 

7-1 SM TK M-T 8«W»hpiA Tfi-TMOfft Of The fltata2M Ctiar* 

LOCH VALLEY HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4,025 added Sf 


450 


TjBai, ISM Imperial Or Metric 

ALLOA PUBS AND RES T AURANTS 
‘BUDGET BEATEBS 
mi nee rt C7 301* added Ini Sf 



30045 GOU)H)GEfl7)MOwron30t) _AMactay6 

200050 NAtSSANT G4)M\tane494 DaraiMXfloMlfi 

000250 R|UUUM(26)(D)DNctai994 ^ROodiane2B 

OWBO ANOTHBT B1SODE p3) pD) Ite L 

ttOUB TOUN6 m W 

560000 ROiBU»»tlS8(C«NBy*ft6812 KDirteyM 

2DM42 S0inHBWIX)IBW)N»(P)ttSjC»aB58^-.- 

010000 tfeLS^Aanl-EJctoooll 

550000 SiX FOR U)CK (26) [P) D Wan 5 B 11 — G (gtotrar ^ 19 
060000 AfWT>eiNmiMReM(D)RW^58l3NWrfcy7 
338000 IEADW0 PWHCESS (CO) LRrmtteaO----- 

00(M» wsmi NATIVE (29) nSS* 8 9 . — Saa dectt B 
3E3C0 SUN^HAHSCUt(47)pSKEfflB*to48B-JCanta8 
00003 UXyrWTTgSAYtZgBMedianJST ^-^^-ate^ 

02050 MJ0IBBB^WEAl5n«381^-J^ta3 
o* 0 (ao satKa>mDQwtm*B g "i 
G0ffi2 SECONDS AWtfMJGddeflei TV®an»12 

- 20 itednd- 

BETHNQ: M Scttitm DwaWw, 7-1 Ytaao 

B*G^l«yfofi»5iqtSeo»d9Atall1M«>w 


SEDGEFIELD 


3.40 


CHILTON CLUB HANDICAP CHASE 


HYPERION 

2.10 Community Sendee 2A0 Mr Montague 3.1 0 
Monaco Gokt 3.40 Suas Leaf 4.10 Rave De 
Valse 4.40 Cheater 5.10 Brother Of Ids 


GQV4G: Good ® Rrm. 

• Left-hand. undMatfog course. Easy lances and long run-irv 

• Corase is ton SE of »m naar Juwdton of AB8B and A177. Bus 
service trom Stockton station pm) or Durham station (Cm). AD- 
MTSSfON: Paddock S (QAPs CH Course £2. CAR PARK: Pad- 
dock C2, other cor & coach free. 

• leading 7rraNg»:MreM lta v ela y6S-gwgO*lQM Moore 
■ffl-lOb (T73%1 J H Johnson *-14fi (B2%) J Wade 14-141 (39%}- 

• LEADING JOCKEYS; P Nhren 4S--EB (31B%X L Wyer 
p&4%). A Magutre 17-71 (239%). A Dobbin 14-131 (117%). 

• FAVOURITES: 20B-547 (36%). 

BUNKERS) FIRST TIME: Sweat Ctaaaux (2X1 


(CLASS E) £4,500 added 2 m 110yds 

1 -SSZ33 CROSS CANNON (4) (CD) JWatehttO APMeCOy 

2 1F21-F SUBt MMX M (CD) Ms U Ftewtey S Tl S. Pfffwn 

3 U2MP/ MOfiNWE SI MAT (554) (D) J H Jcfuson 9 tl 7A Msgnta 

4 5WP* STRONG VIEWS (18) ^ G AHwksr Y) h 7..^ATl*srton 

5 £»3n SUASL£AT(14)(CQ)JUJrffea3i7n4f Ctttsgf«fT(3) 

6 00000- UAPLEBAY (F13) (D) BEfcon BUP — CMeCw»sadt(7) 

T P01M GONE ASHORE CM) P)NBSm»6«T AOohMr 

-7rtedarrd- 

BEnMG: ft-BSuas Lara, MSBwrlO^ 11-2 CnwCMnoa. 7-1 Goar 
Artne, 101 Mspte Bay, 14-1 Homing laltay,25-l SnhgVtean 




2.10 


JOHN WADE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 


G) £2^00 added 2m Sf 110yds 

1 PBG3- CHARUST10HA(1S2}JDodfe 611U -SIWloM 

2 -13333 E8KMOKISS(48) JMKMB4117 Etaftband 

3 04» SWKTCISEAUX(34)PBwen4 it 3 LQanmhtB 

4 Pm- SBTPAGEANT(F^(D)KWi9«BrBil3...JPIelieyB 

5 -C5» RJNTLOCKftfl (CD) HAtoondsr7 ?12 JlMcftatfa 

6 O5EG0 MJLQBSIG JOYS Cia^WTriaig 511 1 — ECabghrai 

7 50M3 GIZANAU(77}QMMKto6S7 NHnrtyP) 

8 5P3Z3 WtCJCBlS Offfi p) (BF) D Getato^Y 7 04 GSD|pta 

9 -com c0MMuwrrsawtC6(i4) jNortcn6ei_jaMten 

t} BP/P0 SHfl3AK(1«JVtate8t)0 -S^« 

1) HIW- HEeAL®T(MS)BMl«TR>71IO JlMHf 

-11 doctored - 

Unman ■ogtt' 10a Due wagte ShtaaofW 13>L fbpt . Jasf taflfo 
BETTWa M Flrtiock.7-2 Eskimo NM. 01 Sr Pageant. 01 SaeM 
Ckesur, GaaraA M Wdrana 0m, 1M ChsrttHora, 101 Ceraoo- 
idty SteriMi 201 MJtenbsrg Joys, 301 otian 


SCOTMAIL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
F) £4,000 added 3m 3f 

H« DVBVU>mNOHAIBi(11}(CD)J»tid»8l20ASaBlh 

6046 RBIEDEVAL8E(M){C)RJtonsontlll B — KJMmaon 

46OB0 GALSI (23^ MsMBarehyB 1! B — Pttw 

WXXJ MANOR RHVHE A JMcOorvodfo « DO -A Thornton 

06PD3 DALUSMAMfrt) JH JotansnS Vfi -AM^Mra 

26544 JAIDflYGK(11)(CD) J&taUTI Vt> LOTtomB 

PCF05- MEESONETTC [140) BBteonS DO OT 

-7' 


Mwnran w uU f ^ lOW-Thn heneffcy walsf r Mna^miijCi" SW5&. 
BETTING: M Oaten, 01 Dtararaan, 01 Raw Da VMse, 01 Overflow- 
tog Rhm; 01 Jauaiy Jta 14-1 Ihaor Rtama. 201 Measomtia 


4.40 


2.40 


CHESTNUT HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £3,000 added 2m If 

1 Q-PBtP BURESjSt) P) MMJBfoanBII B .£Cabshto(3) 

2 30503 EUftOTYRST (20) (CO) GAFfotaBU 6- FLaahy(3) 

8 P4502 R0YKLCS£USDZ)(D) PftatS V13« — E Husband (3) 

4 33044 S»00«S«lBA{W!(CO)l*sMftaefeyBB2GUs(55 

$ 03432 HRMONtAGUEnTDimflySSS RJoInton 

6 00-002 WBr5WVBmw£(11)MYta«4tn m AS Stab 

7 03^56 SPHHG LOAD® (36) (D) JttJcfrecnC DO-AMagito* 

8 non PETWC0 (FIB) PBaUio* 5100 8 Grafton H 

-BdMtored- 

UkinunwgfC IQK TMaM&tor^ritoltwWJWTTftftMtoat T2h 
BEITl«iMftoy4{^1HtaMcrtagu^7iSttito»SMta,1MYta»- 
troVtontum, 01 Baw, 1M &mitabt, 101 Sjrt 19 Loaded, 5W Petrico 


SYCAMORE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
E) £4,100 added 2m Sf 

BSM CHEATB5(20) (t^ JHJcfnscnSil 5 JkMagdreB 

O403F TOTTSTOWU BOY(19) LtaS BrtrfxmfiS 11 5.M Fo*ar 
GPP- STBLASroRCEftH) ttaShUtertarer SMrTJBwry (7) 
PRF23 TONY'S FfflJNQS pi) MsD Thonwn BtiBAItaMon 

00P06- BSTWC (16?) J Gratis 5Tia RThpretonR 

TALL T4LEJ Watte 5113— ASSofl) 

31904- AIDEMBUIRE(1B^RJdmai81ia KJotatean 

-Tdedanri- 

BETIMGE Bwra Oraatoa, 7-2^ fcayti Feeing^ W Afcte Marnobe, iM 
CbCatoan Soy, tH taa, 201 Edstone. Stetar Forea 

ASH INTERMEDIATE OPEN NATIONAL 
HUNT FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1,500 
aided 2m If 

V BR0mm0FWS(197)(D)ltaMRaatoy41ttoPliran 
Of ACOWBlClWN{B3C0B'totipto8T14 — E Catalan (31 
1)5- FWBBnY(2471JCurto5H4 AlboBtian 


5.10 


JUSTK MACJF3zGntiU6H 4 

NATIVE SPRMGD Lotto 5114.- 


■f l»*W 

J Brats 


3.10 


RED ONION HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m Sf 110yds 

1 411-12 ACAJOU »(FR) (123) (BF) GMsattoBttO. PCartwiy 

2 Q&h ED 0 IOlU<CHTpSJ)(O JKjbfnsan5 11 7 — AMaguta 

3 1021 BaaAU(HA«(2B)(C)BBton5ti4-CMcCtaiBaek(7) 

4 ffl21 MONACO GOLD (CD) tasMftaeiBSrS B rt-Jfltfren 

~ 4 { to ttere d - 

BETTWG:0i Itavco GbU,** Etian Oneac; MltotolisfttakH Ate- 

Jarain 


5 Ra* DOME p2S)P Sown 5 II 4 BJMbmo 

OS- THWCBPOilT (231) PR T BNBty 5 11 4 LWys 

as 5M«EP0P7JBEi»i4n3 X IHCmmc* p) 

0 aWNGORO(W^HOfttaBH41l3 — *HO*raW 
B LDRD0F , nCUMJp9|0Bnn8SayB<1f3JTIW«liffi 

ALLMBEI Puieto G JI&bSi 

P0WDBlPHMIUraSat*61}G RGuaM 

0 HttDBtttE8SGBL(17))feJCrBa4tol2.__D8yn* 
4 parecrvrarpTjJCrakAiOG- — -Bimnamw 
-Mdeetaed- 

BErnHG:0l1 Bmtber0nrt*,i«^ ThraatapoW.01 Justin Mk. One. 

301 Lord Of Tbe Land, RantiDoons^ 12-1 GKongwu, M-1 FtafeetVteat 

101 HofetaMM GM. 201 PDBlta PUB. 301 tlthra* 




ihc Derby winner is a definite 
runner. ■*rdsffoaglvcoasdered 
going to the Canadian Inter- 
naiional at Woodbine because 
il’s a race he could win.” John 
Gosden. Benny The Dip’s 
trainer, said yesterday. “But the 
owner’s rather keen to go to the 
Breeders' Cup and I didn’t 
warn to take a ihree-year-old, 
fly him out to Canada, bring 
him back and then turn him 
around in 12 days to send him 
off to California.’ 

Thirty four remain in the Ce- 
sarewitch, and [be declaration 
of Canon Can, the Doncasrer 
Ctq> winner, ensures there is no 
rise in the weights. The good 
news for punters is that all the 
prominent names in the ante* 
post market are stiD in the field. 
# John Rickman, former an- 
chor man for ITV’s racing pro- 
gramme, has died aged 84. 


piriNG'S FUTURES MARKET 

V 

TOrmoi t looks overpriced at 
40 .! with Ladbrokes for the O- 
sjn^witcb at Newmarket on 
Saturday, Coral offer just 20-3. 

following his victory in the 
Grand Criterium over a mfle at 
Longebamp. Single Empire is 
A top-priced 9-2 with Coral for 
nof tyMi's2^0»G ni » !as "Lad- 
brokes offer just 3-1. King Of 
y-mp. his stablemate, is 12-1 

withLarSTrokes-'WiUiani HUJ 

and thelbie offer just 7-1. 


Single Empire is a best- 
priced 10- 1 with Coral and the 
Tble for next year’s Derby - 
Ladbrokes go just 5-1. 

Embassy, the six-furlong 
Cheveley Park Stakes winner, is 
6-1 with Coral for next year's 
1,000 Guineas - the Tote offer 
just 4-1- while Cape VferdS, who 
looks the sort to do better over 
a mile, is 12-1 with Coral, the 
Tote and William Hill go 8-1. 

-inn Davies 


[ Cesarewitch Handicap (2m If) 



Cool 

VMtanM 

Ladtmtas 

Wto 

<'_~.mnlHCeetf(ta) 

7-1 

7-1 

7-1 

7-1 

m aw» il Goadenfidite) 

7-1 

7-1 

7-1 

7-1 

ate JltowctaiWH^ 

7-1 

7-1 

01 

01 

OMMlUDutGDlBS^ 

01 

101 

IM 

*M 

iMPCttofeSU 

«-i 

101 

to-i 

11-1 

iforaciKniivt^ 

1 M 

S-1 

S-J 

1»-1 

n i i . re^UMaffetnto) 

ti-t 

0-1 

to-i 

101 

Qg fafaento D Lodatodia) 

W-l 

101 

12-1 

M-1 

n‘ ■ ...nwyfllftHBgStl 

101 

101 

101 

101 

1 .1 wMtertt iJKinflfaBte) 

to-i 

201 

201 

to-i 

iMMwn U L BteflfirttN 

25-1 

201 

201 

201 

w— oncer ULEyati7sa« 

tB -1 

201 

201 

201 

CM toMta (M JornaanAMta 

25-1 

201 

201 

201 

roui JataOJ 

33-1 

201 

Brl 

201 

SreVfcta(JLHere/7a7»4 

301 

301 

301 

301 

m.yitaantw a c Wfc lttriaiai 

301 

301 

301 

201 

States. (MJohnsmBSib) . 

301 

301 

301 

301 

DMteva ftteAPataDBdTI)) 

301 

301 

001 

301 

Motion PWWW 

3-1 

301 

201 

201 

NfatraUtifHBBfenyBdte) 

301 

301 

301 

401 

Stetey tan (M Jdntttoristlito) 

301 

401 

401 

301 

Item* (ite U ftwfayiffMtoW 

201 

201 

401 

25-1 

AndyULHarteBatoU 

301 

501 

501 

501 

Bwfa(tak(MJo!nraaV7«e^ 

301 

401 

501 

201 

HereCun»ltert>te(W5te»tyf7H2h) 

501 

401 

601 

401 

terate Rutter (D Etaonh»a2» 

401 

401 

401 

501 

Shtetown p AtafeottoMfo) 

301 

401 

501 

501 

Ttani9gltantomn<'^nri»W7fl7te( 

301 

501 

501 

801 

Grand Cre(JCUtoan/b4ifa) 

S 01 

601 

601 

601 

Grt*l Ereaby (W Sfcrey®31*D 

401 

401 

301 

301 

Itearey ftxtobe (Gay KekwayfisTOb) 

501 

501 

601 

601 

itaKnnr(CBMtavw9fa 

601 

801 

1001 

601 

Satote{AStaeteri7sO 

801 

801 

1001 

1001 

CtaVBLadUJetere&Gto) 

B 01 

«01 

S 01 

1601 

I 7.2a4(NfflwMriBtSara*^ j 


Dewhurst Stakes (7f) 



HoreefTraina) 

Coral 

WBtomNB 

Latfcrekra 

Tbffl 

Daggere Oran pi Cad) 

158 

04 

01 

08 

taertt RtoraR) 

08 

01 

M 

«8 

Central PrafipCctej 

92 

01 

01 

4-1 

fararatokflCMtont 

01 

T 02 

01 

7-1 

IrapraednrttiHAPDftteaW 

N -1 

M-1 

101 

M-1 

Mninran (AStarert) 

101 

101 

M-1 

M-1 

Desert Prtaca (Dtocteri 

201 

201 

to -1 

201 

Sentoge Springe (A PCfftianArfl 

S-1 

201 

201 

201 

PeraOtz (C Brtoto} 

401 

301 

401 

301 


aelNMyBttttooabti.ptooM, r.£3dW»ta5at**tf 


1998 2,000 Guineas Stakes (Im) 


HoerefTtaw) 

Cote 

MfentH 

Lodfaraku 

-feta 

Second Enpke (A P CtaienIM) 

02 

4-1 

01 

0 i 

Deggem Drem (H Ced) 

7-1 

01 

01 

01 

XavfrFalmFrr - 

01 

01 - 

01 

7-1 

CBrtta Pert (P Cota 

101 

101 

101 

7-1 

tOngOnOogelAPOtatanlM) 

to -1 

7-1 

101 

7-1 

famertek (ROafion) 

101 

101 

101 

101 

Htetaplirtap) 

201 

to -1 

201 

201 

j* EeclHi^ a quarter the odds, pboas, 1.43(NManart«S*«toy2.3ta | ) | 


1998 1 ,000 Guineas Stakes (Im) 


Horae (ftatar) 

Coral 

m»n 

Ladbrokes 

%to 

Eatiany{DUxki) 

01 

01 

01 

41 

LoitotoCtotofttsCHBedIR) 

01 

01 

7-1 

01 

CepetadflPChtoftaHyam) 

12-1 

01 

to-i 

01 

JfoefHCed) 

D -1 

101 

to-i 

101 


fi**^ B qurSr fle odo& ptesi r.asptewnarter&re&if 3 **) 


1998 Derby Stakes (Im 4 f 10yds) 


Horse (Totera) 

Coni 

MBomM 

Udbtokpi 

tae 

Second State tAP OBriarVW) 

101 

01 

01 

101 

Cty Honowa (P Cnap^e-Hyam) 

201 

201 

*1 

201 

ntanratikofflSkata 

201 

»-i 

»-i 

to-1 

Kepot (tow (J tofo) 

201 

to-i 

201 

to-i 

CaretePeAPCde) 

201 

201 

201 

201 

Ea^aqjem»B0diLpisxi.1.Z3&amSm^6W ] 


RACING RESU LTS 

AYR 

£20:1. COURT LANE (K Fatal) 1-3 few; 
2 . Ena 50-1:3. Spfandto 3-1 6ran.S f’A 
(D Lodei; NemfiravtaU- TWe: E12D; CUD 
Ct£5Q DF: C209Q CSF: £2333 

i50: 1. WGHT WING (K Dortey) 2-1 few; 
2. 7!» WM VWdow BM; a Ricky Ttefcy 
Dni. 4-1 5 ran. IVs */•. (W R Hern, lam- 
beurnj fota: £240; £12Ct ES2a DF; C2S00i 

CSRE50S6. 

35D: 1. MflfO (C Lowtte) 201; 2. Prince 
AMtMgh '6-2: 3- How By 8-1 IS rat. 9-2 
fav NaskH. V«. rtc (T Bherington. Malton). 
tbta: £4930; CSL70.£24Qi E34G DF: £T6XI 
CSF; £1573*1 Trcaat ElSfZflS, Trto: E46030 
3J»i.POC«V(OF«8ncOlO-l;ZShaff- 
tetataa*0l;3.A)aytod > 2ta/.lOran.Shl- 
bel Zh- (M Johraton MBtfotem) 7bw £SO: 
rasn , CL30, E2B0L DF: £2720 CSF: ESIB1 
Tricast £23S4a Trio; £324Q After B ataw- 
ardsr hquiy ptaonw unafiarad. 

420:1.ONCEl&EFCMtUKaC(ACta 

hero) 9-*: 2. Rxzair 7-1; 3. Flyaway 
8toes 101 14 ran. 01 tar Speoiraive CSVi). 
4, a Me M RsvMay; Sattbwn). Ibta: G42Q; 
ma-E&TO, 030 DF: £820. CSF: C17B4. THx 
CBftia 

4J0: 1. ZORBA (N Kennedy) 12-1; 2. 
GwHuon l&l; 3. (foot BaBaboa H -4 p tae 
11 ran. ti^ (tfw Defoe («h). \ ta. (J Het- 
herton ktofcnl Tottt ££NX Q7A £23Q 
£170. DF: B43DG CSF: £12730. Tricast 
tsnTr. Tho: maa 
Placapoc tom Oiradpoto S«sa 
PfoM ft £2W» Pto« St £16fl8a 

LEICESTER 

iao:1.0NtVIN DREAMS (MTebbuH) 
5-1; 2. AMtnpm-tilwr, 3. Chotistata Box 
14-t M nn. I’fcl’fc (B Meehan Lantxun} 
TtoK £1030; £230. £IQQ £500 DR EaSD 
CSF: Etosa. Trio; E473Q 
ZMk 1. 1/7ERARY (L Dettori) 7-1; 2. 
Knife Komatte 7-1 ; 3. Maytknrer 33-1 ; 4. 
Bold Faith M <k 20 ran. 2, 1’jt (J Gos- 
dea Nawnartrah Tbta: £790; £280; 82ACL 
£2Q7U ElSa OF: E21« CSR £50®. Trio- 
3Mt &U9B04. TriK £48480. 

2J3&. 1 .ALFAHAAL S- 1 ;Z 5tar 

T\m 7-1 ; 3. Tiilea 33-1. 19 ran. 04touDu- 
alaSMMiy^iRJsirsonHoughiorLDlck 
COL TWk £BB0; £280. E42ft DF: 
CBWa CSF: £5033. Trio: £33730 Nt 
Far* Qovemoc 

34XK 1. ASAKIR ^ Dettori) 5-4 tari 2. 
Si HetamftaU 04; 3. Abuhafl 2-1 3 ran. 
Vh. att @tead t*i Sum ffewmaitait Tbae 
£180 DF: £2jBQl CSS*-. £382. 

Mtt 1. HIDING PLACE (M Farton) B-4 
& tac 2. Piantet 7-1; 3. Rad Maple B-» jt 
tat 16 IML Hd. 8 (M Bei NewntoiHBltTbiB: 
£340; £130 £180 ClfiODF: £2270 CSF: 
£2021 IIIk £2730 NRs: Pertoa INtay. (Uy 

8cv 

4^70: 1. SECRET BALLOT (WJOCon- 
noc) 01:2. Dwadon Star 7 - 1 : 3 . Deep Wa- 
ter 01 14 ran. 7-2 tw Tyrolean Dream ( 6 tii). 
Hd. 3i (K MahdL ftorrmaritott "Woe ETLB0; 


£27U £380 EV7D DF: £57Sa CSF; £6756 

Trteast £4484nta £3tt5Q Mt SlwrWhrt 
4J» ). SHALAAt (S Caraori) 33- v. 2. 
SaguM 7-1 ; 3. WRd Sky 01 13 ran. 2-1 
tav Star tovBdsr Nth) 25 (MChapntai. Map- 
kn Raeen). Tote: £4180; Q4.7D. E2JQ, £150 
DF: £3060 CSF: £2*832. TMo: £17060 
5.00:1. IA NUTT ROSE (L Datori) 7-4; 
2. Ymtoi 6-4 tori 3. PurauB Ventura «-l 
13 ran. 4 lV«. (Saeed bto Sratx*. Nbw- 
maricet) tbta: £330; £2/HX Ctto. E173Q DF: 
£230 CSF: C4S2. Tito: Eta.to. 
jartpot Not wm. Pool ot £4jsa3l earned 
forward to Leteestw today. 

Pfacepot: £27220 QusdpoC £7000 
Piece 6: £20073 Piece 5: £14241 

NEWTON ABBOT 

2.10: 1.THURSOAY NIGHT [T J Uxphy) 
1M; 2. FmisHnO 4-5 lav; 3. Cod Wedh- 
W01 4 IML % GSL (P NdwBS). UNR £220 
DF: £150 CSF: eana 

2.40: 1. CONNAUGHT CRACKER (R 
□unwoody) 02 fav. 2. Smart Lord 7-2; 3. 
Music Ctas* 25-1 8 ran. to, It (P Hobte). 
Tbto: E2AO; £170, ElflO £220 DF: £7AO 
CSF: C1L17 

3.10: 1. AULAH (B Powel) 013 fav, 2. 

Caspian BaIoge-4-r: 3. Chlctabkidy 7-t 

4 ran. 7, 3 (P Hobbs). ■»» £150 DF: £380 
Cff: £320 NR: Nortwm SeckSec 

SA0! I.GHWrS PWD6 (AMflgJra) 04 
fav; 2. HBawfck 04; 3. Blue Ftoeetto SM 
7 ran- 4, 7. (J MuSns). Tcto: £220; £USO 
£220 DF: B45Q CSF: CW3 

4 . 1 0: 1 . ASHWELL BOY (R Duravoody) 
07Jfav;Z*lorthemSta1SWii-B;3.Mor- 
atack B-l 8MB. 2, ft (P Hobba) TtRB £150; 
£t6Q £ttt DF: «2Q CSF: £2i» 

4AQ: 1 . HARL^aUN WALK (R Thorn- 
ton) V'V br, 2. Alnapa 4-1; 3. Gama 
Dtenna 52. 7 ran.a tl (R OSutaar^lblB 
£190; DKJ £270 DF; £350 CSF: ESA 
Pfacepot £2020 Oadpot £2£0 
Ptaje ft £Ufi7 Pfa» 5: £334 


THE INDEPENDENT 
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0891 261 + 
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Welsh clubs have hardly distinguished themselves in either European competition 



ALAN 

WATKINS 

ON 

RUGBY 


The story goes that a party of 
niy feUow countrymen jour- 
neyed to Paris for Wales’ 
match with France. One of 
their number went missing 
and, after some argument, 
his companions returned 
home without him, reaso nin g 
that he was a big boy who 
could look after himself. 
When he duly turned up early 
the following week, his friends 
asked him what had hap- 
pened. *1 can tell you this 
much,” he replied. "The art of 
sexual intercourse is in its in- 
fancy in Ystradgynlais." 

On the evidence so far 
provided by the two European 
com petitions, I am tempted to 
say the same of the art of 
rugby union football in Wales 
generally. For the Welsh clubs 


have hardly distinguished 
themselves either in the 
Heineken Cup or in the Euro- 
pean Conference. True, Car- 
diff, Llanelli and Pbntypridd 
are all in the last 11 of the for- 
mer competition, England 
being represented by four 
clubs (Bath, Harlequins, 
Leicester and Wisps), France 
by three (Brive, Pau and 
Toulouse) and Scotland by 
one (Glasgow). But of the Eve 
clubs certain to go through to 
the quarter-finals, three are 
English, two French. 

There will be at least one 
Welsh club at this stage of the 
competition, because Cardiff 
meet Llanelli in a play-off at 
Cardiff. Fifty years ago, when 
Cardiff Gelded their greatest 
side (even though they would 


not have been fit enough or 
big enough to last out today), 
such a meeting would have 
drawn a crowd of 20,000. 
They will be lucky to' see half 
that number in these 
supposedly professional times, 

Llanelli 1 have not seen 
this season. They seem to 
have been having an up-and- 
down time, slightly luckier 
than their neighbours, 
Swansea, who appear to have 
become a walking journalis- 
tic cticb£ as ."the perpetual 
under-achievers of the 
competition”. 

I did, however, see Cardiff 
play Boor go in in France, on 
French television. Just as I can 
tell you that Coiomiers is a 
suburb of Toulouse and not, 
as the BBC seems to imagine, 


of Paris, so also can I supply 
the information of where 
Bourgoin is actually situated. 
It is 44 kilometres east of 
Lyons and its full name is 
Bourgoin-JeUieu. 

The team put up a spirited 
performance against Cardiff 
and were responsible for most 
of the open play. Cardiff 
relied on the boot of Lee 
Jarvis, who saw them home by 
one undeserved point. The 
Welsh side played poorly. 

I was in France for the 
famous Brive against Ponty- 
pridd encounter, but man- 
aged to catch only the 
televised excerpts. It seemed 
to me dear that the nonsense 
was started by the Pontypridd 
No 8 Dale McIntosh. 

It was equally evident. 


though I was' not -there and 
may have been misled by the 
French press, that later that 
evening some Pontypridd 
players and supporters 
entered a bar where 
numerous Brive players were 
enjoying a quiet drink and 
proceeded to belabour them, 
as a consequence of which, 
several of them had to be re- 
moved to hospital arid were 
unfit to face Pontypridd in 
their subsequent encounter, 
which turned out to be a 
draw. 

If the facts are as I have 
stated them, (and I have read 
nothing to cast any substantial 
doubt on this version), there 
is no question in my mind but 
that Pontypridd should have 
been expelled from the 


competition for this season: 
not for their behaviour on the 
field, lamentable though this 
was, but for their conduct off 
it, which was quite intolerable, 
Brive and Bath would then be 
deemed to have beaten Ponty- 
pridd, and, depending on 
points difference, one of them 
would be meeting Swansea in. 
a play-off- 

As it is, Brive play Ponty- 
pridd in France for a place in 
the last eight. This may be the 
one draw that nobody wanted 
made, but I look forward to 
the encounter. My prediction 
is that both sides will be on 
their best behaviour. 

Though I do not unsay 
anything about Pontypridd’s 
conduct off the field, and 
what its consequences should 


have been. I recognise that 
when a British Isles club side :• 
meet a French side on French 
soil, it must come as some- . 
thing of what is now celled a 

culture shock. 

In France, journalists are 
admitted to the dressing- 
room. a few years ago I found 
myself mingling with the 
players in the steam after 
Bfegles had just beaten 

Toulouse in the semi-fiaals of 

the French Cup. All three 
members of Begles’ notorious 
front row, two of whom were 

later to land themselves in se- 
rious international trouble, 
had been protecting their 
most vulnerable parts with 
cricket boxes. That just shows 
you what these ftenchmen 

ran gel up-tO. 


Has the Coca-Cola 
Cup run out of fizz? 


The winners of the 
Coca-Cola Cup will not 
qualify for Europe next 
season, which has taken 
the gloss off a 
competition that was 
already losing its appeal 
for larger football clubs. 
Guy Hodgson assesses its 
future. 


The Coca-Cola Cup begins its 
third round tonight although 
you would be hard put to find 
figures of real consequence 
who care very much. It may still 
set pulses racing in Hull and 
Stoke but among the big clubs 
it is quickly becoming an irk- 
some irrelevance. It is a com- 
petition that is out of Europe, 
out of mind and probably out 
of time. 

Take Ipswich Town. If Man- 
chester United were visiting 
Ponman Road in the FA Cup. 
Suffolk would be alive with 
anticipation at seeing Teddy 
Sheringham. Ryan Giggs etc get 
a potential come-uppence. The 
match has sold all 22X100 tickets 
yet it would be more of a sur- 
prise if Alex Ferguson did not 
field a reserve learn. 

United’s recent attitude to 
the competition has been 
ambivalent at best. In 1994 
they look an XI to Port Vale 
that was so short of first- 
tearaers that the home club 
reported them to the Football 
League for fielding a weakened 
side. The fact that United won 
2-1 undermined the case and 
the authorities at Lytham St 
Anne’s let the matter drop. 

To complicate the issue, 
seven of the team which in- 
cluded such non-names as 
Neville, Butt. Beckham, 
Scholes and Gillespie won the 


Double the following season. 
Such is the depth of young 
talent at Old Trafford, if Fer- 
guson fields John Curtis and 
Michael Clegg tonight who is to 
say that a) the normal full-backs 
are frilly fit or b) that either will 
not be established players in 18 
months’ time. 

United had that attitude 
when the winners of the Coca- 
Cola Cup still qualified for the 
Uefa Cup: they are not going 
to change it now that the fruits 
of victory will be extra matches 
offset only by a slim chance of 
going to Wembley. What will be 
interesting is how other clubs 
react. 

Newcastle have more reason 
than most to succeed, as they 
have not won a major trophy for 
all Sir John Hall’s millions, yet 
they may use tomorrow night’s 
lie against Hull to help Stuart 
Pearce and Alessandro 
Pistone’s recuperation from 
injury. Liverpool will probably 
leave out Sieve McManaman at 
West Bromwich. 

Even Arsenal, who are out 
of Europe, are lukewarm. 
Arscne Wenger will rest 11 
internationals tonight against 
Birmingham City including 
Emmanuel Petit who will have 
a bone scan today to discover 
whether he fractured an ankle 
playing for Ranee on Saturday. 

"1 don’t care if I am criti- 
cised," Wenger said. "I work far 
Arsenal and must do the best 
job for them, which means 
giving players the rest that they 
need. We would like to win the 
Coca-Cola Cup but it is not a 
big competition now that Uefa 
have said there will be no place 
in Europe at the end of it for 
the winners. 

“I will be very surprised if the 
other big teams like Manches- 
ter United. Liverpool and New- 
castle, who are entering this 


round at the same time as us, 
deride to field their best rides.” 

If the clubs are losing inter- 
est, then there is evidence to sug- 
gest supporters are going the 
same way too. Manchester City 
attracted only 12JI63 for the 
home leg against Blackpool in 
the first round, half their normal 
attendance, while Bolton could 
tempt just 6,444 people to the 
spanking new Reebok Stadium 
for the visit of Leyton Orient. 

The League’s solution has 
been to go to the European 
Commission in an attempt to 
have the Uefa Cup pface re- 
stored although il is unlikely they 
will succeed as Europe's gov- 
erning body has already said they 
will do so if the Premiership is 
reduced from 20 to 18 clubs. 
Turkeys are more likely to vote 
for Christmas than chairmen far 
a smaller honeypoL 

As for Ipswich they can only 
hope they will not suffer Port 
Vale’s embarrassment and 
suffer defeat at the hands of 
youthful Manchester United 
side their own supporters did 
not feel were good enough. “I 
don’t think it’s in our remit to 
complain if they field a weak- 
ened team,” David Rose, 
Ipswich's secretary said. “The 
Football League are aware of 
the situation and I'm sure they 
would look at it after the game." 

And, in all probability, turn 
a blind eye. The Port Vale 
match three years ago set a 
precedent that the League 
would find hard to ignore. 
Leading dubs are looking to 
Europe League than a flat 
Coca-Cola and the competition 
is likely to become the province 
of the bottom half of the 
Premiership downwards. 

There is a future for the 
League Cup, but it is along the 
lines of a glorified Full 
Membets Cup. 



Chile move 


closer to 
qualification 



Chile thrashed Fferu 4-0 in Sun-^ 
day's penultimate round 
South American World Cigr.' . 
qualifiers to emerge as the* : 
favourites to take the section'll 
fourth World Cup place. 

Uruguay are out of con-; 
tention despite a 0-0 draw away 
to the group leaders, Argenti--; 
na, who had already booked - 
their trip to France 98 along wilhi 
Colombia and Paraguay. ; 

Bolivia saw their hopes van--; 
ish after losing 1-0 in Ecuador;/ 
who kept their chances of a first 
World Cup appearance alive. ; 
Ecuador need to beat Uruguay .' 
away in their last game on 16r. 
November and hope that Chile ! 
and Peru fail to win homq 
games against Bolivia anj tmi 
Paraguay respectively. : •/.' 

Mexico must wait to quati-' 
fy from the Concacaf zone aJk 
ter they were held -2-2 in, 
Canada, for whom Plymouth's 7- 
Carlo Corazzin was on target. - 


Wbrtd Cup: South America 

Argentina fl WwOTT- - —0 ' 

60000 ■' x \ 

(at Ext actio Monumental. BotmxAtos) ■ 
Paraguay (0} — *~1 V p wi iite (tfl — -Or, 
tbrroa 69 40000 - 

(at Eaodb OHtvnamcWCnsoa Asuncion) 

Ecuador (q MMa (0) -~- 0 ; 

Grarfari 27 

(at EstacBO Uodeh, Guayaquil] 

ChHa (1) , * PWU P) 0 : 

Safes Q. 82.00 76000 

Reyes 59 

(at Euarto National sOcSum. Santiago) 

Top four quality P W D L F APt» : 


Paraguay (Ql fi 9 2 

Colombia fO) — 6 8 3 


8 S 2 22 * 29 : 


9 2 4 21 a 20 1 


« 8 4 5 29 C 23 


15 6 3 B 8 till. 


♦ S 8 0 18 17 


Uruguay IS 5 3 7 O IB 18 

VMMxwts ,« 0 3 0 8 41 3 


omdte; Oite v BatvO: ftrv v f 
guay vEcuadoc 


Concacaf final round 


Steve Ctaridge scored the winning goal in last year’s Coca-Cola Cup final replay that took Leicester City into Europe this 
season. With that reward taken away, however, the competition is losing credibility Photograph; Michael Stede/Empics 


Canada (0} —3 Mexico ft) a 

Canamas AJhra 8 nsoo- 

64 RRwnlrsi75 

(at CoamanveaUi oadkm, Edmonton] 

Tbp tfvm quaffly P W D L F APta 

Muleo 7 4 3 0 20 4 18 

Jamaica __8 3 3 2 5 « 12. 

Unttad Saw 7 2 4 1 n 7 in 

B Salvador a 2 3 3 7 0 9 

Coda Rica B 2 2 4 7 8 8 

Canada 8 1 3 4 4 » a 

Remaining fixtures: 2 Nor. Mexico vUrtfod 
States. 9 Nov: Canada v Uhted States B Set- 
wdarvJameica, Meoco v Costa Hca. 16 Nov: . 
JmgJca»Mgacg Costa Rfcaw Canada. 
ad Stales « B Salvador. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


HOCKEY 


Good news for Goodway as scrum-half Crompton has change of heart 


Jackson’s switch profits Peterborough Town 


Oldham’s players have won 
the right to ply their trade 
elsewhere, giving Great Britain 
a boost on the eve of naming 
their squad to face Australia 
next month. 

The Oidham captain, 
Martin Crompton, one of the 
only two scrum- halves in the 
preparatory squad that will be 
whittled down to 22 today, had 
pulled aul of contention, say- 
ing that he was disillusioned 
with Lhe game. 

However, he has now been 


persuaded to make himself 
available again, following the 
decision of the liquidators yes- 
terday to withdraw their appeal 
against the players' attempts to 
become free agents. 

A tribunal which was meant 
to decide the issue today has 
been cancelled and players such 
as Crompton, who has intereaed 
both Salford and Halifax, Paul 
Davidson, who has signed reg- 
istration forms for St Helens, 
and Paul Atchesou will be able 
to start careers elsewhere. 


Others may discuss terms 
with anyone who comes to the 
rescue of the relegated and 
debt-ridden dub before next sea- 
son, but any revived dub will 
have lost its most valuable assets 
Crompton is an Irish in- 
ternational, but unproved at the 
highest leveL The G real Britain 
coach, Andy Goodway, was 
keen to have him available, 
however, because of a chronic 
shortage of alternatives. 

With Shaun Edwards and 
Tbny Smith both needing knee 


operations, Bobbie Goulding 
was left, when Crompton with- 
drew, as the only fit serum-half 
in the squad. 

His latest suspension means 
that he has not played since 24 
August, a gap of almost 10 
weeks to the date of the first 
Test at Wembley on 1 Novem- 
ber. Nor was the turbulent 
Goulding in the most convinc- 
ing of form before his ban, so 
going into a Test series without 
cover for him would have been 
unthinkable. 


Without Crompton's change 
of heart, Goodway would have 
had to look outside his original 
squad, calling up a novice like 
Sean Long, Guulding's under- 
study at St Helens, a gifted 
prospect but raw. 

Another club's future is in 
doubt, with Prescol going into 
administration under pressure 
from a brewery. The club’s 
chairman, Geoff Fletcher, in- 
sists that Prescot have no debts 
and will fight for their survival. 

- Dove Hadfidd 


Steve Jackson, Peterborough 
Town's new coach from the ath- 
letic club across the city, has 
guided his side to a splendid 
start to ihc season, with 16 goals 
in iheir opening two games in 
the Adnams East Premier. 

Hat-tricks at the weekend 
from the captain, Mark Britton, 
and Paul Thncred set up the 
8-2 victory against Luton Town 
with Ganry Hales, the new- 
comer from Spalding, com- 
pleting the scoring. Town arc 
still waiting for a fust league 


goal of the season from the nor- 
mally prolific Steve Gregory. 
Cambridge City are the only 
other team on maximum 
points. 

Brian Lock was again on 
form for high-scoring Chich- 
ester with a hat-trick in their 
7-1 win against Herne Bay to 
head the ESL South Premier. 
Henry Strernes, with a brace, 
and one each from Andrew Sa- 
vory and Andrew Richards 
completed the rout 

City of Portsmouth, rele- 


gated from the National 
League, are malting a deter- 
mined bid to regain their senior 
status. Visiting Southampton^, 
they beat Trojans 6-0. -L 

Another side on m aximum ? 
points is newly promoted East-:-, 
cote, who beat Puriey 4-2. For-; 
mer Slough players Jon Curtiss'' 
and James Grant, along withU 
Dicky Brittain and Simcyjd: 
Samuel, completed foe scaring^' 
Derek Hodgson and Danny; 
Bolgar replied for Parley. . 

- B/fl 


Disgruntled Villeneuve ready to consider leaving Formula One 


Whether or not Jacques 
Villeneuve becomes world 
champion in the last race of 
the season, he may not 
choose to continue radng in 
Formula One. David Tremayne 
examines a climactic end to 
the drivers* championship. 


Jacques VUleneuve’s chances of 
keeping the two points he scored for 
finishing fifth in Sunday’s Japanese 
Grand Prix are remote. Suzuka 
should have yielded the 26-year-old 


French-Cauadian the world cham- 
pionship crown, but instead he 
raced under appeal after receiving 
a ban for yet another offence of ig- 
noring a yellow caution flag. 

The regulations specifically de- 
mand that drivers slow down for 
waved yellow flags, which warn of 
potential hazards ahead. Villeneuve 
ignored one in Argentina and an- 
other in Imola earlier this year, and 
when he ignored a third at Monza 
in September he received a onc-race 
ban, suspended for a probationary 
period of nine races. When he 
sped past Jos Veistappen's aban- 
doned TVrrell od Saturday morning 


In Suzuka, again ignoring yellow 
flags, foe international governing 
body of motor racing, the FIA, 
banned him from the Japanese 
Grand Prix and only relented when 
the Williams team appealed. 

The auguries for the success of 
this appeal are unfavourable, by the 
most charitable estimate. When 
Jordan appealed against a one-race 
ban for Eddie Irvine after an inci- 
dent in the 1994 Brazilian Grand 
Prix, the ban was not merely upheld, 
but tripled. Later that season 
Michael Schumacher and Benetton 
appealed against disqualification 
from the British Grand Prix for ig- 


noring the black flag which demands 
that a driver stop racing immedi- 
ately. A $25,000 fine(£14,75U) was 
multiplied by 10, and Schumacher 
was banned for two races. More re- 
cently, Mika Hakkinen raced under 
appeal in the Belgian Grand Prix 
following a fuel infringement in 
practice. When McLaren's appeal 
was heard, Hakkinen lost his third 
place and the team's fine was dou- 
bled to $50,000, There is a dear les- 
son here: mess with the FI A at your 
peril. It is easier to find Lord Lu- 
can than a successful appellant. 

"We think an appeal was a good 
idea,” Villeneuve insisted, “because 


five other drivers did the same thing 
at the same time on the track. It was 
important for us to race in Japan, be- 
' cause you never know whether the 

FLA might allow us to keep the two 
points, and let me off the suspension." 

In the real world this is regard- 
ed as little more than folly by 
Williams, and bound to end in 
teats. And lhe incident may not just 
cost Villeneuve the world Lille. 

Speculation even before Suzu- 
ka suggested strongly that be may 
be having second thoughts about 
continuing in Formula One. He de- 
tests the narrow cars which the FIA 
is introducing for 1998. and their 


grooved tyres, and has frequently 
dashed on the subject with the FiA 
president. Max Mosley. Above all, 
he relishes the danger element of 
motor racing, and has often hint- 
ed, publicly, and privately to friends, 
that he might reconsider bis future 
if he lost the thrill of driving. Few 
drivers really possess the strength 
of character to walk away when an 
indulgent and lucrative lifestyle 
turns sour, but Jacques Villeneuve 
is enough of a maverick to da just 
that, regardless of the contract that 
he has to drive for WUliaoB in 1998. 

“Definitely I find it very difficult 
to accept.” he said. “It’s a heavy blow 


now that we are fighting like this at 
the end, for the championship-* 
“W; have seen in the past before* 
m the last race that the man who.’ 

is a point ahead can afford to be very 
•aggressive with the one who is be- 
hind, Williams technical director, 
Patrick Head, said on Sunday nighty 
and if both cars don’t finish...,^ 
saw that with Damon at Adelaide . 
in 1994. 1 view that as deliberatere- 
moval of one competitor by an- 
QLher. But the difference is that 
where Hill plugged on towinhiS ti- ; 
tie two years later, there ig 4 real 

nnnmva tL n . V rn 1 ' 


, J mere 18 3 re?u . 
chance that Villeneuve just. might: : 
choose not to stay around that long! 
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foremy Guscott is out of 
tlhe frame butjonah 
Lomu is back in the 
Picture- Chris Hewett 
Reflects on a bad news 
day for England as they 
prepare for a 'severe 
examination by the 
tiugby union 
^jpepowers of the 
Southern hemisphere. 


M6BY UNION 

pulls 
out as Lomu 

back 

nches “» almost every other 
of their squad; Andrew 
Mehrtens and Carlos Spencer 
are probably the best outside- 
halves in Test rugby, the eight- 
roan loose forward contingent is 
of the highest possible calibre 
wnh Sean Fitzpatrick, Norm 
Hewtt! and Anton Oliver all 
available, they possess three of 
“e top four hookers curremJv 
Plying their trade in the front 
rows of the world. 

By way of response, Clive 
Woodward, the new England 
coach, has drafted 1 7 new faces 
into his elite squad for tomor- 
row’s training ran af Bisham 
Abbey. The notable additions 
include Matt Peny. ihe excit- 
ing utility back from Bath, and 
two rather more familiar Lon- 
don-based back-rowers, Ben 
Clarke and Chris Sheasby. 

There are interesting de- 
velopments in the front row, 
too, where Will Green of Vthsps 
makes a first appearance 
among the top dogs and a re- 
juvenated Victor Ubogu earns 
a recall after a series of startling 
performances for Bath. 

“It’s a huge shame for Gus- 
cott that he will not be having 
another crack at the three 
southern hemisphere nations 
but it’s not the end of the 
world for us; it gives someone 
else a chance,” said Wood- 
ward, positively. “It’s 99 per 
cent certain that the players for 
the four Tests a gains t Aus- 
tralia, New Zealand and South 
Africa will come from this 
squad, which I will regard as be- 
ing on tour once it assembles 
in the second week of Novem- 
ber." 

iND 9OUA0 flor trirkn U Bstam 
tomorro w ): Bachs: T SUmpaon 
atta) N Baal (Northampton), J 


English rugby fought its very 
Own version erf the Battle of the 
Bulge yesterday and found ir- 
self defeated on all fronts. No 
sooner had Jeremy Guscott, li- 
ons superhero and the angle 
most potent offensive weapon 
in a red rose army short on at- 
tacking panache, declared him- 
self a non-starter for this 
autumn’s four-Test campaign 
than a certain Mr J Lomu of 
id. New Zealand, re- 
nted fit for duty after 12 
long months in the All Black 
field hospital It was not what 
the England hierarchy wanted 
to hear. 

The bulging disc in Guscott's 
back will sideline the Bath cen- 
tre for a minim um of another 
four weeks and if his worst fears 
are confirmed when specialists 
perform a further scan on the 
damaged area next month, 
surgery will be the only answer. 
Guscott was keeping his own 
counsel yesterday but many of 
his closest dub-mates suspect 
he is about to call it a day at 32. 

Meanwhile Lomu, who 
^tyuiges in areas where rival 
players tend not to have places, 
is hack in business after a suc- 
cessful year-long fight against 
a degenerative kidney disease. 
The man who single-handedly 
slaughtered England in the 
1995 World Cup semi-final in 
Cape Town is included in a 36- 
man New Zealand squad of 
quite awesome strength for 
the forthcoming nine-match 
tour of Britain and Ireland. 

“Td love another crack at the 
POrns,” the ou isized 24-year-old 
wing said yesterday. “I was told 
after playing for Counties on 
Sunday that the All Black 
•caches wanted to speak to 
' me and it was obviously going 
to be good news or bad news. 1 
was so exdted that 1 didn't sleep 
much. I’m just glad to be part 
of the team once more.” 

Lomu joins Jeff Wilson, 'Etna 
Umaga and Glen Osborne in a 
wing quartet of frightening quaj- 


ENGLANO SOUAD j 
Abbey tomorrow): I 
(Newcastle). N Baal (Northampton), 
MaHndar (Sale). AAdobayo (8Nh) T Balm 
(Safe). J Bwiffay (Newcastle}, P da 
GtaiwHa (Bstti) WOgmwood (Leicester) 
N'Graanfltoek (Wasps). M Barry (Bath), If 
CattjH«Cbi JU>I^We»ottXf3k30f»*lMLe . 
Grayson ( Northa mpto n) , A King (Wasps),' 
A. Hoatoy .(LatcMWX M= Dawson 

(Northampton). It Brac a kan (SteracenaL 

Forwards: J Leonard (Hansoms), G 
Rcwntraa (Lticwtor) W warn Otasps) K 
YMm (Bath) P Victory (Gtouawter) V 
Ubogu (Bath). H Ragan (Baft) P Ora an 
ing {Gfouoestofl 8 Mtohan (Wrepai S 
Shaw (Wasps) DGi a wooefc (Samoans) M 
Johnson (Lwcesto), G Archer (Nawcaa- 
tto) LDaflapto (Ytopfl) AD|proaa(SatB- 
cens). R HID (Saracens) R Janfclna 
(Hmtequfts) B Chaim (Htotirnond) If Cor* 
■y (Lanestai) N Bade (Lalcasn) CShaas- 
by (Wtopat Selected tat wW not train 
Murad): D Rees (Sale) J Malktt (Bath) 
T nodber (Northampton) 

NEW ZEALAND SQUAD (for raw match 
tow of Great Brttoto, B Nov to 6 Dec): C 


A Mehrtens, M Robinson, J Preston, J 
MarahaA, Z Brooks, S SunUga, T Ran- 
M, A Hops, T Btsctodtfw, J KronfddL 
H Carter. A Biowars. R Brooka, I Jonas, 
H CunfeatoR C Rtoctwkmm. C Dowd, H 
ABan, O Bnwn, C BanraB, G SMm; 8 Fto- 
Patrick (capq. N HawM. A OJfwt 


AMERICAN FOOT RAI I 

New England 
bounce back 
but Tampa Bay 
lose again 


Launching into a new season 
with a winning sequence can 
sta n to become such a burden 
that defeat can come almost 
as a relief, fanciful notions of 
invincibility swept away, a 
club can get back to reality 
and pul pursuit of a place in 
the Super Bowl in perspective. 

So it was with New Eng- 
land. The Patriots won their 
first four games this season, 
outscoring mostly weak op- 
ponents 130-40. Then they ran 
into Denver Broncos, them- 
selves unbeaten, and lost 
34-13. “You can’t sit there and 
linger and lids your wounds all 
week and pout about iL," run- 
ning back Keith Byars said af- 
ter the Patriots bounced back 
Sunday with a 33-0 win over 
(lie Buffalo Bills to stay a 
game ahead of Miami at the 
top of the AFC East. 

Drew Bledsoe threw two 
touchdown passes and Curtis 
Martin ran for 99 yards for the 
Patriots, who intercepted four 
passes from Buffalo back- 
ups Billy Joe Hobert and 
Alex Vhn Pelt. They came in 
for Todd Collins, who left with 
a bruised left shoulder an Buf- 
falo’s second possession. “1 
was too excited," said Hebert, 
who had not thrown a pass 
this season before Sunday. 

If the Buccaneers licked 
their wounds after their joint 
best start to the season end- 
ed in defeat against Green 
Bay last week, they have some 
more licking to do. They lost 
again Sunday. 27-9 at borne to 
Detroit. Now 5-2, they have 
dropped into a tie for first 
place in the NFC Central. 

“We need to keep im- 
proving,” quarterback Trent 
Differ said. “The last three 
weeks, J think we Ve taken a 
step backwards... We’re still 
in good position. Nobody’s 
han ging their head. But our 
goal is to get better every 
week, regardless of whether .. 
we win i>r iose.”_ _J 

fiany ‘ Slanders ITthree- ' 
-times National Football 
League rushing champion, 
ran for 215 yards and scored 
three touchdowns as Detroit 
ended Tampa Bay’s eight- 
game run of wins at home. 
Sanders, scored on runs of SO 
and 82 yards and caught a sev- 
en-yard touchdown pass from 
Scott Mitchell. Sanders, who 
was held to 20 yards in a loss 
to the Bucs earlier this season, 
moved ahead of Jim Brown 
into fourth place on the 
league’s career rushing List 

Sander was not the star on 
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New England 1 !* Ty Law leaps above Buffalo Bills’ Andre 
Reed to intercept a pass by Joe Hobert Photograph: AP 


Sunday. The lead role fell to 
Jacksonville's James Stewart, 
who became the fourth play- 
er to run for at least five 
touchdowns in a game as the 
Jaguars beat the Philadel- 
phia Eagles 38-21. 

Stewart scored on runs of 
seven, eight, two, one and one 
yards in Florida, and became 
. the first player to rush for five 
touchdowns since Buffalo's 
CbtSde'GSdmsi on S Decem- 
ber- 1963, against the New 
York Jets. Ernie Nevers and 
Jim Brown are the only other 
players with at least five and 
Nevers has the record with six. 

“I can't be mentioned with 
those guys,” said Stewart, 
who ran for 102 yards on 15 
carries after replacing injured 
starter Natrone Means. 
“They’re all great running 
backs. My career is young." 

Stewart ran for three first- 
quarter scores as the Jaguars 
jumped into a 21-0 lead. 

Green Bay escaped with a 


24-23 win in Chicago as the 
Bears failed to convert a two- 
point conversion with Imin 
54sec remaining. 

Brett Favre passed for 
three touchdowns and Green 
Bay (5-2) took advantage of 
Chicago’s unsuccessful gam- 
ble to move into a first-place 
tie with Thmpa Bay in the 
NFC Central. 

The Bears pulled within a 
point with 154 r to pi oh Eriic 
Kramer’s 22-yard touchdown 
pass to Chris Perm. The coach. 
Dave Whnnstedt, went for the 
lead, but Kramer’s short pass 
sailed over Rayinont Harris. 

In other games, Atlanta 
won their first game of the 
season, beating New Orleans 
23-17, Miami beat the New 
York Jets 31-20, Tfennessee 
beat Cincinnati 30-7 and Pitts- 
burgh beat winless Indi- 
anapolis 24-22. 

Baltimore, Denver, Kansas 
City, Oakland, San Diego and 
Seattle did not play on Sunday. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


* American football 

NFL: Green Bay 3* Cheapo 83: JadgoWa 
zt ; Aflanto 23 NSW CMsans 
S^Nm England 33 BuftatoB Uteri 31 NY 
ZD; Deft* 27 Tampa Bay BiTbmwsw 
. .aOCintimaM 7; San Frenctec o_30 SI to ug 

ID. NY Giants 27 Arizona 13; Mtewswa 21 

CtecfinaU 

Baseball 

NATIONAL LEACWECHMJP^®^- 

Ttorida2 Aflantai (FkmcktloadbmM'Sw- 

an senes 3-3} ■ 

TUIBBCAM LEAGU E CHAMPI ONSHIP: 
CkMtand 8 Batamcre 7 (Gfewfcncf toad fit**- 
ofeenvi series 3~1). 

Basketball 
BUDWQSER LEAGUE 


OeaUf London Leopold* . 7 

London Ibwan 1 

HmMnghsm — ... 

nmwa VaBov rigara £ 

SbsBWd Shark* 6 

Worthing Boars 9 


.Manchester Giants 6 

H aar ca a da Eagtoa 8 

: Wcastar RktortL -~g 

r Storm 

I pataca S 

I Royals 7 



LPtS 

1 13 
1 12 

0 ID 

1 10 

2 8 
5 a 
2 6 

3 e 

5 .6 

4 4 

5 2 
7 2 
7 0 


Kkfctonrinetar Harters; MJnaMon l 

Entey: Wnatort Uded or AmoU tom 
rift: Soiitfiportv North Fan** UNM; Sn*r 

triage CfHticv SolhiA Bor oiyn lttiy paratey 

Victoria v Boston Unrtad: At'xAamvMom- 
cambe mas to l» payed Saturday 29 Oo- 
toDorj. 

liajlONWOE FOOTBAL L LEAO t feRalBre 
dtangea: 33 Oet Charten w Blmtep- 

nam (Kwn 27 Ocfl. W2*Ocfc Doncam * 

SO Dad- 

AVON INSURANCE COGNATION Fte 

DMalon: poaeponact Brighton vwwnf* 

w*>gg«Tpft*J- 

MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER Ptojwff Onto 

SSSSHE 

Crew a VMm confer****: Cotoredo 
ftapkfc 1 Dafcs Bian ft 

Goff 

The Open Championship wH return 
to Royal Lytham m 2001 attar 
3 years. Although. MuiHfeE 

has not staged the event same 19 9< 

togs, the decision has been taken by 

the Royal and Andent Club to award 
\jftham fts 10th Opea 



art fi8 70 70 68 278 C Parry 68 73 68 89; L 


JanzMi 72 86 71 70: 9 Lo>*ry 68 68 A- 70; 

J Stow 68 TO 69 72. 279 D Tbms 68 72 73 

06; 8 Antetoa 08 72 8B 6fc B ftyart 84 70 

.. M 68897V 2B0TAI- 


moor 67 73 73 67; C Smift 08 72 71 

rani 70 70 71 08 284 B KJOhBB (A^ 

73 71 287 P 1tottian0 (NZ) 09 W 70 

LEADING WORLD RANKINGS 

■taatd): 1 G — 

2TWbod» 


J Du- 
67 73 


bNKiMGS (US inlaw 

pageTO 

kprtiri. tGB) B88;*T 

fepwartaaaDLow 

- flURI... .JMb3; lOPtflckabona-'^ 

11Jl4anara702;12SHodi&83;l3BFax- 

onfiSKIAS EMtoton (Aua)8Si;15FCou- 

ptaa 048; 16 N FreJo ;OS) R<2; 17 V Staflhl 
SJi ; 19 8 Jonas 


r )630;188Langar( 

A -, 20 J Pionuv* - 



^CAHE 

} Brat iwntfc Httm (Sco) WJ 

> 7-S 6-7 7-6; R Conte iSco)U R 
_ (SCO) 5-7 7-0 7*; M <kiQ (Eng) 
8 rS HshhO (Eob) T -5 . 

Cricket 

br 2i ASad Bank LiritadlG CT5 tor 3 rtac. 


Hockey 

MEN'S HSMTEMUNEAN CUP Flnafc Uy 

1 &jypt Z 3nJ/4ft ptaca: Franca 3 Gtorattar 

ftShtetc Qtrei >4 PortuonJ 1 7itvnteMri- 
nsasacaOL 

Ice hockey 

NWj Detroit 4 Calgary 4 (09 i Los Angeles 

7 Ottawa 4, 


Rallying 

SAN REMO RALUT 


nir imHini rerei: *# * D Du^ §7 66 7i 


<rf- 


aubWi Lancer EV4 +Z7; 4 C Safni (Sp) Ftart 

Escort WlflS +29; S D Aurtot (TV) Tbyott CorcT- 

la WRC +34; 6«= J Kanldcunen (Bn) Fotd Es- 

(XftVmCAAgWW toyotaOBfcaGr4 +37; 
8 C Mcftaa (GB) SiOaru kroaza WRC +«; 
g P Andreucd (H) RenaiA Magana Wt Car 
+trtn 06S8C ID U NIttBI (Go0 MbubtaM 
LancarEVS +1^3. 

Shooting 

Zhao Ying and Xu Ylmin, ot Chna, 
tendaybrciketheworklwomehlBstan- 
dffldrtBe prone record whan ihey both 
shot 587 points at CtinaS Eight N»- 

Dona! Games. The pravtouo reccxd of 

596 was set by Irina Shlcwa of the for- 

ma Soviet Union or 15 August 1990. 

Swimming 
Chen \fen, of China, , 

world womanfe 400 metres I 

medey recocd st the Chinese National 

Games in Shanghai. The 16-year-oSd 

docked 4irin 3A79sec to better the 

of 4:36.10 recoftted by the 

1 Petra Schndder at the 18B2 
Wbrld Championship*. 

Tennis 

LYON MOTS GRAND PRDC P) Single*. 
M nx>te R Rmbaig (US) M F OereNBon 
7-6 5-7 6-r; T Haas (Gar) in A Portae (Sp) 
6-188. 

CZECH MOTS OPEN (Ortrava) Stnd«3, 

firetieuncfc X Kucam (SteteD ttk araasert 


) 7-6 84; K Carbon (Don) M A OBrian 
I 78 6-7 7-8; D Naidao (10 ta C Ruud 

1 62 67 7-6; J KrosiaH (Stovak) bt S 

1 7-8 64; J Nowak (Cz Rap) bt G 
I (SA) 61 61 
ATP TOUR RANKINGS: 1 P Sampraa (US) 



set world 

and total 

a! 


FugmEs. 



Football 


MartowvHLanartbidiTlwryvminm.'niinl 
DMalon: Croydon Afrtebc w Atesy; Fort v 
; Homdurcti ' “ 


1 w Carrbeitoy; lOngteuy v 

Doting 

UWBOWISAffllEPrerrireDIv M oneAlhte- 
Cham v Bamoar SridflC Lnv 

castor v Coteyn Bsy; Laigfh RM v Wntioo. 
Puncom v WaacBfe Sqroagri: ^ »nn)mea ’ v 
~ Draytedm v 


ambIw v So nth a n n*pn(7-*5) — 


,ps lUBjv1kanBiW£ 


Stmt* -to* vux&te 
) item or CahB.Twm y Brarirae 

10 Rente Tbrei or Goydonv Ram- 

4 DtenoMte * 


■/Oty: Skusester Gfy y 

tavCsraWtadAIhfefe SIweh I 



S^bhcoc^colacup 

SSSSvo^i 7 -^ 

ssEaSSsssa 

Q*rWE®^Jui|fl4« Second Dtwtafcft! 

In^'j’lJ ^^^^^pScaiBorttadvOwi- 

SSI * U5 * BWon v 


^rtLcoiHanopala Tbwn v NaftarfteM.'JHll- 

mgton v Great Harwood. I MQ» flat 
mint BabnvBurim; &ieS*rti!)0PSv R» 
layCetic. 

DRIWTOfStfitoUERrnterPM riaiiAm- 

faKivSaSabuy 


I DNMoib BWOTl v BMtorgQ wwtam 

v HMday U« Strited v 

if H u hi n Tli f&fyfrtnfy^rifaidvBnttfcfcy SOW* 

SXKcwwttiS 

vlte*ltani;TliriMdJNvErtft&BeMtiera:Vte- 

(srioovlev Newport IdW 

WtHlUNKEJIPfiESSMflJLWpALUANCe 

VUIerted v Botenere Si Meharis. 

UHLSPOFTUNTTOaJWlTraL^*^ 

trier Ofwi*n:BU*hgfMm T&re»voe*o«flH. 

^WSONEASTERNUA^P[»**;“*' 

riueByOtyvNnon; aBriTtemoulh vCtac- 
ton 

JENSON WESSEX LEAGUE Portente* fW 


UtajETSUSSEX COt^TY LEAGt gRrti ”- 

«Wok BcqjaeeM v Hritiiam; Ubtarantiton 


V Chlchesar; Ftecrimm 6 Wacom ba v 
Paglian; ftetM v WHtehawk John O’Hara 
Leap* Cup tint round: Three Bridges v F8ng- 
mu. 

ARWyrrDBURANCX NORTHERN LEAGUE 

Hrat DSmca: Earington t Barinann TBntes; 

Muprih w Jarrsw Roomg:Souft ariUieSu- 

NORTHBW COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE Pra- 
te* DMalon: Huckn* « HatfWd Mah; Lhe 

vOamllTw^OKteAktenvEcdMHkPIck- 

S^TOfaflECTLEAGUEPrmrireOM- 
riarE Odd Down w Chad. 
NAflONg mE OO LD CUPSatetoaAsaBri- 

mm? iirn^r&lSadere Sa^nB^AHfcv 

LrtWcf.BonacrvUmBvadytAd; DlatftryvCc*- 

arabB Seedon C: NMy v Gteitcran; Ornagp 

’KmnvCafftfc. 

PONTtNS LEAGUE F tat DMataic Notts 

County » Manchester C*y (H* Snared DM- 

AVON D6URANCE COMBOIATtON Brat D(- 

yWcMcCnori Palaca v WftrUedon (24 (at 

PtoMtlowf, MhbI vSaarenFton(24; Wad 

mm w ftjrtBKiuft pMJ (tfSoumaid Unted 

FQ. 

Rugby Union 

CLUB MATCHES: Beth « Oxford 

CT;Qwtel^U*re%v N a1f M t | d o ii 


214 D Sapskxd ®9; 2S2 M Las 128; 290 L 

M8fgan-G<:316JOriaadoTtS32( MMacta- 

g»n HO; 42S N QoukfM; 448 A Parrnar 5S 

Weightlifting 
LiZhua, of China, 

necottte h the snatch, 

Ift In the vromerts 5! 

ChinaS National 
snatched 95kg to beat the previous 

mark of 88kg set by her compatriot 

Jang Baoyu tn Jiy 1995, Jerked 
1225kg to better the previous malt 

cl naskg set In October 1994 by com- 

patriot uu XJuhua and set a total Eft 
of 2175kg, bettering the previous 

world mark of 1975kg, also set by Liu. 
EarfctXiraFsn snatched 5SMg and 
jerked 1175kg to set a work! record 
total ift ot 2025kg in the 46kq cate- 
gory. The previous mark of fcSkgs 
was set by Chinese Guan Hong n 
April last year. Xhg broke her own 
wyW Jerk reemJ erf 1055kg set in July 
this year and the previous 
record of 8151 
Jiang Yinsuh 


TODAY'S NUMBER 


100 


The number of seals alto- 
cated to Jamaican foolbal 
fans at next months vital 
World Cup qualifier in 0 
Salvador. The Cuscata- 
lan staefium has a capac- 
ity of 38000: 5,000 
Jamaicans had been plan- 
ring to travel to the game. 


EQUESTRIANISM 



Durham’s dedication means 
all’s well with Welham 


Keeley Durham^ Virtual 
Village Welham was 
named as the Duphar 
Top Horse at yesterday's 
Animal Health Trust's 
Awards lunch in London. 

Genevieve Muiphy finds 
out how John Whitaker 
first came to ride 
Welham, and the part 
that Durham now plays 
in her horsed career. 


The origins of John Whitaker's 
wonderful partnership with 
Virtual Village Welham, now 
17 years of age, can be traced 
back to 1989 through a chance 
remark made during The 
Horse of the Year Show at 
Wemblcgr. 

This was the year that Kee- 
ley Durham, the owner of 
Welham, rode her horse into 
second place in die Newcom- 
- ers Championship- A few days 
later, having just watched John 
Whitaker win the Masters on 
the great M3 ton, she was asked 
what she would do wiLh Wel- 
ham if she felt unable to do him 
justice herself. “I’d ask John to 
ride him,” she said without 
hesitation. 

It was to be some years 
before this embryonic plan was 
put into action. Durham was 
still riding Welham herself 


when she won the Oakley 21 
Champkmship on hire at Ufem- 
bley in 1991 and, a year later, 
whenshe was part of the win- 
ning British team in the Young 
Riders’ European Champi- 
onships- 

By then her own convictions 
regarding. Welham's talents 

were befi^ reinforced by those 
who wanted to buy him - 
among them Ronnie Mas- 
sarella, manager, of the senior 
Great Britain team. Durham, 
however, bad no intention of 
parting with her much-loved 
horse. 

When Whitaker was even- 
tually offered the ride in 1 994, 
it was oa the underst andin g that 
Welham would always return to 
bis own Nottinghamshire stable 
between shows and that 

Durham would accompany him 
everywhere. Since he is not the 
best of travellers, she normal- 
ly drives him herself in her own 

horsebox. 

Although it appeared that 
Durham would be taking a 
back seal, die was to become a 
familiar figure at the ringside 
from the day in December 1994 
when Whitaker rode Welham to 
victory at Olympia, which was 
his first major show with the 
horse. Kcdey’s gestures of un- 
inhibited delight have been 
recorded on television - as 
have those of her mother, Jen- 
nifer, who nowadays tries to an- 


chor herself to a rail or seal to 
avoid leaping up and down 
quite so conspicuously. 

There have been plenty of 
reasons for leaping around 
this year. Welham won the 
Volvo World Cup qualifier in 
Paris with one of the most au- 
dacious short-cuts ever seen; he 
jumped clear in all four of his 
rounds in the World Cup Final 
when Whitaker was runner-up; 
he was victorious in the 
Aachen Grand Prrs in Ger- 
many and the King's Cup at 
Hickstead. 

In the arena, Welham gives 
a ready response to any diffi- 
cult question Whitaker might 
ask of him. hut at home in Not- 
tinghamshire he is the one who 
calls the tunc. He enjoys going 
out in the field each day and will 
not allow himself to be caught 
until he is ready to return to his 
stable, where he pulls expres- 
sive faces to let everyone know 
how he is feeling. 

“Keeley and I love having 
him at home,” Jennifer 
Durham said. “Sometimes I 
think that we shouldn’t have al- 
lowed ourselves to get quite so 
attached to him, but it's too late 
to do anything about it now." 

ANIMAL HEALTH TRUST AWARDS: 
Duphar Top Horse: Virtual VSaga We»vin\ 
Horse and Hound Equfis&tan Person-H- 
ly at Die Vfcar. W Fm-Pitt Duvaxya Sport- 
ing Award: F Dettori. Voluntary Service 
Award: Home of Rest tor Horses. AHT Spe- 
cial Award: The Oueen Mother. Outstand- 
ing Sdandfle AcNavement: P Taylor. 


TENNIS 


Rusedski targets Hannover 


The British No 1, Greg Rused- 
ski, beaten in five sets by Goran 
Ivanisevic in the CA Trophy fi- 
nal in Vienna on Sunday, has 
considerably unproved his 
chances of gaining a place in the 
right-man ATP Tbur Champion- 
ships in Hannover next month. 

Though his world ranking has 
slipped from four to five in the 
latest ATP list announced yes- 
terday, 24-year-old Rusedski 
has moved up from eighth to 
fourth place in the race for 
Hannover. He said: “Hanover is 
where 1 want to be next month 
and Tm determined to be there.” 

lb help his cause Rusedski, 
who has played in 10 of the last 
11 weeks, has withdrawn from 
the Ostrava tournament in the 
Grech Republic this week for a 
much-needed rest His late with- 
drawal will not affect his world 
ranking since be was beaten ear- 


ly tn Ostrava last year. It is not 
among his best 14 tournaments 
in the last calendar year on 
which all rankings are decided, 
so he has no points to lose. 
Rusedski's next tournament 
will be in Stuttgart next week 

Ironically, it is Ivanisevic 
who has taken the British play- 
er’s fourth place in the world 
rankings. But Rusedski, with 
2^564 points, is only 17 behind 
the Croatian left-hander. 

Tim Henman, beaten 6-4, 
6-4 by Rusedski in the Vienna 
semi-finals, has moved up two 
places from 21 to 19 in the 
world rankings and now has 
1,873 points, 691 behind his 
great rivaL 

Henman is competing in 
the Lyon tournament this week 
where he is seeded eighth and 
meets the Frenchman Guil- 
laume Raoux in the first round. 


GOLF 

Open returns 
to Lytham 

The Open Championship will 
return to Royal Lytham in 
2001 after a gap of just five 
years. Although Muirfield has 
not staged the event since 
1992 and Royal St George’s in 
Kent since 1993, the Royal and 
Ancient Club have awarded 
Lytham its 10th Open. 

America’ Tbm Lehman 
won there last year and the 
other winners are some of the 
greats of the game - Seve 
Ballesteros (1979 and 1988). 
Gary Player (1974). Tony Jack- 
lin ( 1969), Bob Charles ( 1 963), 
Peter ^ Thomson (1958), Bobby 
Locke ( 1952) and Bobby Jones 
(1926). 

Lytham holds the record 
for the biggest crowd outside 
St Andrews - a total of 
191 J34 in 1988. 


£50 for my old 
mobile phone? 
now that’s a 
deal worth 
thinking about 


If you use a business mobile phone, why 
should you switch to One 2 One today? 

Because, when you connect to either the 
One-2-IOO or 0ne-2-200 time plan, 
there’s a £50 trade-in* offer on your old 
mobile phone. 

And in its place you can choose 
from the latest handsets from Nokia, 

for details of our £50 offer call free 

0500 121 500 

24 hours a day quoting DN 2572 
or visit your local one 2 one stockist 

hripJlwwMGne2onrjQ.uk 


Ericsson, Motorola and Nortel. 

We'll then connect you to a national 
network, a wide range of business 
services and some of the lowest prices 
around. 

Don’t miss out on this great deal 
for businesses, call One 2 One now on 
0500 121 500. 


one 2 'OfrG 


ota muftfie phnoe *fr»K* 9*** buvm 
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RUGBY UNION 


Bath deny Rowell takeover rumour as Bristol hit hard times 


Rugby unions sugar- 
daddy investors are 
showing signs of nerves 
as their balance sheets 
slide ever deeper into 
the red. 

With the Allied 
Dunbar Premiership 
awash with rumours of 
takeover bids! rescue 
packages and Impending 
bankruptcies, Chris Hewett 
examines the latest 
upheavals in a volatile 
financial landscape. 


It is Blade October in rugby's 
hard-up heartlands and for the 
money men in the boardrooms, 
life at the sharp end of a fledg- 
Img professional sport is be- 
coming less and less of a novdty. 
Bristol announced losses of 
£486,671 yesterday and later 
this week, their infinitely better- 
hfieled neighbours from Bath arc 
likely to confess to an operating 
deficit of around three times that 
amount No wonder the entre- 
preneurs are feeling jittery. 

While Bristol insist they are 
dose to securing the sort of sev- 
en-figure cash injection that 
would prevent them going to 
the wall, senior figures at Bath 


are questioning the loag-term 
commitment of Andrew 
Brown sword, the reclusive 
greetings card tycoon who 
bought 75 per cent of the dub 
for £Z5m just over a year ago. 

Yesterday, Brownsword 
scotched rumours that he was 
about to cut and nut, but his de- 
nial was not enough to quash 
suggestions of a takeover bid. 

Jack Rowell, the former 
England coach who spent 17 
years of his life transforming 
Bath from backwater nobodies 
into the most successful dub 
side in world rugby, is widely be- 
lieved to be investigating a 
possible return to the Recre- 


ation Ground at the head of a 
powerful consortium, inducting 
a High Street bank and a 
wealthy local businessman with 
strong family ties to the club. 

“I’m in business-building 
mode at tbe moment,” said 
Rowell yesterday. “I've cer- 
tainly had no discussions with 
Bath Pic and I do not foresee 
any imminent involvement on 
my part In fact. I’m thorough- 
ly enjoying my break from the 
game." He is, however, thought 
to have made Brownsword 
aware of his interest. 

Certainly, tbe grapevine was 
talkative enough to force 
Brownsword’s men into issuing 


a rapid denial. Tom Sheppard, 
the dub’s company secretary, 
said: “I can categorically say thai 
qq m ee tin g ^ have taken place 
with any potential investor. Nei- 
ther have we been approached 
to set up a meeting. Quite am- 
ply, Mr Brownsword’s share of 
the club is not for sale- He did 
not become involved with rug- 
by on a short-term basts.” 

However, Bath will have to 
raise extra capital if they are to 
realise their dream of leaving 
the cramped, futureless con- 
fines of the' council-owned Rec 
and build a purpose-built sta- 
dium on some of the disused 
land in and around the at y. Un- 


less Brownsword is prepared to 
pump even mare of hs vast for- 
tune into the club, a second mar 
jor financial player will have to 
be brought on board. 

Meanwhile, Arthur Holmes, 
the nearest thing Bristol have 
to a Brawnsword-styie investor, 
warned that dubs will contin- 
ue to find it “impossible to 
equate expenditure and in- 
come”. He blamed a chaotic fix- 1 
ture list and reduced financial 
support from the Rugby. Boot- 


dub's salary bill escalate by 
£772,000. By comparison, ret 
enue increased by just £326,000 
and it does hot require an eco- 
nomics graduate tq understand 
the gravity of thatctiscrepanty. 
Unsuipri^yBristd’s auditors 
have issued a war ping/ - 

“New financial ^ ■■ backing is 
now essBitiaV’sijd a spokesman 


for Kidsonslrapey. “If discus- 
sons are and the 

compare is unable tb raise the 
Ievdaffujance required to meet 

ball Union as prime- causes of : short-teim capital obligations, 
what is fast developing into a - 1 the cpTrr paifty migh t hf> rmph fc tti 
widespread financial crisis. continue ope rating " Bleak days 

Holmes, who chairs Bristol's indeed. 
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Italy forced 
to play game 
of Russian 
roulette 


The price Italy must pay 
for failing to win in 
Rome on Saturday is a 
two-leg play-off against 
Russia for the right to 
join England and 
Scotland at the World 
Cup finals. The Republic 
of Ireland face what 
might be an easier task, 
against Belgium. 

Rupert Metcalf looks ahead 
to the last laps of the 
long road to France. 


will be at home for the first leg 
of their play-off against Bel- 
gium, at Lansdowne Road on 
Wednesday 29 October. Their 
last two meetings with tbe Bel- 
gians both ended in draws dur- 
ing the qualifying stages for the 
1988 European Championship. 

Frank Stapleton and Uam 
Brady scored in a 2-2 draw in 
Brussels while the return game 
in Dublin was a 0-0 stalemate. 
But Jack Chariton’s team went 


‘‘Russia, along with Croatia 
and Yugoslavia, were one of the 
three teams that I did not want 
to have to face. So l can’t say 
it went well.” Those were the 
words yesterday of Paolo Mal- 
dini, the captain of Italy, after 
the draw in Zurich for the 
home-and-away playoffs which 
will conclude the footballing 
marathon that has been the Eu- 
ropean qualifying competition 
for the 1998 World Cup. 

The draw could have been- 
far kinder to tbe Italians, and 
it has only added to the mood 
of pessimism which has afflict- 
ed the nation after England's 
draw in Rome on Saturday en- 
sured that Glenn Hoddle’s men 
reached France 98 without hav- 
ing to bother with the play-offs. 

Italy must travel to chilly 
Moscow for the first leg on 29 
October, where they wfll meet 
a home team keen to gain re- 
venge fora 2-1 defeat to the Ital- 
ians at last year's European 
Championship in England. 

The Republic of Ireland 


THE DRAW 


World Cup 
European play-offs 
Croatia v Ukraine 
Hungary v Yugoslavia 
Republic of Ireland v Belgium 
Russia v Maly 

First-log matches Wednesday 29 
October, second legs Saturday 15 
or Sunday 16 November. 

If scores are level after second leg. 
away goals wi be deceive If 
scores are stfl tevei, sudden-death 
extra time wil be played, followed 
by a penalty shoot-out. 



on to qualify for the finals, 
where Ray Houghton's goal 
brought them a famous tri- 
umph against England. 

Charlton’s successor as the 
Republic's manager, Mick Mc- 
Carthy, knows that he will nev- 
er emerge from big Jack's 
shadow unless he, too, takes his 
team to the finals of a major 
tournament. He insists that 
the Belgians must not be under- 
estimated. 

“Although Belgium lost both 
home and away to Holland, 
they also had a 100 per-cent 
record in their six games with 
Whies. Turkey and San Marino. 
They will be no soft touch,” Mc- 
Carthy warned -but he added: 


Familiar figure: while much of Europe was con? 
centrating on France and next summer's 
World Cup finals at the weekend, arguably the 
most famous French footballer made a brief 


return to the pitch in Madrid on Sunday night 
when playing in a gala evening ‘Football 
Against Racism’ organised by the international 
players' union AIFP. Cantona (pictured right. 


being challenged by the Peruvian Alvaro Bar- 
co) was the captain of one of three tides, the 
others being led by Mexico's Hugo Sanchez and 
Nigeria's Adepoju Mutiu Photograph: Reuter 


BOXING 


Wright’s 

brother 

retires 


- The brother : of £arl- : 
Wright, who remains crit- ’ 
icalfy 01 in hospital after a > 

' championship tight en ■ 
Saturday, has vowedjie 
■will give up rife: sport. : ;; 

Paul Wright watched 
bis younger broriwrebal- ■' a, . 
lenge for the BrftishligbiJy 
welterweight title ao tlx* / 
same bfll_ as.-Naaeeoi 
Homed arid Chris Eofaapk 
in the Sheffield Arena.' 

After losing-an points 
to Mark Winters, the 28- . 
year-old collapsed while-, 
driving back to Merseyside 
with his trainer, Coifo 
MoorcrofL 

Surgeons at Walton 
Hospital's neurology unit ' 
operated to remove -a 
blood dot cm his team aid - 

a. spokesman yesterday 

described the boxer as 
“critically ill”.. 

Paul, a middleweight, 
said: “1 will never Jwi 
again. I couldn't put our . 
family through thfekmd of . 
pain again. • i 

Paul lost a Wsrid Box- 
ing Organisation. Inter. 
Continental title challenge '. 
earlier this year and s&fc 
“I didn’t want to retire on 
a loss but that’s it for me. 
now." ■ . '•* ' . 

Both Paul and Carl,., 
who has been dubbed - 
“The 'Wildcat", had been : 
pupito at Liverpool's Cam- 
pion High School and 
started their boxing ca- r : 
reeis at Salisbury Amauajr 
Boring Club. They made 
their profession! debuts, 
in the ring in 1989. 

Carl had been prepar- 
ing for Saturday night’s m 
bout m a caravan m Wales. 

It was his first fight since 
losing the European title 
to Denmark’s Soren Son- 
dergaand on points almost 
a year ago. 

Carl’s wife, who is- 
seven weeks pregnant, was 
monitoring his progress 
as he remained critically ill 
on a life support machine. 






m 
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“I’m quite pleased with the 
draw. We didn't want to go to 
somewhere like Russia or the 
Ukraine, playing on difficult 
surfaces with the temperature 
below freezing point. 

“The fact that Wales have 
played Belgium twice in the 
qualifiers means that we should 
be able to get a lot of homework 
done on them,” McCarthy said. 
“Bobby Gould is an old mate of 
mine. With bis assistance, we 
should be able to know every- 


thing about the Belgians before 
the first game in Dublin. 

“Obviously, we need to be a 
little cautious in the away match 
but we win still be going on tbe 
attack looking for goals." Mc- 
Carthy added. “Some of ray 
players are so young they won't 
have any worries about playing 
the second leg away.” 

The Republic will imple- 
ment the five-day rule in prepa- 
ration for the first leg. That 
could rule a number of Irish 


players out of important Pre- 
miership and First Division 
games. “We need the full five 
days' preparation. On this oc- 
casion there will be no excep- 
tions to the rule. The players I 
want will all travel to Dublin,” 
McCarthy vowed. 

That could start a “club v 
country” row. The Premier 
League has confirmed that all 
fixtures on the weekend of 25. 
26 aud 27 October will go 
ahead as planned. There wfll be 


no clash of interests for the re- 
turn legs on 15 or 16 Novem- 
ber, however, as there is no 
Premiership programme that 
weekend. 

■ The draw managed to keep 
the Balkan countries apart. 
Croatia will be at home to 
Ukraine in the first leg, while 
Yugoslavia travel to Hungary, 
probably tbe weakest of the 
eight, on 29 October. The Yu- 
goslavs will be strong favourites 
to reach France but Croatia 


face a tough task against a 
rapidly improving Ukraine 
side based on Dynamo Kiev's 
talented dub squad. 
Coca-Cola loses fizz, page 30 
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ACROSS 

Fellow in charge notes 
nothing American is false 

fcne goes sideways, right 
into taxi (4) 

After short note one’s en- 
gaged in moderate con- 
tract (10) 

Italian writer retains hard 


20 

24 


25 


Range of car presented by 
US state (6.6) 

Stuck in unpaid leisure? 

mL 


26 


27 


12 


ffledme a man gets o 
and manipulated (5-7) 
Rage aroused by gibe of 
relative (54) . 

17 Join European, rejected, 
forsaken (5) 

18 About to beat soundly a 

person with outmoded 

19 Able to struggle with the 

books of the church? (9) 


:ts old 


15 


taybe lessen a POW with 
his gun taken away? (10) 
One leaves a terminal 
where a gathering forms? 
(4) 

Duly infer changes will 
keep a number cool (101 


11 


13 


14 


16 


DOWN 

Note listeners apprehen- 
sion (4) 

Prompt to cover British 
figure (4) 

I'd .something to go to 
dub. say, which confirms 22 
who I am (8.4) 

Putting on cool white coat 23 
and spending day gam- 
bling (5) 


Mutual time finally ex- 
pires when this could be 
grvcnV (9; 

Instruction suggesting 
danger in recreation area? 
(4.6) 

Liberal-minded clergy will 
he material (101 
HI represent what our pa- 
per stands for (12) 

So a snigger could lead to 
violenceflO) 

Produced flow about rot- 
ter being rich (4-6) 

A French firm will show 


lack of care (9) 

. . . uch-i 

snake (5) 


21 Two very high-ups and a 


Incline to be tuppence 
shot in the old shilling (4) 
Describing result when 
hay’s burned? (4) 


Wimbledon sign Norwegian 


Wimbledon scaled a bargain 
yesterday after a two-year pur- 
suit of Stale Solhakkeo. Joe 
Kinoear, the Dons' manager, 
thinks the 29-year-old Norwe- 
gian tnlemalional midfielder is 
worth over£2m but Lilies trom, 
who have just avoided relega- 
tion from Norway's top flight, 
have been persuaded to part 
with him for a mere £250,000. 

Kinnear beat a host of oth- 
er dubs for the signature of Soi- 
bakken, who has 37 caps and 
played a key role in taking 
Norway to next year’s World 
Cup finals in France. 

“In a normal market he 
would have been 10 times that. 
He is £2m-plus worth of talent,” 
Kinnear said. “He is first choice 
for his position for Norway." 


Coventry's Dion Dublin has 
lost bis appeal to the Football 
Association against hissending- 
off at Blackburn two weeks ago. 
He will now start a three-match 
ban immediately, which means 
he will miss the Coca-Cola 
Cup third-round match against 
Everton tomorrow. 

Everton’s manager, Howard 
Kendall, hopes to complete 
the £1.75m signing of the 
Sheffield United goalkeeper 
Alan Kelly this week. Kendall 
has been in talks with his old 
club, trying to thrash out a deal. 

Ben Thornley, a Manches- 
ter United winger once dubbed 
the new Ryan Giggs, is poised 
for a £700,000 move to Hud- 
dersfield. The left-winger’s ca- 
reer was held up by a cruciate 


ligament injury, but he is folly 
fit again. Huddersfield had 
Thornley on loan last year, but 
has an offer for him rejected. 

Tomas Broiin has upset the 
Leeds manager, George Gra- 
ham, again by failing to turn up 
for a reserve game at Liverpool 
on Saturday. 

Sir Jack Hayward, the 
Wolves chairman, has dismissed 
rumours linking Ron Atkinson, 
the former Coventry City man- 
ager, with a move to Motineux, 
and has backed his under-fire 
manager, Mark McGhee. 

Gerry Francis has added an- 
other name to the injury list at 
White Hart Lane - his own. The 

Tottenham manager has hurt his 
back playing with his children. 

— Afan Nixon 


CRICKET 


Hasan shines as ‘youngest’ double centurion 


fttkjstans Hasan Raaa, who be- 
came the youngest Test player 
when he faced Zimbabwe last 
year aged J4years and 227 days, 
became the youngest scorer of 
a first-class double century 
yesterday - or maybe just one 
of the youngest because the ab- 
sence of a birth certificate has 
cast doubt on his age. 

He made an unbeaten 2M4, 
supposedly at the age of 15 
years and 215 days, playing for 





Karachi Whites against Baha- 
walpur in the national cham- 
pionship. which would break 
the 13-year record of anorher 
Pakistani, Ijaz Ahmed. 

Bui doubts about his exact 
age have been present ever 
since he played in the Under- 1 5 
World Cup in England iwn 
years ago. Ten other hoys orig- 
inally selected for that squad 
were tound to be over-age al- 
though Hasan was cleared. Six 


of the Pakistan Under- 19 party 
to the West Indies the same 
year were found to be too old. 

After his debut against Zim- 
babwe in the second Test at 
Faisalabud - he scored 27 in his 
only innings - the Pakistan 
Cricket Board said medical tests 
showed him to be “about 15” 

Majid Khan, the Pakistan 
Cricket Board chief executive, 
has said they do not accept 
Hasan's age. 


MORSE 
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The first bug to invade 

a computer was 

crushed 
to death 

in the jaws 

of a relay in 1945 


J .-«. 


Que 


•! kzS 


Bugs (albeit of a somewhat different 
type) are still a part of computing today. 
No system is immune without special 
protectioa 


T 


Morse has a history of designing and 
implementing resBient UNIX systems. If a 
critical application or server has a 
problem, business continues as normal. 


iSff' 


Now, this technology is available 
systems based on Microsoft NT. 




for 


Can to arrange a discussion- with our 
Systems Resilience consulting team, or 


visit us at wwwjnorse.co.uk 
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